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THE SOCIETY'S MEETING m.ll be held at Tourist Church on Monday, J_anua.ry 2ls'c., at

7:¢30 Pile. A real treat is in store for those who wish to be on hand at 7100 FM,

‘Ir. George Rawson of ilew Smyrna Beach will show slides and give an informative

LT talk on butterflies, Dr. Rawson is an entomologist of note, having catalogued

; ’ and presented to the Smithsonlan Institute a display of butterfl:n.es. We look

j? * forward to his presentation with keen anticipation. - =

i Following the business meeting thrée National Audubon Society films will be
shown; "A Nature Walk!,"Migrvation" and "Birds of Swamp and Shore®.

- MEMBERSHIP, For those who have not yet renewed their membership in the Society
for the 62-63 season, a membership renewal application blank is enclosed, Please
£i111 out and mail to oiir membership secretary, For those who fall to renew,
this will be the last issue of the Pelican. As of this issue membershlp totals
195, We extend a warm welcome to the following NEW members:

Ir. % lirs, Lloyd Davis, ‘ New Smyrna Beach
Mre Leo Rissi Day tona Beach
Mre % Mrs. Geos Re Ingleson Canada

Hrs. A, L. Patton Toroato

ire % Iirs, Chas. Steeves New Brunswick
1rs, Margot Ste Cnge © Quebec

}re % ilrs. John R« Kelley Ormond 3each.
Hre 8. 1irs. Car]eton Smita D@tona Beach

FIEID TRIPS: George Williams advises that the last t.hree field trips record pro-
gressive totals of species identified as follows: December 2.>th, 92; January lth,
120; January 1lth, 116, All trips were in the South S W areas of Volusia Co.

The Jan, 1lth trip was made up of four groups with a total of 1410 birders.

" The next three trips, Jan. 18th, - 25th, and Feb. 1lst, are scheduled as half
day due to the possibility of cold weather. The all day trip Febe 8th to Welaka
Fish Hatcheries should provide good birding on the way, and the possibility of

" ducks and:pipits.at. the hatchery. Facilltles exls‘o for lunch inside in case it
is chllly. -

THE 63RD AN’\TUAL MEETING :of the i’*‘lorida Audubon Socie'by is scheduled for Febe 1 ~
3 at Maitland and Winter Park, Fla. . President Childs has appointed Ralph am_i
Margaret Branch to officially represent our Societys  Others who may be inter-
ested in attending the ILuncheon (12 noon Feb. 2nd) or the Baniquet (7300 FM Febe
2nd) must make reservations not later than Jan. 28th, by mail to P.O. Drawer 7,

. Maitland, Fla., The luncheon is %3,00 ~ the banqust $lis50, . Both prices include
tax and gratulties and both will be held 1n the Hotel La.ngford, Winter Park,; ¥la.
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UNUSUAL VISITCRS : : ' ‘

At dawn on New Year's Day we spread food bount;.; to bring ta i‘eedersv
near our windows the first comers to head owr 196 %1 of speciess. Number 1,
bright in the dim light, was a cardinal. Number 2, and we doubted our eyess-
seemed to be a narthern bird unheard of at our place, The Slate Colored Juneoe
Junco has been on hand in the same spot every day, Jan. lst, thro 9th, and with
him, but slightly apart, a female Painted Bunting. They-fly down when the two

" dozen Mourning doves, the Blue Ways and Redbellied woodpecker and most of the
Bnzlish Sparrows are temporarily out of the waye _ A
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The Bird Watcher's Guide, by H. He Collins is a 1961 title at the Cornelia

Young Library which is well worth scanning. Lovely color phto-
graphs by Helen Cruickshank are included, for exampie the White Ibis and the
Pairbed Bunbing, You might care to study some porwions, such as the one on
bird baths, or feedsrs, or field tirips, or lire-lists,

This book tells of the RoBel. (Rare Bird Llert) system, which might be unse-
ful right here. This should involve nc burdens mors than to reach one other
person on the list, by phone, befove dashing off tc see the rarity about which
the news is being circulated - or 1gnormg its Would you like to be on such a
1isbt? Speak to Margaret Br anch, who is colle-"ting names for one, 1o kesp near
yeur phone. :

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE has decided that the interest shown in group instruction
in bird identification was insufficieat to warrent holding reguiarly scheduled
classes, as outlined in the December Pelican and thet plan has tean abwuidonsds

However, it was dscided that irdivicual ins'ructinn to interscsted Leginners
would be effered in connectinn wita the weekly field trips by afvangi"v, to have
experienced birders ride in the cars with those-whe -desire—beldp in lesrning to
icantily the birds sesn. FEach candidate should be equipped with binoculars and

zharson’s Fisld Guides

It 1n.9res.ed in such instruction, call birs, Monroe, CL 2-5017 a day or so
before thae field trip so that neccssary arrangsments may be made with the in-
siructor and the Field Trip Director.

THE PURPIE SAWDPIPER COMES TO DAYTORA : John Be lay

When a man bites a dog. that is "news" and it is news when a strange bird visits
a group of bird watchers of its cwn initiative.

Some years ago when the Americza Ornithologists! Union held its annual meeb
ing in Bcston, one of its field trips was to the rocky coast near my Cohas..,u’:.
homa, to see the Purple Sandpipers which winter theras every year, I was able
to show the visiting szcientists several hundred of these hardy birds, iife birds
for most of the members of the pariye

And now the routine has been reversed and the Purpie Sardpiper has.come to
Florida to see the bird watchers, especially the favored members of the Halifex
River Audubon Society, A single bird of this species was studied at close
range by the members of a ficld trip on January kL, 1963, at City Island, Daytona,
the starting point for the club's many field trips, and where it was first dis~
covered and identified by Ccnrad Ekdahi,

- UThe Purple Sandpiper winters fartaer north than any other member of the
shorebird family. —Tt-nests-in Greenland-and fromMelville Island to Baffin
Tand, and journeys only a few hundred miles southward to its winter habitat,
whi le many other sandpipers travel thousands of miles to South America at the
same Season.. s »From Nova Scotia and New Brunswick along the rocky coast of
Maine, to the ledges of Cape Ann and the Secituvate and Conaﬂset rocks in Massa-
chusetts, the Purple Sandpiper is a fairly common winter resident from November
or December to March or April, South of that the birds are rarely seen, the
sandy stretches of Cape Cod and Long Island offering little attraction to a
bird of the specialized feeding habits of the Purple Sandplper." (A Natural
History of American Birds, Forbush and May.,)

With the building of rock or concrebe seawalls and breakwaters in recent
years, the Purple Sandpiper has apparently found that these man-made "rock-
‘bound coasts" furnish its favorite food, the sizils and other small marine
creatures which inhabit the seaweeds. growing from their rocky surfaces.

Howell (1932) gives -only two Florida records; Sprunt (195h) gives about four ..
more; and we of the Helifax River Audubon Socle vy can add several from Mabanzas
Inlet to Daytona in more recent years.

-2 -



L Page 3
REMIMBER to bring your commemorative stamps to the mesting, Give them to Mrs,

" Whiteman,

CIRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS L By Ethel Momroe ' <= IF ¢ s
7 Our 1962 bird count, made between daylight and dusk on Decerber:19thy: was: i
‘highly successful and resulted in‘the idenbification of. 126:species in’arnsarea;
within a radius of 15 miles of Daytona Beachs" TPHis: compares: favorably with.our
best yearts recard 1959 - and exceeds the average. count by about -15-speciess ‘A
total of 12,790 birds was reporteds = © o 5 o it SRS
" Pwenty-four birders perticipated in tho:.census divided into six teams covers
'ing different sections of the ares;’ An estimatéd 300 miles were covered by car
" and 2% miles, per observer; om'footy @ 7 T v L Tonin s n T
 One notable feature of this year's count was the smaller number of individnal
birds and the fewer large flocks seen, "Rarities as to location or’-date, noted
this year, were the Common Eiderduck; Fulvous Tree Duck,’Common Merganser,:Grags-

hopper- Sparraw, Gull-Billed Tern and Bay-breasted Warblers -

‘SPECIES RECORDED WERE: Ring-Billed Gull, (l188) far outnumbered all other species.
N;::t_)wer_e Iaughing Gull {1348), Fobin (890), Myrtle Warbler (5L45)- and Sanderiing
200 to 500: RedJWinged Blaekbird, Herring Gull, Mocking Bird, Blue :Jayy Gommon

Crows Fish Crow, =~ = AR

100 ©o0 200: House Sparrow, Black Skimer, Brown Pelican, Chipping Sparrow, Com=-

" mon Bgret, Palm Warbler, Savanndh ‘Sparrow, Ground Dove, Moufning Dove, Card-
~insl, Cowbirds = - - st el e s T fe s s
50 to 100: Tree Swallow, Meadowlark, Royal Tern, Goldfinch, Little Blue :Heron,
'Red-Bellied Woodpecker, Red-Breasted Merganser, Starlins,  Louisiana heron,

' Forster's Tern, Ruddy Turnstone, Cedar Waxwing, White Ibisy Killdeerw - .-
25 to 50; Cormorant, Bcnaparte's Gull, Kingfisher, Black-Crowned Night Heron,

' - Shrike, Lesser Scoup, Ruby-Crowned Kingleb, Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture,
Cattle Egret, Carclina Wren, Snowy Bgret, Wood Sork, ‘Sparrow  Hawk, Comon :
Grackle, Black-Bellied Plover, Phoebe, Comfon Loon, Rufous-Sided Towhee, .

. Great Blue Heron, Horned Grebe, Pied-Bill Grebe, Coot, . .~ == .~z

' 5 to 25: Bluebird, Ring-decked Duck, House Wren, Flicker, Water Pipit, Pime -

Warbler, Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker, Black Duck, Catbird, Kked-Shouldered . Hawk,
-Pileated Woodpecker, Brown Thrasher, Gaspiaun Tern,.Suipe, ‘Hooded Merganser,
Ruddy Duck, Yellowthroat, White-Throated Sparrow, Swarp Sparrow Scrub-Jab,
Bobwhite, Common Gallinule, Clapper Rail, Tuffed Titmousey White-Eyed:Vireo,
Broun~Headed Mubhatch, Red-deck Duck, Song Sparrow, Downy Waodpecker;: Red=
Headed Woodpecker, Orange-Crowned Warblery: SpottedsSandplpere -« . ..
less than St (k- each)-Blue-Gray Gnatcatchery Bldek and White Warbler, -(3-each)
Anhinga, Boat-Tailed @rackls, -Great Black-Backed:Gull;-iarsh: Hauky -Field .
Sparrow, Yellow-Throated Warbler. (2 each) Common Merganser,. Longbilled -
‘March Wren, lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Prairie Warbler; Sandwich Tern, ‘King
Raile (1 each) American Bittern, Carolina Ghickadse, Pinbtail Duck; Peregrine
 Faleon, Pigeon Hawk, Yellow-Crowned Night Heron, :0spreysy. Screeth-Owly Sora
 ‘Rail, Greenwinged Teal; Hermit Thrush, Sollitary Vireoy Greéater Yellowlegsy
Common Eider Duck, :Fulvous Tree Duck, Grasshopper ‘Sparrow,: Gull~Billed Tern,

~ Bay-Breasted Warblere - ;
Tpis‘ activity is a part of the:Annual Bird Census condncted by Audubon Societles
“and Clubs-in the 50 states and is made in cooperation with the~National-Audubon
Society,: From the combined réports; ornithologists and.conservationists are able
to note-increases or decredses in different bird species,  changing migration- :
" patterns, effect of hard winters or- especially good breeding sedsons-and many
other facts of great value in their work.: S S TR UL T PINC RPN S
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HEIP FOR STATE COUNT: On Sunday, December 30th, 1962 we took part in the "Titus-
ville Count" and covered part of the area soon to be barred off from the public,
because of the Moon Shot projects - : . ,
The count was hampered by nuaerous Sunday drivers, and undisciplined hunters,
who haunt. these ‘canals-and -backroads and scare away the ducks. One hunter de-
liberately fired a rifle from his car, at coots and ducks being observed through
a scopéy having ‘parked almost touching the observer. We took his license number
if anyone cares: to report this, -The man with him shot too, Far off the water
splashed, shot peppered, and the birds flew. We saw clearly how it comes about
that numbers of- ducks travel handicapped by numerous shotgun pellets which reach
them from such a distance that they do:not penstrate very far, but in time, kill
from lead poisoning, Even if killed, game at such distance could not be retriev-
A few highlights were: .9 White Pelicans in a huddle from the brisk wind, and
-3 more soaring above them. A clear view of one Sora and of 1 Clapper Rail. A
pair of Hooded Mergansers in one narrow_hidden waterway close to our caws 15
Caspain Terns together on a sheltered sandbar., In a secluded bay the Jee shore
"~ -had a variety of: smaller shore birds and in another - spaced out-in fishing po-
‘'sitions-in the shallow water, were 8 Great Blue Herons, _ .
The rare sparrows that we had hoped to find, were hiding from the wind in

*4thicK grads -and bushes, lany broke cover, only to vanish quickly as we drew
near. Margaret Branch, ‘

- WHAT'S IN A NAMEs Some kind of magic seems to be at work in names, or odors.
or sounds and if you can let them bring you a remenmbered pleasure, there are
marsr names. you cannot. forget. Two such names of books bring me that kind of
pinasure, . Both were written by Theodora Stanwell-Fletcher and both about the
sub-arctic, which so many of us can not visit. in person - but must board our
fripgate book to take:.us "lands away." ‘ ' L B

our next Two Screen Tours will deal with country which contains similar flora
and fauna described in these two books. And the first one I shall mention, "The
Tuadra Worldd has the locale of country around Churchill, Canada. Our feathered
guest The American Eider, wintering -at Matanzas inlet, could fashion a nest
{here ‘next summers ' The second book, "Driftwood Valley" is laid in north central
. British:Columbias :When I mentioned the magic of a name, I was trying to tell
what these two book titles do for me. They are so well written that when I hear
‘them -mentioned I can "see" the town of Churchill as it may . have been in the
. 1930s, and. I feel .as if I helped to build the cabin in Driftwood Valley close
by lake Tetanas. -~ ~° .. ..:° : SR e R P
 lirs. Stanwell-Flétcher .is.a person interested in-many things - people -
‘places - Nature with a Gapital N and writes interestingly about theme There
are ‘magnificent descriptions of ‘birds and animals-and glorious country; and.
shecmakes: you.see these bhings as if it were You who could be in the Churchill
:of "The Tundra Worldt-and:en:Lake Tetana in the Driftwood Valley. To quote a
few words-can give you a hint. of my meaning —-- - ; _ o .

"Arownd: dusk each-evening:(in June) some small bats appear and nighthawks
begin their zooming in the pine woods and around the cabin,- The peculiar buzz=-
..ing noise made by the males as they dive down-is said to be part of the court-
ship display., It sounds rather like the deep, stertorian breathing of some
large animal, At first, before we learned to associate it with the Wighhawks,
J and T spent some hours trying to locate the hear or moose that we thought
must be. wandering in our wéods, And Dad after he came, refused to be convinced
‘that it was not a bear, until-he actually saw the birds diving, and heard the
noise.simuiltanéously." . *-Mrs Peterson calls  +this noise a Bronx Cheer, and it
is quite an apt description - these books are both truly entertaining and inform-
ative, and are on the shelves of the Cornelia Young Library. Hope* another
arnchair trip can bring some pleasant memories, - Nell Kente
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WHAT ABOUT THOST HUNTERS? By Roy D. Hudson

While most readers of Audubon publications are interested in conversation
and protection of wildlife, many take a rather dime view of anyone or anything
that threatens it, and consider that any living creature that destroys another
living thing should be classed as a predator and be suppressed. Probably the
greatest predator of all is man, who usually fishes and hunts for fun rather
than for foods Bub like most hunters who pursue the hunted, whether they be
hawks that live on smaller birds, insects and mammals, or animels like foxes,
coyotes or the cat tribe, man as a so-called predator is deserving of some
sympathetic understandinge

It has always interested me that rarely does anyone object to fish being
caught, individually or commercially, or hogs or cattle being slaughtered, any
more than to harvesting wheat, corn or oranges, but this tolerance does not
often extend to such a beautiful creature as a wood duck. Yet within one year
sportsmen in North Carolina "harvested" 8,394 wood ducks, as allowsd by law,
from a total estimated population within the state of 175,000,

A recent report of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Cormission has many
facts that should be of interest to all of us., First, the annual budget of
2,876, 76l 46 was mostly provided by license fees for hunting and fishing, and
nct one thin dime was secured by taxes or contributions, Patrolmen arrested
over 9,000 individuals for violatiths ranging from no license, illegal limits,
to violations of safety resulations in boating and water skiing. But the firmps
went to schools, none to the commission for "irapping" hunters and fishermene

Thousands of acres of otherwise useless wetlands are managed to provide
preferred food for over half a million waterfowl within the state, including
corn, millet, clover, smartweeds, and other grains and foods. Landowners and
individual hunters cooperating, asked for and were given without cost 6,870
pounds of browntop millet seed which was planted by them ouateide the wildlife
refuges. And during the year over 12,000 individuals asked for food and cover
plants which they set out for the benefit of small game such as quail, rabbit,
grouse, doves and raccoons, Over 2,000 boxes were pub up for squirrel nests.

Fish management included reclamation of meny streams and lakes, eliminating
trash fish and substituting better kinds through hatcheries, and working with
sanitation engineers to eliminate pollution.

Over 200 miles of foot trails and 22 miles of roads were built. They are
open to those with binoculars as well as to those with guns, or fishing rods,

Big game like bear, deer and wild board constitute a large part of wildlife
management, Over 17,000 acres were plainted to maintain good pasture for deer
and other game. Experts pursue sound scientific methods to provide increase of
healthy animals and to keep the population within limits to preclude damage to
forests and agriculture, and to prevent loss of animals through starvation and
disease. Under strict regulations and considering population in various areas,
over 2,000 deer were permitted to be taken by licensed hunters, At the same
time, in addition to arrests for law violations, 1827 predators, such as wild
cats and stray dogs, were either impounded or destroyed.

The Commission operates under the governor and legislature, in nine dis-
tricts with resident commissioners, executive director and assistant. And in
addition to office, management, research, education and publication personnel,
there are a hundred and fifty carefully selected and trained patrolmen and
wildlife protectors in the field, equipped with automobiles, boats and airplanes.
Considering the thousands of sportsmen with fishing rods, guns and traps, this
may seem like a small staff, but it is just that many more than our type of
organization can recruit, train, finance and place in the field to accomplish
many of the same objectives which we cherish,

-5 -
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MEMBERSHIF * As of this issue of the FELICAY our menbership reached an gll time
high of 212, plus 13 Honorary lMeubers. The meubersuip committee headed by
Norma Ekdahl, hgs done g fine piece of worlk, Coungratulations.

Ve extend a warm welcome to the followlug new members:

rse Hannah llayell Ormond Beach

Miss Helen I Oole , Schenectady, .Y,

iiss Bertha Horgan "

ifiss Dorothy Wilson Qebec, Canada

lre Ceorge Bell Daytoneg Beaci,

#r. and irs. Deunald Robertson Nova Scotie

Dr. iildred Fo. Baxtox Springfield, liass.

iss Helen Be lerriaa "

krse Frank Benford Schenectady, U.Y.

lirse Helen Scott Petersburg, Va.

lire and irs. Giltert R. :ocre Ormoud Beach
ANOTHER RARE BIRD VISIT3 TEE FALTFAX RIVER AREA JOHN B. iAY

Another wmen hes bittew g dogd  Or, io be uore exact, ancther rare nokthern
bird hag paid its respects to the members of the Halifax River Audubon Society,
following the example set by the Purvle Saidpiper as reported in the Jamuary
PEL I0 AN,

The Society's field trip for Jaa. 25th, 1963, was cancelled because of the
umusually cold weatiter tliat morning, but et ten o'clock I visited our usual
starting point, the City Island parking place, hoping for another view of the
Purple Sandpiper, in which I was disappciwbed, but across the narrow boat chan-
nel was a large waterfowl floating cuietly. The sunglare on the water made
its colors indistinguichable, but its loug slender neck, its size between that
of any duck and g goose, and especiglly its comparatively smgll head and beak,
identified it 285 an Aterican Brant. A litile later a motorboat passed znd the
bird flew, showing its charscteristic back patterm with much whits at the base
of the tail.

Howell (1932) gives five records for Florida and Sprunt (1954) adds only two
more.  Word was quickly passed aloaz and several merbers of +the HRAS added the
species to their life lists. 01 Jan. 27tz I ggain visited City Island and
found four carloads of birders watohing the distant bird, which very accomodgt—
ingly swam steadily nearer and fizglly clirbed out on the rocks near where I
had first seen it.  Here it turned gbout and displayed every detail of its
markings, except those seen only when the bird is in flight.

What will our next rare northern visitor be?

lo:

14

RING OF BRIGIT WATER written by CGavin lixwell, is an enthralling story of his
life in a lonely cottage on the northrest coast of Scotland, called Camsfesrna
and how he furnished it for the most part, with the pieces of Fflotsam and jet~
san cast up by the sea. :

In this isolated spot lived wild cats, stags, seals, red deer, foxes, badgers
pine martens while in the air were esgles, buzzards falcons, raveus, gnd hooded
crowss  He tells of bird migrations - wild swan (or vheepers), wild geese,
sand uartins, wheatears, black guillemots and gulls - how eels migrate from the
sea in uncounted numbers jouraeying in larval form for twe whole years from
thelr breeding grounds near Bermuda, until they coue ashore on this Scottish
coast to ascend the falls near the author’s home. From his doorsted he ob-
served the Blue hales, the dolvhina, porpoises, killer whales, and pccasionaglly
sharks.

The cream of the book is the story of Maxwell's two Det otters, Iiijbil and
Bdal. 191j, his first obter brought to England from Irag - a8 exciting a story

2



a8 any suspense story., Lovable, affsctionate, intellizent and beaubiful, Hij
becare g part of his surroundings, reveling in the sea and the deep pools of
the webterfall, where he chased trout and caught eelse’ :
How ifaxwell found Edal by the merest chance after an sccident killed Mij,
and how she proved to be just as intelligent and affecticnete as iij, is de-
lightful reeding. If you have not yet read the book, you have a great treat
in store for you. e : © © _Florence Robinson

FILED NOTES = Our schedule has most luckily skipped some awful westher. For
our area, at Present, our half-day trips are giving a single cer-lcad up to

70 species and our combined lists for a full-day climb to 125. This is before
the many migrants soon due to be seen on thelr way ncrthward, or returned for

o stay. & typical half-day was Feb. lst, and full-dzy Feb. 8th, both lovely.
days to be in the field. Three or four cars at a time, startiag st 7:50 Al!
five or six groups of us are despatched each for browsing of great enjoymemte
For the season to date 197 species seen. : B

" Thg recemt wild wizds and tides left our beach littered for miles, with de-
bris full of bird feasts, = Starfish and mollusks ia broken shells, or stranded
naked. Gulls and obher beach birds, even pelicans have been too busily sating
to notice close approach of cars. When 5 ¢loud of wings slowly rose, drift-
ing in one dirsction tlrough our binoculars, it seemed to iadicate that a pedes-
trign had spproached too closely; or perhaps a whole carload of them had just
come mrrying 4o beach-coub. We speculated on how many of the buclkets sf un--
" usual shells (thrilling to strangers, however pitted and imperfect, or full of
thelr owners, or of hermit orgbs) were due to be abandoned by the gatherers who =
knew nothing of burying for a spell, or exposing (out of suelling range. ) to
ants. ' A ' o iEB '

WHD'S WFO IN FRAS Ab our Jamuary meeting President Childs aslked Fred Ackermax
%o otand and take a bow — stating that Fred had sold 149 season tickets for our
Screen Tour -Progrars. Such an accoumpl ishment represents dedicated interest in
nature conservation and raised the question, Mo is Fred Ackerman?® and Mihat
nakes him tick?” : : ' -

Al old timers in the Society know Frede  MNewer mezbers have heard of him.
Those who go on Field trips know him ms an expert birder. Like most real pird-
ers he is anxious and willing 4o share nis kuowledge of birds with others, and -
has the hapoy Faculty of being able to do so in an interesting and effective
tWainers. ' 3

Fred ! interest in birds dates from his boyhood in Ohio During his active
business life, ac a ppharmacist in Cleveland, this interest was iore or less
dormante Following his wife's death in 1940 and the resulting loneliness he
wes led to renew 1is ianterest in birds throuzh the coipanionship of birdiag
groups and their weelly field trips in the Olevelaund Metropolitan Parks. He -
goon becarte an entiusisstic member and zroup leader on field tripse During
this period, Fred started spending his winters in Daytoaa Beach. It was ouly
o matter of time until he became a mterber of the Halifax River Bird Club. In
1954 he becare Director of Field Trips, and for two years published at his own
expense, a calendar of trips from October through April.  ‘When the "Bird Club®
became the "Audubon Club" this exvenuse was taken over by the club, bur Fred con—
timued to serve as editor. % is interesting to aote that =ost of the trips -
listed are productive to this day. Fred's calendar carried dates of meetingsy
Juduben Soreen -bvies, and other items of interest to club metbers, as well as
the schedule of trios. Tt was ths Toreruaner of the present day PZLICAN.

Fred Ackermtan has made a fine contribution to the growth and progress of the
Ealifaz River Aundubon Society. His interest renmains high and hic activity cou-
structive. When asked how he was able to sell 149 season tickets for our Screen
Tour programs, he replied simply, "Hard York" — then edded ®Its for a good cause”.
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HUNT ING: BIRDS ITE A CAMERA . By Fena Zolden

In the Pall of 1954 I purchaced 1y presext photographic equipment with the
express understanding that it would be suitable for photographing birds from
ty car as I drove up and down tie beach at Daytona. ¥y canera is a Practi-
flex and ry lens is a 400 mm Telemegor, F 5.5.

This type of equipment has revolutionized wild-]life photosraphy. I can sit
in a blind %welve feet frowm a feeding station, nest, or favoriet nerch and take
ploture afber picture without disturbing the birds. In the old dgys with the
conventional camera, to get the cane size and quality of picture, the lens ;
would have to be eighteen inches from the bird, the shutter tripped by rermote . . .
comtrol and recet after each exposure, scaring all the birds away. That is
why practicglly all the good photographs of sngll birds taken forumerly were of
the adults feeding young at the nest. At this tiie the old birds cast cautilon
to the winds, sad return soon after being scared away. '

On one of ry first trips to Royal Palm Park, where I have taken rany plctures
froivt the Anhinga Trail, I met a gentleiimn who hed aliost identically the oaite e—
quiptent as iiee Since it was quite new at thal tine, we had an interesting
hour or two.discussing our gadgebc.. Years later I was reading en article in
the Mablongl Geographic gbout Tagles, and fhen I lLooked at the picture of the
aubhor going up a ladder toc his blind I recognized uy friend. % was Frederick
Xeut Truslowe. I g told by Allan Oruickslhank that Truslow still usec the sare
sld equipient. Truslow has written maty fine articles for the Geographic and
has had rany of his pictures published. But I too, have had fun; I have photo-:
grabhed over two undred and thirty species of birds and have riade over sixteen
nuadred bird slides good enough to keepe

Bird Photozraphy 1s an excslleut hobby. % satisfiss the collecting iustinct
without harit ef any kind to the birds. You never get through; there are always
pther species to collect on £iliy, or better sveciniens of the ones you have. You
nesd then in surmlier pluTage, in winter »lurage, the youag, the unest. It elso
satisfies the 'mating instinet - of which I had wore than a touch in oy younger
dayss As a deer munter I learned maay things that are useful in munting with a
cariera, SUch as the patience to sit still in the woods; and "buck fever'. Buck .
fever is a malady that attacks rany deer mnters when they get their first shot
at a buck. And do not think that you cainot have buck fever while photographing
a bird —~ I nean as a begiunnere

Suppose you have stalked a bird oa the beach with your car and finglly have
hir ia the rizht position with respect to the sun and have tlhe carters pointed
at hirj; you try to rerember all the things you rust check before you pull the
trigzer - catera level — stop « sutter speed -~ you sbart to focus on this beau-
tiful bird, just the right distance away for a good picture, — and he walks out
of the field. You rust reneber that the image in the Tiunder is reversed and
if he walks off to the right vou rust tura the carera to the left to find hin a-
zain. Just ae you get the lens focussed, the light changes and you have to
change the stop; - and all this tine your delightful, constaat companion is whis-
pering, "Hurry, mrry, he's gettiaz ready to fly." I used to think I was doing
prebty well if hglf the slides frow g roll of filu were good enough to keep.

T is advantageous to Xnow sonething about birds when you start out to photo-
zraph then but you will also be pretty sure to learn riore aboul thex as your pho-
tegrapuic efforts conbimie. lbst birds seen: to have little fear of a car if it
stands still. The difficult thing is to drive up close to the and stop without
their flying. st of the birds of the beach can be photographed in this way as
cz1 ~any of those that pereh on the Tences or feed along the roadsidess  But there
are sovs birds like the Sparrow Hawk and the Kingficher waich just will unot stay
=% when you stod the car. For thery, you ruct use a bliad. Then soretices, you
ez walk up to a bird closely enough to get a good picture; that is, if you act
1ite an Indian (or an old deer hunter). I took pictures of Avocets in that

4



rmanner and 1y rost renarkeble perforiance was with tile Yellow-crowned Night Heron.

On Decs 26th, 1955, returning from Qhristias with frieunds ab Golden Beach, we
care up Route 78 on the west side of Okeschobes, looking for bird pictures, of
courses Ye stopped for a pienic lunch by a gate barring the entrance to a cattle
pesture. After lunch I took ry glasces and clirbed the gate Lo see if there wers
any birds in the pasture. I irvediately saw that there was a siiall pond result~
ing from a quarry or a borrow pit and abt the Tar edge of it wers three Yellows
crowned MWight erons. I rounted the carera oa a triped, suealed up altost to the
pond, took what I thought would be a falr picture of the birde, and backed away
without their flying. Then, after coagratulating ryself and plcking the sand
burrs off ry ankles, I decided that I would cee if I could gel any closer by walk—
ing around to their side of the pond. I caie to the edze of the pond gbout fif-
ty or sixty feet from the nearect birds. I took a picture and started slowly
toward ther. When they began to adpear nervous I ctopped and took another pic-
ture. The birds settled down each bire and I repested the perforiance uatil I
was within twenty or twenty-Live feet before they flew. For raay years I tar-
velled ab the fach that I had walk%ed up so close %o these shy birds. Then the
solution suddenly dawmed on e, There were cettle around there 211 I was bare-
hesdede A3 I crouched over the caiera to focus it, the birds thought thet I vas
just another white Faced Hereford.

TOIDXA FARLS ROMD If you zo straight out Belleview Ave. to the ead, you will run
right into Toroke Farms Rosd. Turnu left for one happy hour of birding for it is
truly a farr road and has little traffic.  With rabher rucky farms on the left
gide of it and woody thickets ou the right, what wore could a birder wamt? The
fresh waber birds, hawks and warblers think so too.

One day we stopped to adiire a shrike who was quite near us atop a low fence-
vost and he obviously did not have his mind on use. Rather 1t was on his lunch
which we had interrupted, - a small quite dead snake impeled on a bsrb of the wire
Pence. When he kuew that we did not want to share it, he gladly let us wabtch hin
d ine.

Joan Holden is lmowa for retaining her corfortable seat ia the car, while we
birders ruck about and geb chiggers.  Having parked just beyoud tne big dairy
Parihouse, a Friday bird trip group werc sdread along the road watching a great
rany vellowthroats, orange crowned, palr and pine warblers, aand others too nmuzer-
our to menbion, — hopping about ia the low brauches of the wood 8. They wers very
friendly birds, 'When we roturned to the cars, Jean casually sail, Mfhat is this
1i%tle bird beside me?" and eight feet away, frozen in his tracks wes a gen of an
adult sora rail, standing just across a little wet ditch on the elge of a webt thick-
et., One of the rost beautiful birds in Florida, he let us look at hix for ten
pimitese '

About the size of a turnstoze but heavier bodied, the first thing that attract-
ed the eye was the outoize greenish feet, looking rather ridicylous on such a
pretty birde Then the bright yellow chicken beal stood out in our eyes, ouly this
one had @ bit of dirt on it, for he hed been interrupted in food-searching in the
riiek.  Finally our eyes settled on the feablers, and that was the crowning gloxy
for the undorparts were a lively slete color and the back feathers a vibrant geld-
en rust with aa intermizture of both colors where the two net. Their beauty glad-
dened our eyes, for, as usual, the coloring is vuch lovelier than any plates can
shov.

Finally, he cautiously toved into the underbrush. T hope otlhers can find hin
there, 400, for they are not corwion to us. Try Towoka Farrs Road for your bird-
ing pleasure. It's a treat. Tl izgbeth B. McCandless
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THE SOC TETY 'S LOth ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER will be held in the dining hall at
Tourist Church, 50L N Wild Olive Ave., at 6:00 PM on Monday, March 18th. If

you have not secured your dimer tickets contact Mrs. Willard Whiteman (CL 3~-11L7)
at once, otherwise the few remaining tickets will be made available to friends or
guests of members,

AMUAY, MEETING PROGRAM After the busmess meetlng, Dr. May will show us one of
his bird films, and this will be followed by a new sound film sponsored by the
Massachusetts Audubon Socieby, "Our Wildlife Heritage." This fine conservation
film reflects the four seasons of New England Wildlife, = - - winter hardship,
spring courting, summer caring for the young, autumn changes, - - - and was pre-
pared by ths Soclet.yls president, Richard Borden, in behalf of the Fund for the
Preservation of Wildlife and Watural areas. It is loaned us through the court-
ssy of the Massachusetts Audubon Soclety, of which Dre Mey is an Honorary Vice
Presidente

FTEID NOTHES ‘ ' ' ’ By Margarch Branch
Our Field Trip Director, George Williams, reports that the trips have given
‘us, to date, a total of 201 species. of birds. For our full-day trips we range
_widely and numerous cars appear at the startlng point, to be assigned leaders
and extra passengers. The car-loads average four as for example, on March lst
when 13 cars carried Sh people to the Canaveral Basm, by various routes, and
- the total of species seen was 115, .

Going southward, to Canaveral, we passed tqrough clouds of orange blossom
fragrance, a little windy, but on the whole March was coming in like a lamb,
with a beautiful and delightful day on the lst. Besides such unusual items as
a COreat Horned Owl, a Wooduock, an American Bittern, reports included most of

ne birds hoped for on that trip, except the Avocets whose usual tnrrltory was
one of the areas all torn up by hugh earth-moving machinery, We were not in
sight of rockets.', but saw plenty of symbols of Army, HMavy and Air Force, in
¢hips and signs, new bridgss, canals and ditches and roadss At the Bagin, near
a dark gray, Navy Ship and a White Air Force one, on the flats, we watched ouis
quy group of 2l snowy Egrets, 20 Greater Yellowlegs, 10 Lesser Yeliowiegs, an ﬂ

i3 Bonaparte Gulls, (estimated) milling around tcgether in pursuit of & scheol
z emall fishe On a sandbar near some “bushes and tall grasses, 20 White Peli~
~ans with some Brown ones, rested or moved about; and not far away dozens of
Gormorants and hundreds of Black Skimmers, settled down on the sandy shore.

HOBBY SHOW AT CITY ISIAND

As the PELICAN goes to press plans are cornplete for a H R A S booth at ths
Hobby Show in ths Recreabion Hall on City, Island, the three days of iarch 12-
13-14, A committee appointed by President Childs, has planned the exhibit, and
its presentation to the public during the showe

A selection of bird slides from our library will be projected onto a screen
in the booth by a special type projector. Visitors questions will be answered
by various Society members, one of whom will be on duty at all times during the
exhitite We believe this to be a favorable opportumty for presenting Audubon
objectives to the general publlc. The show is open each day from 10:00 AM to
9:00 PM, .




SO

page 2
WE ARE GIAD TO WEICOME the following new members since the February issue of
the PELICAN,.
Mr. and Mrs, Fred Kugel Ormond Beach
Mr, and Mrs, Edward Beane New Hampshire
f

Mr, and Yrs. Myron Hale "
Mrs, Gertrude Cunliffe -~ Ottawa, Canada
Mlss Ba:c-bara W:Lght New Smyrna Beach

MARTINS A’I‘ YACHSE BASIN Fred A.ckeman, who built and ins’called the M’ar'bln House

at the Yachc Basin and who records. the ;E’:Lrst Mar‘cin arrlva.ls there each year,
reports for twelve vears as: followss & .

1952 Feb, 16 1955 Mche 5 1958 Feb, 9 v_‘,.1961_ ] ,Feb. éo

1953 'Febs 16 1956 - Feb. _11~ 1959 ‘Peb, Wi . .1962 - Feb, 9 .
1954 ~Mehs 1 (1957 (Jane 29 - 1960 Feb,'9 - Q' 1963+ Febo Uy

WORID TRAVEIERS Our Conbributing Edit.or,‘ Ellzabe*hn M»Candless sends us a hurried
note from Lisbon as she boards a plane for Seville eayir'g "we have seen 1,000!s

“of *olack backed gulls and many ‘mocking birds that have more white on head and
=il than otrs - also ANy unidentifiable swallows." She says “thae countryuz de

of Portugal is "incredibly beautiful - helped by a complete lack cf Biliboards,"
but requests that she be relieved of her PELICAY post until she and her round
the World companion, Ethel Monroe, complete their tour. Both send best 'regards
to all their AUDUBON frlends. . '

THE AMERIGAN CFmTNUT The Hatl onal Park Sernce reports tha.t ‘since 1960 ‘the

University of Kentucky: Agricultm-a_ Experlment Station has been searching for

' ':1a"'>'e living American chestnuts Castariea dentata. Reportedly they have i‘ound
13 with diameters of 8" or more in Teunessee and Western North Carolina. The

largest (near Sweetwater, Te*messee) has a 63" diameter trurk at breast height,
Seccnd la.rgest ig 37" and situated near Pikeville in Bledsoe Countye, Thirad
largest is in Great Smokj Mounta;ms ‘National Park on the ¢ld Leconte Creek Traily
its bre'ast height diameter is 27 ‘The Park also boastz a 15,2" d:.a.mter -8peCi~
mon, All these trees are sufferlng from the bhgh‘b and although showing con=
spicuous dead portions, have managed to-survive. According to Assistant Re-
search Forester Robert D, MacDonald of the University, all 13 of these Iiving
chestnut trees apparently grew from seed rather than as sprouts from blight-
killed trees. :

pe) YOU KNOW? We know that some: of our aembers nlgrate north mth the birds, -
But o we know how far their conservation influence spreads? - ‘Aftér many years

‘as a member of HR A S, Missg Inga Quam ‘helped organize the Nopeming Audubon

Society at Barron, Wisconsin; which is just a few miles from our National Audu~-
bon camp -at Sarona; Wis, Crex Meadows, a 35,000 acre State Conservation wild-
life project is also nearby., Members of the new club have identified 2M4 species
there, including all of our EBrets and Perons, as well as one group of * Bohemia.;v

Waxwings - considered rare in‘that areas

This year, at 32! below zeroc, they 1den‘b1fied 18 specles in thei?r Ghristmas
count, We salute Inga Quam and the Nopemlng Aadubon Soczety of Wlsconsin and

msh them well.

BIRD BAMING BUNGLE The metal strlps used to band virds are inscrlbeda "Notify
Tish and Wiidlife sService, Wash., Ds Ce" and they. used to read; "Wash, Biol.
Surve", which is an abbreviation of "Washington Biological Surveye" o

This was changed after a farmer shot a crow and disgustedly wrote to the UsS.
Government, "Dear Sirs: I shot .one of your pet crows the cther day and followed
instructions attached to it. I washed it, and boiled it and served it, It was
turribles You should stop trying to fool the people with things like this.”

n2-
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MONDAY, APRIL 15 is the date of the last meeting of the 162~163 season, at
Tourist Church, 501 N. Wild Olive Aves Iir. B. As Hubbard of Jacksonville, will
cnow a group of his slides entitled "Tae Nature of Things" for the pre-meeting
sossion at 7:00 P.Ms Following the business meeting a sound color film from tha
Nabional Audubon Society depicting wild life on a peninsula in Worthern Californ.-
ia will conclude our meeting. Let!s have a big turn-out. -

THE SOCTIETY!'S LOth AYNUAL :EETING and dimmer last month was a most enjoyable oc-
S55lon. Dras Johm B, May's bird rilms and the Massachusetts! Audubon Society's
new conservation film, "Our Wildlifé™ Heritage" provided an excellent program fol-
lowing the business meeting, T . S

OFFICERS EIECTED for the coming year ares : IR
President -~ Chester H, Childs Membership Secys -~ Mrs, Alvin Pratt

Vice " 8 -~ George I, Williams Recording Secy. = lMrs. Elizabeth lic-
Mrs. Herbert 2. Monroe Candless
Teo M, Sandefur ' Treasurer ~ Conrad H. Elkdahl.

Members-at-large Execubtive Committee: Willard 5., Whiteman, George Murray,
’ : Col. O, B Thomasge . v

TORASURER IS REPORT SUMMARY Receipts including balance on hand, membership dues,
Seresn bour receipts, annual dinner, miscellaneous, interest on savings account,
' S - $81120,83
Disbursements imsluding screen tour expenses, Pelican, monthly programs, annual
Iinner, delegates to State Cenference, projectcr repairs, donations, printing
aml supnlies, miscellaneouss $3206.15, leaving a balance on hand, of $5,15L63

FTRIN TRIP DIRECTCR, George Williams reportss The 22 scheduled trips, excludirg
T ohristmes Grasus, show whe following averagzs: epecles identified 130 per
{aip Cayy obsarvers participating 35,22, The sreatest number of species iden~
t:7led on any trip day was 32 on Fabe 8, 1953 snen T2 observers in 15 cars par-
ticipated, Fift{y.-five observdrs rphtted 119 spareies on March 9%k, 1963, Only
Lirds ssen on rczularly scheculed fleld Lrips are included in this reporbs -

To date this ceason, unusual to rare species seen include: a Brown Cresper,
Blus Goose, Yellow-throated Virso, Grasshopper Sparrcw, Common Eider Duck, Slate
Colored Junco, Brant, Brewers Blackbird, Great Horned Owl, American Woodcock,
Fox Sparrow, Black-throated Green Warbler, Swainson's Thrush, Red-throated Loon,
and a pair of Wild Turkeys. The Purple Gallinules have returned to Lake Helen
.and the Purple Sandpiper and Oystercatchers have been seen much of this season
in nearby areas of the Halifax River, The warbler migration has not passed
through cur area as yeb although cur observers have identified a number of werb-
ler spesi=s -during the past month, Most of these species are new on our "un~
lirbed" recordr “or the past L yearss .

Axr of our members who see -unusvel birds might assist others to enjoy or share
‘their fun by calling (2 7~0507 and Trip Dirsctor Williams will pass the infor-
mation to other interested birders, : : :

“la
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EDUCATIONAL PROCRAMS at MONTHLY MEETINGS

During our 1962-1963 Fall and Winter season we had a half hour program of
slides from 7 to 7:30 P.M. preceding the usuval business session at our Monthly
Society meetin.,s. Following the business session we then had one or more films
in colored moving pictures of wildlife,

Our slides were mostly of birds likely to be seen at that partlcular time of
year in our area. However, we had some variation from this in the fact that
oné program featured slides by Mrs. Thelma Acosta showing some of the inter-

esting pictures she took on her trip around the world,

On another occasion, Dr, Rawson of the Smithsonian Institute of Washington,
Do Cs showed us some beautiful slides of butterflies,

Our colored moving pictures included such films as "Point Pelee - Nature
Sanctuary" and "Newfoundland Sea Birds" from Canadian Travel and Wild Life
~T{lmss "See how they swim' and "See how they fly" from the University of Flor-
ida; "The Bobolink", "“The Blueb_rd" "The Hmmnlng Bird" from Florida Audubon
Sceiety.

At ouvr annual dinner Dr. John B, Tﬂay, honorary Vice-president of the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society and life member of the Halifax Audubon Society, gave
us an excellent program consisting of first, a film from the Massachusetts
fudubon Society showing the four seasons of the year and their influence on
uvhe wild life in that area. This was followed by two of his own splendid filas
ts"en on the Gaspé peninsula, concentrating meinly on sea birds and wild flcw-
#z3 in the region around Percéd. I. L. derrill

CCREEN TOUR ATTENDANCE Our five Audubon I_ecture and Wild Life Programs at
Peshody Auditorium this season set an all time attendance record - a total of
. 7,800, This speaks well for cormunity acceptance of an educational program
directed toward conservation. The 796 season tickets sold, covering 3,980 ad-
missions, and the 2,867 31ngle admission tickets sold at the box office are
both record highs, :

Dutes for next seascn's progra'ns have been set as followss January hth and

25th, Febs 8th and 22nd, March 25th,

[YE HR A S _BOOTH at the Hebby Show last month attracted many visitors. The
o "s1ides of blra‘., phoi- araprr,d by Fenn Foliden, really stopped the people.
Cur ‘pooth vto""pzd the judges too. We received a fine award, which was pre-
‘zented to Mr. Folden 2% our last reeting with instiuctions "To have and t6 holdf.
Credit for consuvruction and “ayoui of tie exhibit eess to Willard Whiteman and
Carlton Smith and its sveces.ful operation during the thres days of the show,

to the enthusiastic members cof cur Sociely whc mamned the booth daily from &
AM. to 10 P, My Tt was a splendid team efforti

- K IFTTER FROM EGYPT HMarch lOth, 1963

Iuxor, 450 miles up the Nile from Cairo, has given us our only bird life to
date, From 200 to 3,000 BoC, it was known in ancient days as Thebes, - the home,
place of worship and of burial of the great pharaohs - and a place of great fer-
- tility, There we saw 8 Hoopoes, about “the size of a turnstone, with black and
white chevroned back, a long, sharp bill and the crest of a peacock. Taere were
endless cattle egrebts. Ravens abounded as well as crows, but tihese crows were
" beauties. The size of a raven, they had gray bodies with black caps, bibs, wing
tips and tails. And soaring endlz:sly aad in great numbers was the Egyptian hawk
who was featured as a god here loug ago. Tnis ancient garden spot of Thebes still
remains so, with our own Florida flowers, vines and trees growing in profusions

Elizabeth McCandless.
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WHO!'S WHO IN HR A S
-~ On March 2nd, seventeen hundred citizens of the ‘Halifax Area found their

way into Peabody Auditorium for an Audubon Wildlife Film and Lecture program =
the fourth in our 1963 series. This attendance figure represents an .all time
high for a single lecture and brings our total attendance for this yeart!s ser-
~ ies to better than 5900, which exceeds our seasonal total of last year. With
the Peterson program yet to come on March 16th, and its possible attendance
figure of 2,000, ocur 1963 series promises to set a record figure of almost
8,000, This speaks well for the development of interest in conservation among
the people of our area where rapid expansion threatens many of our natural re-
sources, - . S DR : . R

How did this desirable situation come about? Well it didn't"just happen}®
Tt has been developed largely through the quiet,. continued and persistent ef-
forts of one man - Conrad Ekdahl, - - - ' -

Mr. Ekdahl has been interested in nature, particularly birds, since boyhood.
Thirteen years ago he became a member of the Halifax Kiver Audubon Clube Elev—
en years ago he was persuaded to accept the chairmanship of Audubon Screen
Tours -~ a new undertaking for him at that time. Step by step he developed tech-
niques that led from year to year, to an increase of public interest in Auduton
Wildlife Programs, Four years ago it became apparent that Seabreeze -High
School Auditorium was too small to accommodate the more than four hundred -
people who tried to attend the programs. - The move to Peabody Auditorium, in
spite of some original doubts as to its financial wisdom, has proved to. be the
perfect solution as evidenced by this yearts attendance figures. v

Connie Ekdahl will say that he alone is not responsible for the excellent
growth of our Screen Tour programs; that he has had plenty of help from many
different members of the Society., This we agree is trues -~ and is as it should
‘be. But the fact remains that for eleven years he has served as Chairman and
has carried the responsibility of success or failure. ' :

Because of this fact, we nominate Conrad Hs Ekdahl for the PELICAN award
of WHO!S WHO IN HR A S in recognition of the dedicated service he has rendered

BIRDING IS A HOBBY TOO . By Roy Hudson

“If you don't think so, just compare it with golf. A golfer pays about a
hundred dollars or more for special clubs, carries them in a fancy bag until
he gets to his thousand dollar cart. He gets in, gets oub, selects a:club and
he hits a little white ball down a stretch of fairway, which is part of a mil-
lion dollar piece of real estate. Then he rides to the ball, gets out and hiis
it again, and again and again.. He loses it, sometimes finds it, and eventually
putts it into a little hole, picks it out and starts all over again. ' He pays
$250,00 up to belong to a club, pays $3.50 up as a fee to play the course, and
when he is through, he tears up his score and hopes to do better next time,

Or, take hunting, The hunter dons his special suit, and with his hundred
dollar gun and a pocket full of shells, he either sits in a wet and windy marsh
_ blind waiting for a duck, or freezes (literally and figuratively) abt his stard,
waiting for a deer to pass by. For food? Well, maybe. At how much per pourd?

Try fishing. Boat, rod, reel, line, bait. His neighbor might accept his
catech -~ provided it is cleaned, A . . :

Now, for birding, Fifty intelligent adults in fifteen beautiful automobiles
worth $50,000,00 up, equipped with $2,500.00 worth of binoculars and scopes,
drive a hundred and fifty miles round trip, to see a red-cockaded woodpecker,
maybes A total of 40O man hours (worth a thousand dollars as unskilled labor),
2,250 car-miles go-and-reburn, 150 gallons of gas costing §50.00 (plus oil,
wear-tear) later, someone figures out that for the same expenciture of money
and time, two people could have made a trip from Daytona Beach to the Rocky
Mountains, to see a woodpecker, maybe. - ' '

Question: what could be more silly? Answer: to stay at home and listen to
the commercials. Cynical? Negative thinking? Take friendship and fresh air
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ag* two positive features and ‘gasily add ten more, a.nd you have the reasons “why
sgm ‘Ao hot ‘prefer ‘to sit it oube: -

: The worst: day of- the yeary following the big stcrm, it was cold, raining with
Ua mnd up to forty miles per hour driving it into a window cracked open half an
“inch spattering binoculars, . But, ‘surely that was no fit day to stay inside the
‘houss: looklng out. at the weather, - S0, four members-who drove ninety miles in

and out ‘of the storm: Zohe, found what birds do and where they go in such impos-

sible weather, and had a wonderful day il by 82 specaesc

"Now Voyager&" Are you ready tc come a.bord that magic frlgate and ta.ke a trip
©' MNorth With The Spring" « in .the company of a truly magnificent writer who is
also a great naturalist? : Are you ready to dream of Spring and to open your heart

to another great Sprlng tide? ‘"When the stars.and pla.nets wheel into :line, and
"'we have another Equinox ~ and down here the earth quivers impercéptibly; a roct

. wedges 1its way between two grains of sand, a bird sihgs," Mr., Teale says that

seasons begin imthe skye : And, 'since the time of the Ancientsy Spring-has been
the most exciting season for many ‘of us earth-~bound creatures. .Chapter- 3, page

10 of this’ ‘enchanting book is titled "Spring In the Sky."

- Thers is no chance for us to selsct a favorite chapter, or choose a spec:.al
portion of such a book, Your editor just finished rereading it and was as en-
- tranced as are all peopls who appreciat'e the true glory of nature. This book is
- over ten years old, but to read it is to capture all the joy and besauty of travel-
ing from the little town of Everglades, ''near the Ten Thousand Islands of the
wild Gulf coast" to the summit.of Yt. Washington and the Canadlan Boundary, and
ffmdlng the miracle of Svrirg all along the waye. : -
Y- Mp, and Yrse Teale left for a seventeen thousand mile JOIII‘D.BY around Feb. 25%h
‘ t‘;roup'h the spring fires that oceur in lower Florida, Iast Spring, we journeyed
over much of the same area and found almost identical feelings about the fires
‘and the lowered water tables -of the Glades, and I amafraid with the present real
estate boom in Collier County -~ they may grow worse. We sat in our Motel at
Fizamingo and watched flocks of migrants fly into the trees that lined the water's
edge, warblers among them - tame ernough to play around our feet as we would go
up to our meals at the lodge. Bobolinks in flocks of twenty or more - surging up
from the side of the road £ill air with their whirring wings - and reedy song ~
wirich is the very essence of Sprlng. _ One never knows what he will find around the
a nextbendmuhsroado- o R Sl !
Spring is all things to all. men, 'One ‘cannot count the ways in which it calls
to.each individual, ' We have watched it come in so many of the same places that
' ~'ave: covered . in this wonderful bock = Dismal swamp - Iake Drummond - ‘the Snokies -
area’ from Minnesota to Kentucky -~ QOklahoma to Maryland.  We -have watched warblers
. such: ag: Mr,' Teale -describes.in Chapter 19 and we have gone deep into Okefenocke
swamp with a guide who knew those marvelous water trails as we know Tomoka Road,
-and-have gone up.Roan lfountain in the Tennessee - Narth Carolina border country to
“.wabteh the:vertical migraticn and from Ormond around the Gulf to Brownsville and

“have felt the desolatlon of the Ducktomm country and the magic of a New n.ngland

Spring.
~.: ALl of these th:.ngs you mll flnd in. "North ,m;a t,he Spring" wrltten in 1831
by Mr, Edwin Way Teale and awaiting you at your Iabrary. Come aboard the frigate
- my Hearties = and drlnk deep of the nectar of Springe ©  Nell Kent.

t CONSERVATION SFRVICE A real piec:e of conservat:.on sérvice is being rendered by

' "Margaret Branch this year. She is giving talks to groups of children and adults

illustrated m’h the Holden bird slidess So far in 163 she has glven four pro-
. grams with two more svhedu ed and others pendmg. ’

C T Mrs, Hy Ge. Farr als:o gave one garden club program at Edgewater, These pro-
grr.ms are encowraging miany new peoplé in feeding, protecting and p0551b..y study-
. 1ng the birds of our area. Our thanks to theSe Ladiese S

e
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To members of the IRAS, grectings and hopes for a bang-up 1963 - 64 birding
season.

In this issue of the Pelican there is a copy of the folder "Birding at its
best", Keep this and use it to sell a new prospect to join our society. We
should increase our membership by 50 to 75 by next spring, but that will de-
pend on the efforts put out by you.

Three good ways to interest new people are (1) Invite them to take one of our
bird trips with you; (2) Take them to one of the monthly meetings; (3) Talk
up the Audubon Screen Tourse Try to sell them a season ticket,

Tickets will be available at the MNovember meeting. A real effort by each and
everyone will make our society the biggest and best in the state.

Our new Post Office Box is Sh7h - Seabreeze Station.

Two golden anniversaries of notable Audubon members were celebrated since your
last Pelican. Helen and leo Sandefur had theirs last April and in August Jean
and Fenn Volden had a reception in Wichigan which Margaret and Ralph Branch
attended., Congratulations - you four, '

We shall sadly miss the Sandefurs, who have moved to San Diego.
Address: 9062 Robinridge Way, Santee, California.
Nell and Millard Kent are a loss to us.
Address: ;27 Palm Drive, Bahia Villa Estates, Sarasota, Florida.

Tt1s a bit of luck for us that the Florida Audvbon Societyt!s Fourth Annual
Group Conference will be held at De Ieon Springs, for we have all been invited
by Mr. Russell Mason to attend any of the meebtings we can. The conference
will start October 11 at 2:30 pem. with an evening seassion. All day Satur-
day, October 12 will be filled with interesting programs, and it will end Sunday
at noon, October 13. ILet's have a good attendance, lirs., Fratt and Iirse. Mce
Candless will be the regular delegates, and cars of our local birders are
planninz to drive over for most of the sessions.

Schedule of Birding Trips - October and November 1963:

Half day trips All day trips

Sat. Oct. 12 Fri. Oct, 18 - Matanzas Park - Villano Marsh
Pri, Nove. 1 Sat, Octe. 26 - Rock Springs % .Duda Ranch

Sat, Nov, 16 Frie. Move 9 = Titusville % Tndian River Groves
Sat, Mov. 30 Frie. Nove 22 ~ Cape Canaveral

The Florida Audubon Society's Caribbean Tours for 1963 are as follows:

November 7 to 10
Eleuthera  $185 per person

Noverber 28 to Decerber 1
(Grand Bahama $170 per person

o) lover)
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Contact Mr. Hason at Ps0O. Box 7, Maitland for further information. Thesé tburs
have proved being very worthwhile to those of our members who have taken them.

Prof. Calvert of East Alabama University arrived in town for his annual late
August birding trip, l!Mrs. Beatrice Thomas, lir. % Mrs. George Williams joined
him for a trip to Duda Ranch, They found Sandhill Cranes, Black Terns,. Baird
Sandpipers, White Rumped Sandpipers, Cliff Swallows, and 60 other species
identified during their 8 hours in the field, v _ .

A change is the road from "’fason Ave. as it. turns south toward Rte. 92. Th:l.sA
joins the Barberville road east of Hull Rd. Another change in our local area
is a new dirt road around the _soubheast section of the Ormond Beach Airport..

The additional General Electrlc Building with the lagoon and flagstaff will
impress our members as they return to the "Jorld!'s Most Famous Beach" and one
of the most versatile birding areas in the Southeastern United States.

The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission in a recent release from its
Ocala office, indicated that it is a violation of the law to pick up baby
animals from the woods and that viclators will not only have the animals confis-
cated, but will be subject to court action, Mr. Bickerstaff, central regional
manager for the Commission said that "You may think that you are ‘rescuing an
orphan by picking up a baby animal when the mother may have been. actually
frightened away., If you know definitely that the mother has been killed and
has left a fawn in the woods, notify the nearest wildlife officer and let him
rescue it rather than attempting the task yourself ! .

The Florlda Audubon Societ.y cautlons that most supposed orphaned birds are not
usually orphans. The parents probably are nearby and are simply waiting for
the intruders to leave before resuming feeding their young. .But when birds
have been injured they sometimes can be nursed back to health so that they can
be returned to the wilds A circular on.this may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to Flarlda Audubon Soc:.ety, Pe Os Drawer 7, Maitland,
Florida,
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To &11 menbers, :01d and new, and to-all friends of HRAS, welcome to what has

started off as the best seasom every..

The next regular meeting will be November 18 (correct the printed program which
you have received), same time, same place, as usual, and do nok forget the very
interesting thirty~mimute program before the business session begins, more de~
tails of whieh are printed below, :

A1l members who are interested in an instyuction course to improve their bird

identifieation, kindly hand in name, address, and phone number to George Le

Williams, Trip Director, at the next meeting, If there is sufficient interest

among the members, details for such a course will be completed so that it may -
~ begin 1in December, ' .

Schedule o_f Birding Trips - November 16 to Decenber- 1h, 1963:

Half Day Trips © A1l Day Trips
Sat,, Nov, 1O Fri,, Nov, 22 - Cape Canaveral
" Sat, Nov, 30 Sate, Decy 7 w Lemon Bluff - Osteen - Sanford

Sat,, Dec, 1; ~ Welaka Fish Halcheries

The last of the Caribbean Tours for 1963, conducted by the Florida Audubon So-
ciety, will be November 28 to December 1, to Grand Bahama, The cost is $170
per person, These tours have proved to have been very worthwhile in the past
according to those of our members who have taken them. Contact Mr. Russell
Mason, P, O, Box 7, Maitland, Florida for further information,

By the way, speaking of the Florida Audubon Socisty, reminds your editor to
urge all members new to the state to take timg out to visit the office of the
State Society at Maitland, You will find your wvisit very interesting, and you
may be fortunate to meet Mr, Russell lMason, himself, :

Tt is not too early to begin to talk up the Audubon Screen Tours for the coming
season, Although other costs have gone up, the cost of a season ticket for the
Audubon Wildlife Films, as the Screen Tours are officially named, remains the
same « $3,00 for adults for the course of five programs; $1,50 for high school
or junior college students, Single admissions at the door remain eighty and
forty cents respectively, = Tickets will be available at ths Novenber meeting,

We are very glad to welcome the following new members who have joined since the
April meeting: . '
Mr, Donald J, Barmettler ~ Route 3, Box 665, Deland, Fla,
Mrs, S. F. Branson - P, O, Box 5741, Daytona Beach
 Mrs, Ruby Cowden =~ 73l Riverside Drive, Holly Hill :
Miss Henrietta Flack - L412 N, Peninsula Drive, Daytona Beach
Mr & Mrs Donald T, Mason ~ P O Box 805, Edgewatery Fla.
Mr & Mrs Philip D, Nichols - 66 Ocean Shore Drive, Ormond Beach
' Mrse Iola Sabine =~ 349 Flushing Avenue, Daytona Beach '
Mrs, Ella J, Schultze = 65 -River Shore Drive, Ormond Beach
Mr & Mrs Fred W, Vichert - 82 Carol Road, Ormond Beach
Mry R, Je Ward - 311 S, Decatur Street, Malden, Missouri
Mrse Margery Jo Woehr « 220 Venetian Way, South Daytona
Mrs, Adele M, Wylie - 320 W. Peninsula Drive, Daytona Beache

Please MAIL -applications for membership renewal promptly to lirs, Beatrice E,
Pratt, 6l River Shore Drive, Ormond Beach, Fla., or P. Oe Box 5L7h, Daytona
Reach, Flae 32020; or BRING cards with you to the next meeting,

P



Word was received recently from Miss Addie Hobbs that she and Miss Polleys will
not be:‘able  to return’ o Daytona Beach this winter,: Miss Addie -is etill using:
a walker altogether since she fell and injured her. lame hip some weeks agos =" - -
Miss Maidie is confined to her bed because of a slight stroke which affected -
her right hand and left leg, and Miss Addie is acting as her nurse, = They are =~
both very interested in their birds, and keep their feeders well filled,” Miss -
Addie-said that they would miss HRAS very much, and would appreciate it ifany
of their friends would drop them a line., The address -~ Essex, Mags., 01929, - =~

KNOW THE BIRDS' by Roy Hudson

With a: view to: presenting a unified program of some: interest to all members; I
have agreed to take the first half hour of each monthly meeting for the entire =
season, using about thirty of the Fenn Holden color slides at each meetigge In - -
addition to emphasis on birds to be seen during the month just ahead, the over-
all plan will include practically every bird commonly seen in this area) which -
1s one of the best birding districts in the entire nation. o T

Some may wamt to just see the pictures for a half hour of entertainment,. - But .
the aim will be to go far deeper for those who want to know more and more about
birds and nature, No matter how much of a novice or expert you-are, you will
learn something by looking up each of the following birds in "the ‘bookft,

Many birds can be identified readily by size and color at almost any time of - -
%he year, but others may puzele you by plumage that varies with sex, with the
season, with the immature bird, or individual differences. - For:this month, pay -
perticular attention to what you can learn about silhouette, their flight pat. - - °
terns and feeding habits, These things DO NOT CHANGE, and are often quite . -

necessary to finally identify a bird. For thie month:

(These eat insects, worms, seeds, fruit, ete,) = . -

Tree swallow  Brown~headed cowbird  Cardinal Blue jay

Barm 'swallow  ~lLoggerhead shrike - House sparrow Scrub jay - ¢ - v
Cattle egret - Hockingbird = ~ . -Cedar Waxwing Bobwhite . .o
(These eat mostly fish, but how do they catch them?) . . S e
White pelican . Brown pelican - Little blue heron ‘Magnificente
Pied-billed grebe -  Belted kingfisher ~ Common egret-  frigate-Bird
Double-crested cormorant Royal tern Black skimmer ‘ ‘
Common loon N Sandwich tern:  Osprey’  laughing gull"
Gannet Great blue heron Bald eagle ' Herring gull -

Come a little early, for either."the 7:30% or "the 8:00" o'clock trip.- George
Williams, our field-trip chairman dnd director, will arrange carloads consider-
ing space, guidance, driving, eveh compatibility (e.g. while mary are indiffer-
ent, some are decided smokers, or non-smokers) in each small group'he sends:
forth, If some cars gather passengers in-advance; it promotes a- smooth take-
off, always only three or four- cars-at.a time. With your car's route: 4nd-des-
tination given on a fresh check listy you can usually make sevéral checksy to
start with, at our South'Bridge rendezveus: * As you scan water, air, and land
between early morning -greetings you*ll:find arcund “there a surprising variety
of both birds and peoples ' Going ten miles -away or a hundred, for some of -us
the field trips are the choicest -of all HRAS activities, -and the -all-day ones
the best of those even when weather . or interesting happenings may make them .

i
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So far this season weather has been elegant on all four trip days. On October
26 it might have been a bit cooler for the long and very special trip we speak
of as"Duda", and the enjoyable picnic lunch, after hastening out of that Duda
gate, at Rock Springs - a large outdoor picnic and recreation park -~ where all
36 of us in eleven cars got together,

All of our meeting and picnic spots are as carefully and cannily chosen asg our
birding ones - with an occasional daring flutter into new territory which we
must constantly seek, if only to compensate for old favorites lost to develop-
ment and"progress'. (e.g. our "Route L' spot once so fabulous now has a "NO
STOPPTNG" sign along the road) Few and far between are our trips to where Mr,
Duda and his sons achieved a rather amazing and extensive lay~out for truck
farming in black-as-coal muckland, over west and south of Sanford. Several
years ago Ethel Monroe introduced us to this whole new area through a Florida
Audubon friend, Thanks to arrangements first made by Mrs. Rae Moody of Tanger-
ine, who usually guides us there, we are now a privileged group. Provided we
are out of the big gate before it closes at noon on Saturday, we may walk or
drive slowly along the dirt work-roads on the many dykes, and scan whatever
wide fields and drainage ditches may be flooded attracting water and shore
birds, or vast stretches where enormous machines have plowed under tall cover-
crops, leaving visible great concentrations of birds. We must keep a wary eye
on the huge machines at work in the dislance to kesp out of their way on the
dykes, as well as to keep away from their noise, and their clouds of black dust,
or white spray (This time on wide fields of green cabbage.) At the Duda truck
farms on October 26 our most special finds were sandhill cranes flapping away,
soras hastily vanishing behind overhanging greenery as a car rolled quietly by
a drainage ditech, and a solid huddle of hundreds, perhaps a thousand, blue-
winged teals These ducks, probably exhausted migrants, were far away from all
of our binoculars and !scopes down a drainage ditch, paying no attention to us,

At Rock Springs, after lunch, a fascinated group watched a pileated woodpecker
at work only a few yards from our sheltered tables. Meanwhile, another small
group was slowly exploring a nearby trail where Connie Ekdahl's come-hither
language brought a ruby crowned kinglet almost to his shoulder, and kept a
hermit thrush peering from a low bush near the path, for us to observe, too
close for binoculars,

Leaving Rock Springs, drivers chose their own routes home. Some left parked
cars near the bridge where the route to New Smyrna crosses the Welaka River, to
lean on the guard rail and peer down at that tropically scenic stream and
watch the limpkins feeding in the shallows, orpreening themselves on the roots
of a fallen tree along the bank. Once at New Smyrna Beach, our carmates-
agreed to detour to walk along the sands of the Coast Guard beach, and saw
ospreys, gulls, terns, and the small plovers, piping and "ringed", that are
such fun to watch as they busily feed along the shore, Home in the sunset,
about 6 P.Me ~ a lovely daye

On trip days all hours count, before, during, and after the trip, and each
group reports in all species observed that day. The very first trip reported

a combined total of 92 species. Each of the next two trips reported 94 species.
The fourth trip, November 1, with three separate groups driving off in different
directions, a total of 103 species were reported - our "high"* to date. In an-
other "Pelican" I hope that we can have a complete list of species seen so far,
and that complementing Roy Hudson's 20 we are to study and be shown on slides
at the monthly meeting, and also we may become lyrical about an independent’
"Top Twenty" enjoyed on our recent field tripse

-3
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As this issue is going to press the news of t;he sudden passing of Dr. John B.
May, on December 2nd has been anndunced. While preparing to leave his home in
Cohasset, Massachusetts for Daytona Beach, he was strickens

Dr. May was known throughout the United States as one of its i'oremost Ornith-
ologists, having written several books on this sub ject, among them one on the
hawks of North America. He was a long time Director of the Massachusetts Audu-
bon Society, Tribute was paid to him by Roger Tory Peterson when he was on our
Screen Tour Program last yeare. Mr. Peterson said that it was through the help
and encouragement of Dr. May that he took up the serious study of birds in his
younger years,

Although 87 years of age, Dr. May was young in spirit, active, and still had
keen perception, During the winters that he has been spending here he -was a
very frequent. member of our scheduled bird trips, and made many additional trips
with various members of our Society. Just last year, it was he who pointed out
the Ipswich Sparrow to a number of us, which is a very hard bird to identify.

A few years ago at our annual meeting Dr, May showed one of his flfxe nature
f£ilms which was enjoyed by everyone., At that time, he was made an Honorary Mem-
ber of our Society. We shall greatly miss Dr. lay. by C. He Ekdahl

Our next meeting will be held on December 16, same time, same place, .ag usual.
For our new members, and those others who have just arrived in town, the half
hour program which starts at 7:00 o'clock, before the meeting, the details of
which are given below, will be very interesting for all,

4 There is but one half day trip planned for December, on the 28th, In Janﬁary,
one half day trip on the 3rd, and a full day trip on January 17 to Silver Glen
Springs, have been planned, . i

Our series of Audubon Wildlife Films will begin January lLth, less than a month
from now. As has been the case in the past several years, they will be held at
Peabody Auditorium, starting at 7:30 P.me The first illustrated talk will be
given by Howard L. Orians, know to many of you, on !For Generations to Come".
The cost, as usual, is %3.00 for adults, and %$1,50 for students, for the course
of five lectures. Single adyissions at the door are eighty and forty cents
respectively, ' . _ e

Christmas Census: This activity is a nationwide project sponsored by the Na-
tional Audubon Society., The purpose of this activity is to keep track of the
bird population, and through it, to protect by added national legislation the
bird species which assist in maintaining the beneficial balance in Nature, and
to control the excessive use of harmful insecticides. Each bird club, country-
wide, through its coverage of an area around its headquarters, endeavors.to
identify and count all birds of each species seen on a single day between dawn
and dusk. Accuracy and dedication to this project are paramount in this active
ity. The trip director appoints the group leaders and assigns the areas each
of them will cover that day, The group leaders choose their own observers.

Subsequent to December 19th and prior to January 3rd, anyone in the greater
Daytona Beach area seeing unusual bird species is requested to call Trip
Director George Williams, OR [-0997, between 6 P.M. and 7 P.M,

, ' -1 -
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The new members who have joined HRAS since the last edition of The Pelican ares

* Miss Elizabeth Boyer, 9 River Drive, - Ortond Beach
Miss Georgia Conley, 340 S. Ridgewood Avenue, Daytona Beach .

3

“ Mri Frank F. Hardy, L26 Golf Boulevard, Daytona Beach =
“Mre and Mrs. Jean duVal Kane, 1219 Fernway Drive, Ormond Beach
Mrs, Charles F. lee, 171 Laurie Drive, Ormond Beach o
. Miss Ellen Peterson, 340 S, Ridgewoad Avenue, Daytona Beach -~ =
' Mr. and Mrs, R P. Ward, 108.S. Wild Olive Avenue, Daytona Beach =
‘Mrs, Herbert Woods, hLl Zelda Boulevard, Daytona Beach - =~ ¢
‘Miss Gertrude McCullough, 340°S. Ridgewood Avenus, Daytona Beach =
Pleas MAIL your membership rerewal promptly to the membership secretary if you
have rot already done so. NO PELICANS will be mailed after this issue to those
who have not renewed membership, . , ' -
All members who have ‘joined through the TRIPLE ME{BERSHIP PLAN should nobtify the
menibership” secrétary promptly so that their status as members in our Halifax
- River Audubon Society may be determined. : N I o

Membérship as reported at the last meeting was 171. The merbership secretary
1s VMrs. Beatrice E. Pratt, P.0. Box 5L7l, Daytona Beach, Florida, 32020,

* KNOW THE BIRDS By Roy Hudson i o o
Recall the emphasis last month on: silhouette; -flight patterns; feeding habits,
This month, study ths books and birds for habitat, colormarkings,(note,ma]_._e,
‘female; immiture; miting and winter plumage) s distinctive traits (such as tail-
wagging), - Some birds will be found in a great variety of habitats, some - will
- bBe in only one or a few. Note relation between habitat and feeding habits,

Here are some different habitats: far out at sea (pelagic), off shore, in near
-shors, on beach, ‘gulfs-and bays, salt and brackish marshes, tidal flats (mud or
"sand), ‘islands, Fresh-water -lakes -and ponds, rivers, creeks » rapid streans, .
marshes and. swarps (wooded swamps, open water, edges growing grasses or reeds,
deep water or shallow). In wooded areas, high in trees (in pine or decidious),
dead trees or snags, low trees, brush, scrub or thickets, Open country, grain
- fields, ‘grassy ‘stubble, meadows, pastures, burned fields, farm lands, roadsides
(on . fence.or higher wires)s High in sky, low over marshess Airports, cities,

- towms.: -And-whenyougo morth or west; forests s mountains, canyons, “deserts.
This is the "bird of the rionth" list, . "How many can you match to one or more of
the above habitats? - If you read about them and figure out where they are most
likely to be found, the showing and discussion at this month's meeting will
have accented meaning and value, Y S T
Hooded merganser - Ruddy duck Common snipe = . Catbirda = .
Mallard "~ .. ' Ring-necked duck Brown-headed nuthatch Redwinged
‘Blue-winged teal - lesser scawp Turkey vulture .. ... blackbird ...

. Green-winged teal -Canvasback ~ Black vulture . . Yellowthroat .
Pintall . =~ Sanderling ' Pileated woodpecker Swamp, sparrow. . .
Shoveler ' -~ Ruddy turnstone Palm warbler @~ = Killdeer =
‘American widgeon Caspian tern Myrtle warbler - Meadowlark

Redhead = Clapper rail - - Eastern phosbé |

-
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FIEID NOTES By Margaret Branch '

Farewell Cape Canaveralt oh November 224 ten cars ot‘ us made the extra long trip
southward by various routes. After a fine long morning of birding; leaving home
at _seven, we were hungry before noon for the happy get-together, to lunch and
compare notes in the remant of- theé ‘park right in the town of Canaverals The
pienic tables among b:.g trees were still there though development had surrounded
our spot and almost crowded it out. The numerous birds of other years were gone.
A big new restaurant and dozens of empty, parked cars, like a wall around it,
were there instead, So, by 1330 we all were scattered, off once more to explore
new and changed areas, and search for the wildest roads remaining. Some of us
never heard a word of the day's tragedies uﬁt:.l evening, at honme, . _

We had found new causeways s double-paved and toll, and a railroad spur, nearly
finished, blocking off Playa Linda, the beach where all Titusville played in the
hot months, and where we had watched Frigate Birds soaring above us. Before
lunch. reach:mg our choicest objective, Canaveral Basin, we watched a small
fraction of the. shore birds and water hirds hoped for there..-True, tha tida .
was in, and when it ebbs ’che stretches of water may uncover some wide. m&fiat.s,
still, But huge machines are busy there, too, digging out ‘and i‘:.ll:l.ng in for
ships, not birds,

We found wide banks of white sand fill, in place of Avocets, Aside-from a -

group of White Pelicans flying in formation, afar off, we saw but one large
white one resting with several Browns at the Basin, and a single Frlgate Bird
over the torn-up beach a block from the picnic. area, One Longebilled Curlew was
a prize to be admired by 'scope, and near him, for comparison, the shorter but
still strongly down-curved bill of another curlew, once called Hudsonian, but
now Whimbrel, to agree with other countries. In spite of the change, however,
November 22 was a fine day. ,

It is astonz.sh:mg how many devoted blrders may show up on a brlght Saturday morn-
ing so cold (one of our short spells, of coursel) that fingers are cold inside
gloves, On November 30, our trip director was prompt in arriving but found seven
cars at the bridge waiting for him, He condensed (not literally) six into four,
and sent them on their way at 7:30, Our president stayed behind to help greet
‘and speed the eight otclocks, At 73:LS the lagoon near WROD had a beautiful -
assortment of nearly all the Herons, White Ibis, our first Horned Grebe of the
season, several Pied-bills., Later, near Port Orange we found our first Common
Loon, temporarily stranded, 1n hlS dull. m.n‘c.er plumage 3 at Z!.owr tlde.

The average number of species seen on our five scheduled trips in NOVember wa.s
110, The largest number on any one day was 130, ‘and the smallest was 87, This
last number were seen on November 30 which was so cold and mndy. The largest
~number of birders for one day was 38, on November 9.

Some unusual single birds reported in November, not included on our che‘cklist,
weres Cliff Swallow, Bank Swallow, Black-throated Green Warbler, Tennessee
‘Warbler, Bewick's Wren, Swainson's. Thrush,. Western Sandpiper, Black-billed
Cuckoo, Fulvous Tree Duck, and, most unexpected of all and watched by a whole
group, south of New Smyrna Beach, a Western Kingbird. A bird :anluded in our
1ist but rare for this area was the Marbled Godwit.

Crex Meadows By Inga Quanm

(Inga Quam, a member of HRAS for many years, has recently returned from Wisconsin
where she spends several months each year., While there she is an active member
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. 'of_the Nopeming Andubon Society of Baprron, M$oonsin, whioh she m.th severaL
- cher oonservation-minded men and women started two years ago last April,)

Barron, in norttmest Wisconsin, is a favored spot for the etudy and enjo mer
. -of birds, mldlife, and nature. T is only t.hirty miles to the southeas
"’ new National Audubon Camp .near SOrona, “Wisconsin « one of: four in'the United’
States, Crex Meadows, only a few miles farther to the northwest is another of
. Nature's Wonderlands} ~ This - a 3500 a¢ré wildlife area, part of which is a
"Refuge" .~ is a wetland restoration project. ‘Tt is owned and managed by the
‘Wiscorisin Conservation Departmenﬁ. Though as yet this vas’o area is only par-
tially developed for the protection and feeding of birds and wildlife, its wide
choice of habitat attracts a mixture of both Eastern and Western species of "
‘birds,  The yearly highlight is ‘the thoueands ‘of waterfowl which concentrate
" “each £all'witkin the Refuge to rest and’ feed ‘during- migration.  Each: year Nopenir
Audubon members and others go there during the month of October, It is-a breathe
taking scens{ Tmmense 'flocks of Canada geese, blue and white geese, ducks, “heror
and-other’ waterfowi ﬂy between the ‘acres of planted corn, barley, ‘and rice = to
* the nearby ponds and swamps., In a few days each flock, fed and rested, contlnue
their journey to warmer climes,: -

TRIP TH’OUGH SOUI'HERN EUROPE By George }’urray

On ny recent ‘trip to Europe I found‘the Wide distrlbution of blrds amazing in a

_ way. The hirds found in Ireland, ‘England, and Scotland, can also be found’ in

" Spain, France, Portugal, and on the island "of majorca. I saw a number in France
this year that I had seen before 80 1u‘:‘:ls only able to find twenty-five new spec:.e‘
to add to nw cheok llst. R T . , ,

Our first stop was Paris where I took the Metro to'the Bois de’ Boulogne, a
. Jlovely. park on the outskirts., Here I found all the common species such as the
'Blue Tit, Blackbird, Spotted Flyoatcher, ‘Nuthateh, Song Tlirush, Magpie, Common’
~ Gull, WOod Pigeon, Great Tit, Chaffinch, and that European cousin of Pagser
_’,fDomesticus, the Tree Sparrow. .The .Tree Sparrow, in caseé you are interésted, =
" used to be_seen in the United. States, in Ste. lLouis, I believe, -and probably is
‘integrate,d with the Weaver now, I found but .one new specie in this vast park,'
Ethe Iesser Spotted WQodpecker, wh1ch 1s a great deal hke our Ladder Ba.cked
:Woodpecker in appearance. S L

They are cIeaning aII of “the 01d buildings in Par:.s and had almost finished the
Opera’ House when we were there, The removal of the centuries of grime from -
these . old buildings is revealing the true architectural beauty these buildings :
really possess, The Tuilemes, the gardens near the Louvre, were éxceptionally
‘beautiful this year, I had seen them in November of 1959 and they had left *
much to be desired, so I was pleased to see them this year in t.he peak of their
beauty. ) _ ) , _ - ; R .

We took a trip dom to. Fontainbleau and T was amazed ’oo see ‘the” groups of swifts
and swalléws skimming over the great expanse of grass between the formal" gardens
of the" ‘palace. ;I did’ find the Black Redstdrt in a stand of pine ‘treesy 35 - Tiew
one for me, It was black mth rus’c.y tail and not- as pretty as “our Redstart.

(To be continued)



