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In this first issue of the new year, sincere wishes are sent to each one of you
for a very happy, healtlv, and successful year, with plenty of good weather for
"birding®

NOTICE!!! The next meeting will be held THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, at 7:30 ‘PaMe as
usual, at the social room of the Tourist Church, The business meeting will be
preceded by another of Mr. Roy Hudson's illustrated talks on the identificatlon
of birds which will begin promptly at 7:00 P.Me At the conclusion of the regu-
ular business meeting, several short films will be shown. A further descripe
tion of Mr, Hudson's talk is given below,

Téle following fleld trips have been planned for the period January l7-February
1 € o
All day trips:- Friday, January 17 - Silver Glen Springs
Saturday, February 1 - Osteen - Oak Hill - Sanford
Saturday, February 15~ Dupont Road - Crescent Beach -
_ Anastasia Park
Half day trips:- Friday, January 2l
Friday, February 7

Approximately 1000 attended the first film of the current Audubon Wildlife
Series, January L, given by Mr, Howard L, Orians. By special request, he
showed his film, "The Iand the Glaciers Forgot", describing a very interesting
section of Wisconsin, which took him four years to complete. The next film
shown and narrated by Mr, Karl H. Maslowski, will be given January 25, at 7:30
P.M. His subject will be "Gone with the Wilderness", Season tickets for the
remaining four lectures will be $2.50 for adults and $1.,25 for students. A
Single admissions, purchased at the door, will remain the usual price through-
out the series - eighty cents for adults, forty cents for students,

Mrs. Beatrice E, Pratt, Membership Secretary, reports that since the last mon-
thly meeting, the following new members have joined our socielys-

Mrse. Ee Ne Baldwin, L Brooks Drive, Ormond Beach

Mre & Mrs, Ernest M, Blanchard, Dolphin Motel, 2043 S« Atlantic Avenue :

Mre & Mrse E. Ce Brainerd, 37?0 Se. Atlantic Avenue

Mr, & Mrse Ae Co England, LS San Jose Drive, Ormond Beach

Mrse William P, Haack, 32 Beechwood Drive, Ormond Beach

Mrs, Dorothy B, Hill, 37 Beeclwood Drive, Ormond Beach

Mr. Robert E. Love, 21 N, Hollywood Avenue

Mrs, laura Owens, 723 N. Atlantic Avenue

Mr. & Mrse. Gilbert M. Patton, 126 Ocean Terrace, Ormond Beach

Mr, % Mrs, Harold H, Starkey, L5 Wisteria Drive, Ormond Beach

Mrs. Katherine J. Smythe, Ormond Hotel, 15 E. Granada Avenue, Ormond Beach,
We now have a total membership of 210,

Any member who wishes to purchase any of the Bird Lists to use for hi'83 own
record, should contact Mr, George L. Williams, Trip Director.

FTEID NOTES By Margaret Branch

Although looking forward to fresh trips and new birds in 196k, we still re-
member what a good month this past December was. First, the all-day trip to
Iemon Bluff Fish Camp, on December 7, a rewarding trip, was especially remem=
bered for the Limpkins. This trip was missed by your reporter who was watching
the Frigate Birds at Key West. ,
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A beauntiful day for the Welaka Fish Hatcheries trip on December 1, gave us fewexr
unusual spec:.es than we had expected at the bresding ponds but we had a fine
chance to picnic and explore the various interesting routes that may be fol-
lowed.s The small aquarium, where our cars gather abt noon, is one safe, warm
haven to schedule for December, when chill days of other years have made even
the hardiest glad to picnic indoors. This year small groups, following differ=-
ent paths, totalled over 100 species. We felt very fortunate as we rememberad -
how, Just one year before, our Dude Farms trip had to be cancelled by the drop
to the 20's and the December 13 freeze that blighted Florida.

On December 19 the HRAS share of the nation-wide annual bird census for the Na=
tional Audubon Society was scheduled. This was the first day of the period.
Each participatlng club is given the choice of any one day only during the lat-
ter part of December, The undertaking is complicated.and strenuous, nationwide
in scope, and the results of the census is published the following summer in an
issue of Audubon Field Notes, The report is very detailed and interesting as
the different species of birds seen are named, their location, number, and in
what weather the census was taken by each individual club. For our_club, Mr.-
George L. Williams planned our trip, and complled and mailed in the compos:.te
report of our 22 observers. Divided into teams and assigned specific areas to
cover, our observers checked about 20,000 birds of 132 species on December 19 in
good weather, The total included very welcome additions reported from feeders.
The number of species was very fine, but the total number of birds was “disap-
pointing., Robins led in numbers with approxlma’rely 7000 reported, followed by
Ring-b:.lled Gulls. )

On December 29, one HRAS ca.rload went to the Titusville area, in wind and rain,

to start there at dawn in an assigned section, and found over 96 species to con~
tribute to the Florida Audubon Society's census of that day in that fast chang-
ing area. Bewildering even-to those well acquainted with it in former years, it
now calls for special government position to birders, and large acreage is con-
pletely closed to duck nters. Thousands of ducks of many species have taken
refuge-there, The duck concentration was reached over a long, rough stretch of
abandoned road, guided by Carleton Wilson, the director of that new U. S. Wild-
life Refuge.

Our last local trip for 1963 was on December 28. The day was fair and cool, and
plenty of interesting birds were seen by the fourteen who went out. That sams

day Ann Arbor, Michigan was taking its census for the National Audubon Society.
Thirty-seven observers, in below-freezing weather, with snow and ice, were very
happy to find 52 species numbering about 6000, one-third of which were Engllsh
sparrowsi} For the next four or five months our birding may steadily improve,

but nearly any day, right now, one can investigate favorite spots for three or
four hours in the forenoon, and find 50 or 60 species, not far from homes Three
cheers for herelil S : '

The complete schedule of the 196l Caribbean ° Ta:bural History Tours, glven under the
the direction of the Florida Audubon Society is as follows:-

1, March L-19, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Yucatan

2. April }4-18, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

3« April 17-May 2, Netherlands Antilles, Tmmdad, Tobago

L, Nov, 12-15, Grand Bahama Island _

Se Nov, 26-29, Eleuthera, Harbour, and New Prov1dence Islands in the

northern Bahamas. . .

These trips, limited to twenty persons, have been very popular in the past. Any
one of our members interested in them may obtain full information by writing to -
the Florida Audubon Society, P.O. Drawer 7, Maitland, Florida. Or better stilly :
drive over to Maitland and become acquainted with the office of the state Audubon, -
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A letter from Miss Addie Hobbs describes the "iinter Wonderland" at her home in
Tssex, Massachusetts, She tells of the sun shining like diamonds on the pines,
and on a 3-foot icicle hanging from her neighbor's roof. She says "Florida in
all its glamour has nothing to compare with the beauty around my home." A flock.
of Evening Grosbeaks have been feeding.at her neighborts feeder, as they did at -
her own earlier in the w:.nter. They make a wonderful sightr silhouetted against
the snow and ices o :

Miss Addie takes all her msals at a 'c.able in her kltchen near the window, and

watches the birds having their meals at her feeder about one foot away. She has

had Tree -Sparrows, Song Sparrows, many Purple Finches, Juncoes, Downy Woodpeckers,

Starlings, and, of course Blue Jays. 'Recently a Ruby-crcwned Kinglet was feeding

cn seeds from a shrub directly below her window. A neighbor boy reported seeing -
Robin gorglng himself on frozen apples in a nearby orchard.

Miss Addie, however, misses. Daytona Beach and the bird trlps which she engoyed :
very much, She is also very lonesome for her old friend, Miss Maidee Polleys, '
who recently passed away, but her ®bird friends" help to £ill this void in a =~
small measure, She asks to be remembered to all of her.friends in the Hallfax _
River Audubon Society, (reported by Norma Elr'dahl)

KNOW THE RIRDS By Roy Hudson

In observ:.np and 1dent1fy1ng birds, stlll be alert to s:.lhouette, their flight
patterns and feeding habits; habitat, color markings and distinctive traits,
These topics are basic, and a necessary part of either basic knowledge or of
on-the-spot observations And at one glance, it is necessary to make a mental
photograph of the bill, crown, nape, throat, face pattern, breast and belly spots-
and color (all over, sides or belly), wing bars or none, tall (short or long,
rounded or notched. or square).

This month the slldes and the addltlonal points in identification w:r.ll deal with
differences due to sex and maturity; with the frequency of occurrence and status
of the birds, and the problems of similarity and the process of sorting out by
elimination, In studying the pictures and.reading the books about the following
birds, try to figure out how you would distinguish one from another in the field =
where they might be-seen, and whether they would be observed in large numbers or -
singly, or whether they would be here at all at this time.

Black bellled plover : Dunhn : ' . Boat-tailed grackle
Golden plover - - Short-bilied dow:.t.cher -Cowbird -

Yilson's plover : Greater yellow-legs Downy woodpecker
Semi-palmated plover ‘Lesser yellow-legs Hairy woodpecker
Piping plover Willet ' Yellow~bellied sapsucker
Snowy plover . Horned grebe Red bellied woodpecker
Ieast sandpiper Pied~billed grebe Red headed woodpecker
Spotted sandpiper .. Redwing blackbird . " Mourning dove.
Pectoral sandpiper Rusty blackbird B Ground dove

Purple sandpiper Brewer's blackbird '

Sanderling - Common grackle

Trip Through Southern Europe (continued) By George S Murray

{sfter a week in Paris, Mr., Murray spent nine days touring the Chateau Country in
the neighborhood of Orleans, His two new birds for his list found along the lLoire
Ziver were the Yellow Wagtail and the Sand Martin. After returning to Paris, he
and his aunt flew from Orley Airport to Lisbon,)



We stayed three days in Llsbon before startlng a fifteen day tour of Spa.in. Two
of these days were used in taking all~day tours out -of the citys: One was a cirw -
cle tour north to Nazare, an .old fishing village where the women:still washclothes -
on stones in the river; then to Batalha, Fatima, Santarem, and back to Lisbone
The countryside was covered with groves of olive and cork treess The cork trees

are stripped of . their bark once every eight years, and then turn red through oxiw =~

dation,  :The. other tour took us ‘up into Sintra,?:a very beautiful, mountainous

country, -One-of the beauties of Lisbon itself is its mosaic sidewalkss They ex=- o

tend for miles to the outskirts bv.rb becauee of the high cost of conatruction are
not used any mores .

In Spain we stayed about four days each at Seville ’ Malaga, and Granada, and
ended thetour at Madrid. We saw many cathedfals throughout Spain, each one more -
beautiful than-the last, but amid this pretentious display of grandeur and wealth,
signs of poverty were on every hand. Donkeys are the main mode of travel and -
transportation, and the roads are in very poor condition. In spite of this, the -
Spaniards still are a2 happy, boisterous people. They hold down two: jobs to make
both ends meeta Each city has a bull ring but I understand that bullfights are
for the tourists", and the natives are going in more for football, wbichif._iiﬁe_y_';’f__ -
spell "futball" and is the same as the English game. Much of the countryside in

Spain is rather mountainous and very ary, vrlth many groves of almond, ohve, and‘-

cork trees- dotting the landscape, L

I found great flocks of the Crest-ed Lark tm'eughoub Spain. rThe'z'K’estrel was: often‘f-f

flying overhead, Over there. the.Kestrel is not. the Sparrow Hawk. Their Sparrow < ' = |
Hawk looks like our Coopei!s Hawk; then there is the Iesser XKestrel which is ino oo

between and has not quite made vp his mind which one he wants to be. I could-

make this even more coni‘using if any one wishes me tolll On our way t.o Algecu‘as o

I was i‘ortunate enough ta see some Griffons SOar:mg 1n the skyo

After touring the cathedrals, flamenco dances, Prado Museum, and a: i‘ew assorted

castles, we flew from Madrid to Palma, the capital of: the-lovely island of Ma= - :
Jjorca,...I hoped to have luckcenough to find-a Hoopoe, and seeing.a~castle, sure . -~
rounded by-:trees, high on a hill; toward evening that first:-day I tried to find -
a shortcut to this area. There.was one eadily: identified but- because it wds- ¢ -~
nearing dinnertime I returned to the hotele The next day we took a trip to Val-
demosa where-Chopin livéd.for a very short period - quite a beautiful spot for-a =

sensitive soul. I kept asking our guide about the Hoopoe but received little- =

satisfaction from his answers. The following morning I started for that-grove '
of trees I had spotted from our hotel. While tramping over four hills I saw

the Sardinian Warbler, black cap below the eye, which is quite red when a close =~

look is possible. It looks as if he had just gotten over a spree. On another
hill T found the Firecrest, which looks much like our kinglet except that the:
crown is always visible, Finally on another hill I came to an almond grove, and
found not one but two dozen Hoopoesi} With their black and white wing pattern,
pink-brown body, long black-tipped erectile crest, and long curved bill, they -
can not be mistaken once they are seen. They hop along the ground like our
flicker, turning over small stones looking for furry caterpillars which I saw
them eating, They are very scary, although the Majorcans say ‘they are smelly "
and no one bothers thems, Any move at hundred feet will alarm them and oAi‘f‘ they )
go on-a lazy, undulating flight with a call said to be %Poo, Poo, P6o," * I had -
the pleasure of studymg th:Ls fasca.natlng b:er f‘or three days before we left S
Majorcase . . - .
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Extremely happy news for all members of our organization is. the report that Che’s
Childs, our president who has been compelled to inactivity under doctor'!s orders,
is sufficiently 1mprov1ng so that he will proba.bly be able to assume his regular
duties in March, ; :

largest of all contributions from any local socie’c.y was the. 4’31;00 presented by
Conrad H, Ekdahl for the Halifax River Audubon Society for the year 1963 to the
state Florida Audubon Society at its annual meeting at ILakeland on Saturday, -
Pebruary lst, Connie resigned from the board of directors of ‘the state organi~-
zation but was immediately elected to the advisory committee. Ralph and Mar-
garet Branch, and Connie and Norma Ekdahl represented our society, and Margaret
tells us more about it below.

ANNUAL DINNER Tickets will be available for the annual dinner to be held on
arch 16th at the next meeting, February 17th. The price is $2 and it will be
at the Elks Lodge, South Ridgewood and South Streets Food here is reported to
be unusually good and the dinner will feature baked chicken and delicious pies
Be sure to make your reservation at the next meeting or call members of the com-
mittee: Willard Whiteman, chairman, George Murray, Alvin Pratt., Nettie Ross and
Dorothy Vickert, -

CONGRATUIATIONS to Fenn Holden who has just been elected to the board of .di-
rectors of the state Florida Audubon Societys

CORRECTJ‘ON ATTENTION PIEASE: There w111 be no half-day trip on Saturday,
March f, as listed in the trip schedule on your yellow programe On this date
there is an all-day trip to Titusville and Indian River Groves as listeds On
March 1 there will be a hali‘-day trip that is not scheduled on the program,
Please make these changes in your programs :

ATTENTION: Two new departments appear in this issue: Audubon Chatter is a
column about members and birds. Let Elizabeth McCandless or Iillian Crosby
¥now, by telephone or note, what you have seen, what you have done and where
you have been, The other new department is Questions and Answers about birds
and birding territory. By referring your questions to the proper- authorlties,
we shall strive to publish authentic. answers. Do not hesitate to send in your
questions, as you are like many others who would like to knowl

NOTICEY The next meeting will be held méy February 17, at 7:00 psme, at
The social room of the Tourist Church. Mre Roy Hudson's illustrated talks on
the identification of birds will be followed by the business meeting at 7:30s
After this Henry Dearborn reports three films from the "Film Booking Departmentt
of Florida State University will be presented. Further detailed information
about Mre Hudson's talk and Mr. Dearborn's films is given belows -

Mrs. Beatrice E, Pratt, Membership Secretary, reports that since the last monthly
meeting, the following new members have joined our societys:
Mrs, Mona Malfoeuf, 17l Broadway
Miss Gertrude H, Houghton, Watertown, New York
Mre Ernest D. Scribner, 2026 N. Oceanside Blvds, Ormond
Mr, and Mrs. M. Grasse, 1208 5. Ridgewood Avenue
The names of three new members were inadvertently omitted from the previous
issue of the Pelican, They are: Mre & Mrse William F, Randall, 621 N.Halifax Ave
Mrse Hazel Walker, 115 Mitchell Place
Our present membership is 229, At a comparable date in 1963, our society's

menbership was 239.
N
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ATTEVTION: holders of Speclal Triple Membershipst = = = =

Our association is affiliated with the National Audubon Society but is not a ,
"eharter® group, As such we are not eligible for a refund to the local of local
portions of triple dues. When renewing your national and Florida (state) member-
ships, you may have a "dual" membership which packages national and state dues

at $10 per individual or %12,50 for family membership, but you will be personally
responsible to our club for next year's local dues, according to irs. Pratte _

IMPCRTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: According to the by-laws of the Halifax River Audubon
Boclety, it 15 required that the nembership have published notice of a contem~
plated amendment to the Constitution and By-laws one month in advance of election.
The following is‘therefore submitted to fulfill this requirement: o '
Article 53 "The Officers of this society shall be a president and
three vice presidents of equal rank, a recording secretary
_ ~and a membership secretary and a treasurer whose duties shall -
. ... be those set forth in the by-laws," .
Proposed Amended Article 5; The officers of this society shall be a
. . ‘president and three vice presidents of equal rank
and a recording secretary, a membership-corresponding
secretary, a treasurer and an historian whose duties
ghall be those set forth in the by-laws. ’

AUDUBON CHATTER: by Elizabeth McCandless :

We want to know more about every ‘one -- not just a few, Help us to have
the Pelican represent all the membership by turning in short news items about .
you and your friends, : I : e

Tke Merrill, George Murray and Hemry Dearborn saw about 65 or 70 knots
in groups just south of Sunglow Pier during the last week in Januarye
They report black-backed gulls here, t00.

The Willard Whitemans have returned at last from six weeks in Schnectady, -
New York, Good winter birding theres o _ ‘

Frank and Lillian Crosby spent several days in January birding with the .
Florida Audubon sponsored trip at Flamingo and the Everglades., Many
‘spoonbills are there now just before going into nesting season. On
their way home near Okeechobee they came within close range of a group
of 30 glossy ibis and a Cara-cara making a meal on a dead rabbit along

the 'roa_d_s’ide. ’

At Enterprise Cemstery on February 1, about 25 heavily streaked birds
busily eating pine seeds were identified by five Audubon members as Pine
Siskins, It is believed that these birds set a record for Florida, Among
the witnesses were Hemry Dearborn, Willard Whiteman and Elizabeth McCandlesse

' Velma Hayes had a clipping from the Manchester Guardian., Tt told about the.
excitement (Audubonly) in the British Isles Dy the arrival - via a fall
storm - of three strange birds: namely, a red-eyed vireo, a Baltimore oriole
and a rose~breasted grosbeak, It seems that our red-eye is similar to their
black cap warbler, Their ariole is the golden and found all over Europes
They do not have a grosbeak like ours, but distant cousins are the Pine
grosbeak (Scandinavia) the scarlet grosbeak (Russia) and the crossbill

* - (found in most of Europe). |
U 2 -
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KNOW THE BIRDS-PLUS By Roy Hudson -

This month is not a bird-book-and~picture project. It is a field assignment.
Assuming that I were confined to a wheelchair, able to be rolled to a window,

I should be able to see, without binoculars, at least the first ten birds listed
below, When I could be up and out, within a very short distance from our home,
I might add another fifteen, Jlthin one season, we identified 132 birds within
walking distance of home, Depending on where you live, your list may be diff~
erent, but even if you go no far'ther.-than a window, birds will come to you.

You will stimulate observation and enrich your outdoor life, if you add many of
t‘ve other easy nature interests to your birds. Back of our home are four vacant
lcts, recently bull-dozed, and grown up in myhat-have~you," The inhabitants may

change from time to time., In addition to several birds that like it, we have
found some 35 species of flowering plants - some quite exotic and some weedy -
everything from orchids to stick-tights, And there within sight of our own yard,
we could observe swamp rabbits, wood rats, field mice, voles, lizards, and more
worms, insects and spiders than we could list, and more than a dozen kinds of
trees and shrubs, not including cultivated nursery plants.

From the time this reaches you to the next meeting, you will have a week or so
of time, Will all of you, whether leading or going on field trips, or observing
frun your own "wheel chairf; please MAKE A LIST of all birds seen and identified
¢uring that period of time? Tt may be ten or it may be a hundred. Make a list
and know the number, I'11 ask you for a total report at the next meeting,

The following list is not for study or for pictures at the next meeting. (That

is a surprise) Take your book and get outside. That is where you will see most
of these birds during that wzck. The more often and the farther afield you go,

the more you will see and the more fun you will have, FHappy Huntingli

Mocking bird, red-bellied wocdpécker, mourning dove, starling, house sparrow,
biuve jay, brown pelican, ring-billed gull, cardinal, fish crow, (That's ten).
Red winged blackbird, house wren, meadow ldark, belted kingfisher, sparrow hawk,
berring gull, sanderling, royal tern, Forster's tern, black bellied plover,
doubie crested cormorant, cozm%rackle, common egret, ruddy turnstone, myrtle
warbler, palm warbler. If ycu I00K for these, you will see twice as manye

The. death of Edward Ee+ Pinckney in January in Penn Yan, New York, is reported
by Beatrice Pratt. Mr. Pinckney was a long time member of ‘the Halifax River
Andvbon Society and although Mr. and Mrs. Pinckney have recently wintered in
Brzdenton, they have many friends here who will be interested to kaow that lMrse
P:Lm.kney plans to return to Day‘bona Beach and become active aga:.n in HRAS.

NEXT MEETING At the February 17 mee'bing, Henry Dearborn reports that he will
have three films from the "Film Booking Department" of Florida State Unlvers:Lty,
of Tallahassee, Birds of Prey in black and white, showing common species in
natural habitat, Such birds ass turkey vulture, marsh hawk, red-tailed hawk,
rough legged hawk, sparrow hawk, bald eagle, barn owl, great horned owl, and
snowy owl,
Birds of the Countryside in colory emphas:.z:.ncr the value of birds to man, and
Teaturing The indigo bun’olng s meadow lark, night hawk, red-tailed hawk, klng«-
bird and killdeer,
Audubon and Birds of America.The life and works of John James Audubon recreates
yousiful beginnings in America and takes us to the completion of his study "The
Birds of America", In color. )

-3 -
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question: How is it possible for shorebirds to .stand for hours on one leg?

Answers: These birds hold the body in an oblique position by strong muscles =
balancing it between the knees, the rig:i.d frame make this ob]ique
pos:tion poss:LbIe without tiring. L . _

Question: How marw species of birds are found in North Amerlca? ,
Answers Scientists disagree about this as some of them group species together 3
others separate them, Most agree however that the total number is in
~ the region of 650, 1In a 30,000 mile trip of birding areas in North -
America, Roger Tory Peterson and James Fischer est.ab]ished a record
for- one year of 572 seens . . - o

TRIP 'DIRECT_CR- George Williams;-reports an eni;husiastic groupz,of_,persona are
taking advantage of the Wednesday morning instruction classes in bird identi-
fication, Three excellent instructors conduct these classess they are, Fred
_Ackerman, -Connie. Ekdahl and Margaret Branch, They meet every Wednesday morning
at 8:30 at City Island Parking lot, and if you wish to increase your joy in
living and your. bird knowledge there is still time and room for you to join
one of these groups. This is wark in the field which is always very valuable.

FIEID NOTES By Ma.rgaret Branch

January field trips were more or less rout:.ne enjoyment. One was postponed
because of a heavy all-day rain; fog almost hid the beach on another., But the
hardy "regulars" bundled up and were rewarded for going forth.  The birds were
therel Field-trip-day combined totals still average 96 species. The smallest
field group went out on Jan, 3, when the:temperature was- Ll degrees and there
was frost at 7 a.me The Jan. 11 trip, the sky overcast and the temperature in
the 60's, was luckily only a half-day trip, for it poured in the afternoon.
The Hudsons led us to birds galore above Ormond, however, _

On the next Saturdag there was an all-day trip %o Silver Springse The cold
wind caused half of us to lunch in our cars, parked overlooking the Springs,
but a walk in the.sheltered woods nearby gave us all excellent birding which
included warblers, gnatcatchers and thrushess While lunching we watched grebes,
gallinules and coots busy feeding out on the water. Silver Glen- Springs is one
of our top favorites for birds, picnics and swimming, usually good for these
sports the year round. For our half-day trip on the 2Lth, it was warm again
with the temperature in the- 70'5, although we had started out once again in a
thick fog at. 7 130 aeme ) _ o R

THE. 6h'rH FIORIDA AUDUBON socmz*s annual meeting, as always ‘the flrst ‘week-end
in February, this year left Winter Park, the headquarters-area,.and was held in
lakeland, The expanded three-day activities are now to be called the annual
Wconvention', including and ending with the usual all-day field trip on Sunday.
Lakeland has a beautiful new eivic center on the prmcipal one of its 17 lakes
(or lakelets) mth:.n the city 1imits. Here there is provided suitable rooms

and adequate space for all exhibits, speakers, film and slide showings and book
store, Four spescial meals (with speakers and toastmasters) are also held here
and ample parking space is provided.

Dynamc Presiderrt Ken Morrlson opened the convent:.on Friday morning. Executive
Director Rus Mason and lake Region Audubon Society's president, Mrs. Niswonger,

was. active in all areas, Mrs. Ray Moody (who led us around on the dykes at Duda
Ranch last fall) is the new secretary .of Florida. Audubon Society, and our =

mb-
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treasurer and screen tour director, Connie Ekdahl resigned as a member of the
board of directors on which he has served for approximately five years and was
made a member of the advisory board,

This year, Lakeland being surrounded by extensive phosphate mining territory,

the program featured speakers and films on the subject, and for the Sunday field
trip, two big chartered busses were carefully guided into the generally forbidden
phosphate sanctuaries., These are being developed around lakes made where danger-
ous and unsightly pits and barren spoil banks followed huge operations. One
official showed rather amazing pictures of present experiments in restoring the
countryside to use and beauty after trainloads of phosphate rock have been pro-
cessed and removeds The Florida phosphate industry has a "4 million dollar pay-~
roll"., Tn the deep pits, shallow water hides forty feet of pumped-in residue
called "slime" which would stick to us like paste and act like quicksand, It

is a mystery how an anhinga can dive into this and come up spotless and sleeks
Dead trees, crumbling bush-covered banks and dangerous pit-lakes (people are
barred) make grand roosts for numberless wood storks, herons and egrets which
nest there,

The 1964 Convention program was very full and varied, Birds, conservation,
wildflowers of Florida, bird carvings and painting, wild-life photography,
snakes and amphibians and Florida parks were a few of the many subjects. Three
hundred were reported registered but all were probably not in attendance for
the entire convention period, The whole package is too exhausting, and too
expensive and too fully packed for some of us. MNext February the convention
is to be at Jacksonville Beach, and many of our members should enjoy at least
portions of it - all, if they can TAKE it{ from lMargaret Branch
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The most important festive oeccasion of the Halifax River Audubon Soc:.ety is the
ANNUAL MEETING. and DINNER to be held this year on March 16th at the Elks' Lodge,
South Ridgewood and South Streets. This event should receive pricrity on your
engagement calendar for March as the hardworking committee is making every effort
to make this a gala event with excellent eéntertainment and unusually delicious
foud, The price is $2,00 and yo&f’:ﬁake your reservation or buy a ticket by con-
t,act:mg any member of the committee by mail or telephone, They are Willard
Woiteman, chairman, George Murray, Alvin Pratt, Nettie Ross and Dorothy Vickert.
The deadline for these reservations is Thursday, March 12th, Hurryld Hurryl

OVER THE TOP: A record high in membership for our society has been reached this
Fear, It now totals 21 exceeding last year's membership of 239. Congratula-
tions to Beatrice Pratt, membership secretary, and to other loyal and devoted
members who have made this banner year possible., We welcome these new members:

Mrs, Alice Eldridge, 321 N. Ocean Avenue (from Western Springs, Ill,)

Miss Iucinda E, Johnson, Ormond Hotel, Ormond Beach

Mrs, Carl lange, 20 San Jose Drive, Ormond Beach

Mrs. Ruby Miller, Ormond Hotel, ‘Ormond Beach

Mrs. Stella Rogazz, Tahiti Motel " (Cleveland, Ohio)

~ Mr, Thomas A. Spencer 337 Manhattan Avenue
Mro & Mrs. Edward E, Johuson, 116 Sun Dance Trail, Ormond Beach
Mrs. Herbert M, Filiebrown, L31 N. Halifax Avenue

DID YOU KNOW THAT the entire state of Florida regards the Halifax River Audubon
Society with awe and respect because it ranks first in so many areast We have
beén recognized for a number of years as having more and better couducted bird
trips than most areas, for our outstanding educational work in schools and with
beginning birders; we rank first in the state in tour screen attendance for the
_,> size of our area and second only to St. Petersburg in the entire state, and for
car financial contributions to the state Florida Audubon Society. These are
only a few of our activities and we plan in the future to tell you more in detail
about our branch, Frank Berger, who so ably edited the PELICAN for the first
issues of the _year, has promised to write the story of the history of our organi-
zation which is now more than LO years old. Watch for his article. :

CONMRAD EXDAHL urges you and your friends not to miss the fifth and last screen
Tour of the season on March 28th in Peabody Auditorium. Alfred M. Bailey, whom
Connie knew some years ago when living in IaGrange, Illinois, while the former
was the Director of the Chicago Natural History Museum, will present an excel-
lent illustrated talk on "Ecuador's Enchanted Isles

DANGER AIERT! For the second straight year, Secretary of the Interior Stewart
L. Udall has permitted Texas Ranchers or their agents to kill golden eagles in
32 Texas counties during the lambing season, but denying them the use of air-
planes or poison. They are permitted to shoot eagles from the ground, or catch
them im steel traps by setting them around dead sheep.

A pressure group, including a few pilots, are using every means to force
Seeretary Udall to change his regulations and permit a resumption of ths aerial
slaughter which, until stopped, was steadily depleting the golden eagle population
of western North America,

Please express your views promptly by letter or telegram to Mr. We Re’ Poage,
chairman, House Livestock Sub-Committee, House Office Building, Washington, DsCo
Ask him to make your message a part of the hearing record, Alsc be sure to write
your own representative if you reside elsewhere than in Mr. Poage's district,

D, R, Matthews, of Florida, is a member of Mr., Poage's Livestock Sub-Committees
Your prompt message urging him to support Secretary Udall in his prohibition of
the aerial slaughter of the golden eagles in Texas would be very helpful. Do it

Fadarrt @ Tra 24 wmme?
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AUDUBON CHATTER by Elizabeth McCandless
S Connie and Norma Ekdahl found the first Parula Warbler of the season on
DuPont Road on February 25th. , .

: Iydia Hamilton, of Hamilton, Ontario, our: birdn.ng compan:.on dur:mg the many
winters she spent at Whitehall, now sends us word of her trips and finds in Maine
‘and Ontario, Following the extra-successful Christmas bird count (98 species)
in Decerber, the "Hamilton Spectator" published an entire page with bird illus-
trations, rather like our local page which recently featured Fenn Holden's bird

studies, Their leading' species: a black-backed,’ three-toed woodpecker and 20
‘king eider ducks would have been unheard of here. They also pictured re-tailed

hawks (352) and starlings (L,200)s We miss Lydia and her keen eye for spottinge.

We understand the Fenn Holdens are spending a week at Flamingo and the
Everglades. We' Look :E‘orward to more of Fenn's incomparable bird pho’oographa.

Iillian and Frank Crosby have returned from Wakulla Springs and Ste Marks
Wild Iife Sanctuary. Some persons do not believe the limpkins came up on the
dock and "talked" back to them but just take a little trip up there and find out,
They saw whistling swans in the refuge; "whistling in the rain," they say, for
Tallahassee has had the same kind of rainy.-weather as ‘Daytonas There are wood
ducks and mandarin ducks on the lake at the inn :

Mr. R. J. Longstreet prominent ornithologist, author, lecturer and teacher
and one of the Halifax River Audubon Society's beloved founders, regrets exceed-
ingly that his health will not permit him to attend our annual dinner. . We wish
to express our grati’oude to. ‘hin for the excellent groundwork he did in. organiz-
ing our society, Mr, He Cs Chambers, who was treasurer for FRAS for 1l years,
is aiso unable to make the trip from Pittsburgh where he now. lives, for this
occasion. S _

" A charming letter from Essex, 11388+, from our dear frlend, Miss Addie Hobbs
(who is getting about with a walker now) tells of the birds on her winter feeder
gold and purple finches, juncos, song sparrows, white breasted nuthatches, hairy
and downy woodpeckers; an gccasional: pheasant and grosbeak., There are many ‘

‘chickadees but her thrill is two ‘pine siskins., Even a broken‘hip can't spoil
this birdert's-enjoyment, She recommends reading ®ALL THE BIRDS IN THE BIBLE"
by Alice Parmelee. p Thank you, Miss Add:x.e. o o .

A ,jar lid of bacon fat seems to ‘be the main attraction for the many birds
now coming to my feéder., Latély there. have been Maryland yellow throats, myrtle
warblers, brown thrashers, bluejays, cardinals, field, house, white~throated
and chipping spparows and house wrense What surprises have you had lately?

Let. me know. | — Elizabe‘bh. : . A , , :

FIELD TRIPS and WORKSHOPS By George W:.lliams

T want to emphasize the value of our morning "workshops" which start from the
parking -area east of the recreation building every Wednesday at 8:30 apms For
those members not well-versed in the birds of Florlda. and the species who use
 Florida as'a part of their northern migration flyway, the instructors. and their
knowledge of thess birds can be of immeasurable helpe Conrad Ekdahl, Fred Acker-
man and Margaret. Branch are giving their time to improve your birding pleasure,

Your club officers hope that ‘through your attendance N many new group leaders and
field directors will become. available. ‘Before the season ends, I hope to take .
over-one Wednesday morning session to give a talk on the duties of group. leaders
amd trip directors, R T

.
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,_ﬂI‘he birding trips of the ‘past four weeks have produced‘ ‘some interee‘c-ing featuree
"which culminated in’owr spring trip to Cape Kennedy. Five small groups for that
trip-day recorded 131 species identified which tops the number recorded.for any
ons=day field trip, This was a pledsant and rewarding ‘day's effort for the 48
members who braved the wind, rain and mists which they endured between 7:30"in .
the morning to l:30 in the afternoon. However, most. of our membeis felt that the
birds seen amply offset the discomforture of the weather, Among the unusual.
birds identified weres: the bald eagle, Canada goose, marbled godwit .and both
short ‘and long-billed curlew, These species are seldom seen north_of Canaveral
harbor, One group saw'an edgle!s nest with two young on it dnd both parents in-
the nearby area. Considering the weather, the appearance of L8 birders was .
gratifying and more than justified the faith of your trip director in- calling .
cvt five excellent group leaders to assist in making the all~day trip a hlghly
successful one. Reed Margaret Branch's detailed accoun'b in her Field Notes :[n
this issuel

FIELD NOTES by Margaret Branch

This February was a difficult month, indeed, for hlttlng upon good trip’ daya,
but we dodged bad weather on both sides, en,joying half-days on February Tth and
21st, and whole~day trips, west and north, on the lst and 151:-h, just as sched-
uled way back’ last sumner. S o _

Then came February 28th and the 1ong-a.nticipated journey sou‘bh to Cape Canaveral,
It was one of those warm, gray days when showers descend at most inconvenient
intervals «=- weather that is sometimes referred to as "open and shet -- sign of
more weth, Nevertheless, our people gathered in numbers shortly after seven in
the morning and George Williams sent forth group ‘after group with a black rain
cloud traveling along above us as we made our wa.y by various southerly routes,

2 to L cars for each leader.

On this trip, we never could all get together. A Our picnic spot. was awa.sh with
rain puddles and noon was our wettest hour. Two cars reached a friend!s home on
the -Cape where they ate lunch on a covered porch while they watched painted
buntings at a feeder, The other ten cars sheltered their passengers who managed
to keep dry and quite comfortably enjoying sandwiches, cookies and the’ contents
of thermos bottles, In the afternoon, the weather-cleared, and altogether we
had a combined grand list’ of 131 species of land and water birds., These in-
cluded as George Williams has mentioned in the previous articles L bald eagles,
osprey, white pelicans (hundreds) s dowitchers, whimbrels, Dunlins, glossy ibis,
Wilson's plovers, great black-backed gulls, common gallinules, and painted bunt-
ings. Ducks are not common in our home area, except the red-breasted merganger
and scaup which like our brackish waters, -We found it exciting on ‘this trip to
look over numerous 'coots and discover beyond them shovellers, redheads, mottleds,
pintails, canvas backs, American widgeone, blue-winged teals and hooded mergan-
Serse .

Th:.s was our first trip since that fatal November 22nd to the Bape wh:.ch has,
quite fittingly, changed its name to-'Cape Kennedy. There are still many side
roads, causeways, dogens of ponds and shores where birding is good; for this is .
the Cocoa area that has the largest natlonal Christmas bird count every years
This year, however, the Houston, Texas, area ran an nncomforteble close second
to them; they were only 3 birds behind them in the runner-up. Birders making
this trip should dodge or by-pass, somehow, the thick and fast ‘traffic with its
huge, loaded trucks hurrying to take over the Cape. Canaveral, meaning "sea
of grass", it should no longer be called,

-3~
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FROGRAf DIRECTCR Henry W. Dearborn announces that the color films for the next
meeting will be "Our Wildlife Heritaggﬂ, and "The Bald Eagle, Our National Bird,"

- In the first film, "Animals are intimately portrayed in their natural environ-

, ment, and birds of many varieties are shown in the four seasons as they migrate,
incubate, feed, and protect their young." The National Audubon Society speaks
of the second film as; "A magnificant documentary film showing the habits, be=-
havior and seasonal movements of our national bird, and presenting some of its
problemst. "Includes dramatic scenes of the vast concentrations of Alaskan
eagles, as well as close-ups of the Florida nesting birds."

Marion J. Anderson: The death during February of Marion Anderson marked the
passing of a valued member of the Halifax River Audubon Society. He had been
an active member since the beginning of the club, His latest activity had been
as screen tour conductor immediately preceding Conrad Ekdahle

QUESTIONS AND AVSWERS

Question: How many species of birds are found in North America?
Answer: To supplement last month's answer to this question, what the inquirer -
~ probably meant to ask was the number in the Continental United States,

which, because of Alaska, also includes Canada and Greenland, but not
Mexico, except Baja, California, which is bird-wise a part of Cali-
fornia, There have been 5 editions of the A4.0.U. Check-List of North
American Birds, 1886, 1895, 1910, 1931 and the current issue of 1957.
The original edition of 1886 listed 768 species of birds, and many
races or subspecies. Since 1886, 15 species have been dropped for
various reasons; 20 have been ruled identical with other species; and
132 new species have been added, with at least 6 more since the 5t
edition was published, making a total of 871,

There are also 2L species not numbered above, in a Hypothetical IList,
with perhaps one sight record or otherwise not satisfactorily identi-
fied. ' In addition, Peterson's "Field Guide to Western Birds" has a
special section on birds of Hawaii which includes many species not
found in Continental:United Statess

Restricting the count to this A.0.U. Check-List, the top birder in
the United States is Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, with a count of 669,
‘Roger Peterson is second with 638. Both have lists much higher,
including birds outside of the UeSole " from Roy Hudson

Guestion: Do anyfbirds hibernéte‘rather than migrate? o

Answer: Many years ago it was believed that most birds hibernated during the
cold, Recent studies indicate that some boatsuckers, swifts and oc=-
cationally some hummingbirds may enter a torpid state, In 1949, a
study was made by scientists of a poorwill in a state of hiberna=-
tion for a period of 85 days. Much has yet to be learned of the
migration and hibernation of birds.

Question: Why do birds sing? P . :

Answer: To proclaim territery, for a mating invitatiion, as a manifestation

of peak vitality, for flock formation, and perhaps for the very joy
of living, : .

o k-
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OF FRED-AND ARISTOTIE . . =« o renny

For a long time we have wanted to tell you about Fred Ackerman but hé'is strangely
reticent to tell us very much about himself 8o that any errors in the following . -
will have to fall upon his own head, First, 1ike the famous Greek, Aristotle,
who you remember was a tutor to Alexander the Great, he is a natural-born teacher
and scientist, with a passion for ornithology. . Like Aristotle, he has a great

respect for and the comprehension of established fact.  You recall that Aristotle
anticipated Bacon and the modern scientific movement in his realization of the
importance of ordered knowledge. He Set himself the task of gathering and
setting down knowledge of natural phenomena, This was the first gleam of organ-
jzed seientific inquiry in the world, Fred, too, has this gift of patience for
observing carefully and recording in detail, without which no scientist can bes
Some of the things we do know about Fred is that he is one of our best and most
patient instructors and leaders in field trips. We have not been able to find
out if he put up the bird houses on City Island but he does take the responsi-
bility for having them cleaned and in shape when the birds come backe

We know that he works hard selling tickets to the Audubon screen tours and is
probably our top salesman, and that he has one of the mosi carefully detailed
and recorded bird list in our membership. But let Fred talk to you himself, as
he writes with all the charm of the famous Pepys! Diary which is one of our
classicss

From Fred: The instruction group met this morning (2-26-6L) and had a good morn-
ing of lessons: 2 purple sandpipers, 25 martins, 12 Savannah sparrows, horned
grebes, 2 clapper rails, 2 black ducks, 1 spotted sandpiper, a great black-
backed gull, 2 willets, 18 snipe, 2 Caspian terns and 1 Canada goose at Port
Orange (which is a very scarce bird around here)e Mrs. Von Thurm was the wit-
ness for the Canada goose, Sixty species more were seen and more than 100 cootse
Sharptail sparrows and robins are migrating fast now through the Daytona Beach
ared,

(2-19-6}) Today we saw a flicker sitting in my small martin house at City Island
to nest,

(2-7-6L) lartins returned from South America to my 2L-room house all smack and

clean and newly painted. In other years martins came home to Daytona as follows:

January 29 - 1957; February 9, 1958; February 1, 1959; February 9, 1960; Feb~

ruary 20, 196I; Februvary 9, 1962; rebruary 1, 1963.

See purple sandpipers in two's almost every day at City Island,

A Trip:

By the time I drove over town to pick up lMrs. Farr and then back to get
Mrs. Block and then Miss Velma Hayes out in Ormond, I just did not know where
the bird club had gone so we started out and worked north looking for serub jays
but had no luck. However, we kept probing around in our slow and easy way and
we found 9 white ibis, 25 cedar waxwings, 2 cattle egrets and 23 Forster terns
almost in one flock, which was quite a treat. There was also one lone ospreye
Fifty-five tree swallows circled around us at Dr. Folk's pond where we also
found 7 wood ibis, 12 Savannah sparrows, 2 Bob Whites, 3 Caspians, catbirds,
coots and ring-necked ducks, Presently we tried our secret place where things
were popping with brown thrashers, chipping sparrows, towhees, white throats,
cardinals, redwings and an immature redtailed hawk, A little later, while
driving along some exclaimed about a flock of birds so Fred had to turn around
to go and find them, Pure gold in the sunshine there they were, another flock
of Cedar Waxwings,

-5=- (over)
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When we stopped at our place to eat we were greeted by bluebirds, fn.eld sparrows;

* “meaddw larks, goldPinchés and gracikless After Tunéh we Brought but thé iseope

“and 'féund myriad birdss piping ‘plovérs; “semi-palmated-plovers; w:.ilets, yellow _
.. legs, (both greater and le‘sser) many herons and egre‘bs, gulls, warblers ‘ar_ld
" sparrows. ' The elimax of the *trip occu g our ‘c
. ing’ ﬁnds were '3 gull-billed “terns, Dun K
a T'Sa © On our way hdme ‘we found '.autiful hooded Mergan rs, ;red
breasted merganser, ‘and_a ‘serub Jjay "came ‘down “from the wire’ ‘when'I produced
peanutd while four of "his brothers came out of h:Ldmg ‘to I‘eas, ;also, W@ saw
1 L skirmners at the Matanza,s bridgec'

, gL I‘Y .
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IN AFRIL of each year, THE PELICAN folds 1ts wings and hibernates until the fol-
lowing October, We look back this year on a job well done by officers, committee
chairmen and an enthusiastic membership, so that our "parting is a sweet sorrow!,
The well-conducted field trips, the screen tours and lecture slides, together
with the Wednesday morning instruction.field trips constituted a course in ornith-
ology that might be the ideal of any college curriculum. The membership expresses
its gratitude to those who gave their time, knowledge and experience to thus en-
rich our lives, for scientists now know that while "birds can 11ve without man,
man cannot live without the birds.".

OUR PPESTDENTS, PAST AND PRESENT ¢ Chester He Childs, one of Halifax River Audubon
Society's most respected, revered and efficient presidents has turned over his
gavel to Rose P, Block, the new president for the 19641965 season. Plagued by
i1l health and restrictive doctorts orders, Mre, Childs has nevertheless kept his
finger on the pulse of the societyt!s activities and given assistance to Mrs.
Herbert Monroe who took over the presidency pro tem, and to her hardworking com~
mittees, How can thanks be expressed for such dedication} But Emerson has said
it better than we c¢an with: "Every institution is but the lengthened shadow of
cne man," The present status of HRAS is the living thanks for this president's
worke : :

Says Mr, Childs: "Five years ago I accepted the presidency of the Halifax River
Audubon Society, little did I think that I would serve that long, However, I
have enjoyed the memories and the associations of these years and have been much
gratified in watching the society grow until its many successes have made it one
of the best and largest societies in the state.

The office of president, although it is important, cannot succeed w1thout
the other officers and committees .doing the brunt of the work. My committees
and officers have done just that, and I thank each and every one, plus the entire
membership,

Now with many new officers and committees, the success of every endeavor
will depend on the backing they get, I am sure the club will grow and reach many
more high goals, and T wish them every possible success."

ROSE P, BIOCK: A professional woman of stature, Mrs. Block, our new president,
nas been a member of the Halifax River Audubon Society since 1946, serving the
organization in many capacities since 1948, She has been an educator, journalist,
college librarian, ‘wife, mother, and church and community worker in many areas.
She is also an accomplished musician and has been prominent in forensic and little
theatre activities, She came to Florida, in 194k where she was house mother and
disciplinarian for the U,S5.0. c¢lub in Tampa until the end of the war. After
coming to Daytona Beach, she was supervisor and house mother for the student
nurses! dormitory until Mary Karl became part of Daytona Beach Junior Collegee
rrank C, Parker, superintendent of the Michigan Masonic Home wrote to her:
In recognition of your twelve years of faithful service with the Michigan
Masonic Home, I wish to extend to you this word of appreciation for your
loyalty, sacrificial services, absolute dependability and unfailing hon=-
esty during every one of those years.!
From her rich and varied background, Mrs. Block brings to her new post vibrant
- energy and untiring devotion, Of herself she sayss
"During my life in Daytona Beach, I have had various hobbies: ceramlcs,
0oil painting, hooked rugs, foreign languages, but the greatest pleasure
has come from the study of birds, flowers and butterflies. I have en-
Joyed working as field director on many special committees connected with
these interests, I have also been historian of our organization for
three years, which I enjoyed irmensely., While I really did not antici-
pate becoming president cof the Halifax Riwver Audubon Society, now that
I am about to assume the respongibility of this office, I look forward
to working with a group ¢f the finest workers I have ever knowne"
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WEICOE’E, NEW OFFICERS: Board o.f.‘ Directors
- - Mrs, Rose: Py Baock : presideﬁt Towwme e Mo T s T
""5-5 “Mrse Hirash Jo Farr c vice pres:.dent' R I R
- Mr, ‘Henry. Dearborn-:. - . o o - vice p:res;Lderrb
.= Mrs. Robert Hendersom:: - . - secretary. (recording) SR
- Mrse Alvin Re Pratt oo - gecretary: (membership) SRR
~w. o MPe  Conrad: He -Ekdahl-: . treasurer- (screen tour dir.) silmeen it
oo Mre  George Murray . - o membér-at<large - o Ll
Mr. Willard Whiteman member=-at=large;
Mrs. Frank Crosby Edltor, Pellcan

PERIL AIERT' "’t ha.s come to our: atten‘bien tha.t ‘the follomng de’oergents are
adout to be putlawed in Dade: COunty, Florida, ‘because they:contain alykyl .
‘benzine sulphate which remaihs poisonous. after going through sewage: systems and
thus.endangers fish and wild life, . They-ares TIDE,:FREMIUM DUZy FAB, .QXYBO-L,
~RINSO, VIM, SAIVO and CHEER. Le'b's be good conservationis:ts and do our bit :Ln
' discouraga.ng 'bheir usex, DR eonnoslna S e A S

ovm TPE TQP AGA IN: A.‘:bhough the b:rdl“g season is: wan:.ng e.nd +his is’ bhe last
is3uz of THE PELICAN, Beatrice Prstt, membership secretary, repcris more new.:
mewmbers and another new high for cur ervrollment, topping ail prev:mus records.
~Our total 24} The nzw members since the-last issus arey ' SRS
. Mrs. Martha Grant - :517 Frances Terrace, - Daytona Beach
"Mre William R, Moore™ - 23 Suanset Boulevard Ormond Beach -
“ . Mrs., George Ce. Morrow' 1612 Creséent Ridge Rd.: Da.ytona Beach
Omitted accidentally from the February PELICAN weres S
" . Dra and Mrs. John M,'Wilecox, Takiti Motel; Daytona Beach™ - R
Your membarship secretarywishes you-all-a happy summer-and looks’ forward to
- the -fall when we hope to have:a-b3izger and better: deason than ever before. S

AUDUBON ‘CHATTER by Elizabeth McGandless @~ &7 ¢ <7 k ’ ‘
© - " We:are happy to announce that Jean Hudson’s father in: canada 1s better and
that Jean and Roy are fow:at their home in :Asheville, North Carqlinas SRS
A week ago, Tke Merrill and George lMurray had just crossed the rzilroad
tracks, entering Dupont Road; when- they saw & summer 'banager and a. prothenotary
. warbler, the first reported this geasony -

Fred ‘Ackerman left on April Lth for Cleveland, Ohlo, for’ the summ,r, R

R Our jzell-loved zielen a.nd Leo Sandefur write i‘ om San Diego that. theyﬁare up
}to their necks, in the Audubon Soc1et.y there, -and_ they are finding . southenn Calie
fornia increas:.ngly wteresting. They are: eSPBCZLalJy blessed w:l.th many humu.ng-
birds in their garden, . .- :

In-the Sandefurts society publication “Sketches" it is interestlng to note
that the’ society here provides a scholarship to the: Auﬂubon Camp for:the West &
for a state park rangers; that some of their field trips are: 'bwo-'day ‘onesy ‘and
that a large-ranch has set aside some SO ac,res for the exclus:we use of the San
Diego Audubon Society. = , ST W TEL

A black poll warbler br:.efly vislted the Prai;t ¥ s feeder in Ormond recently.

" After a plethora of guests from. MJ.chigan five: of them being grandch.lldren -
Margeret Branch will. take off for an Audubon tour do Tr:.m.ded and Tobago 'about
Peggy Dence, onie of our’ best bmrders, has been 111 in Halifax Hospital,
but is home NOWs »

We hear the icilldeer are "i‘anning" their ta.:l.ls at Fculk's Pondof

2.
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A short time ago, Frank and Lillian Crosby found a great horned owl had
taken over the famous old eagle'!s nest in Allandale and was raising two "bonnie!
owlets in it, The Crosby'!s will leave around April 15th for New Orleans and
Rockport, Texas, and other good birding spotse

It is with sadness that we realize that many of our members will migrate
northward with the birds in another month. We who remain here (and we shall do
quite a bit of birding in your absence) will miss you and will look forward to
your early fall return., So good fortune and good birding to you all, and our
love goes with you. Let this colwmn know of the wonders you seel

HAVE YOU EVER been threatened by two great blue herons or invited to breakfast
with six white pelican? These incidents were two highlights of a fabulous bird-
ing trip that Al and I enjoyed about the middle of March along the _.Bayway from
St. Petersburg to Fort DeSoto Park. It was truly "classroom" birding for the
comparisons were there to make: Royal and Caspian Terns; Common and Forster's
Terns; Long and Short-billed Curlews; Willets, Dowitchers and Yellowlegs; Least
and Semi-palmated Sandpipers; Snow, Piping, Semi-palmated and Wilsonts Plovers.

. The Bayway runs by an island community in the making with seawalls already
bullt and sand and marl blown in to form many fingers upon which homes will be
constructed. We turned out onto a barren finger to look over ths seawall, There
was a Great Blue Heron standing on the parapet so T took a tack away from him so
as not to disturb him, As I reached the seawall;, he stepped from the parapet and
stretched one wing full length, While I enjoyed this show, another Great Blue
joined him, They circled around until they had us between them and the seawall
and then each spread both wings to the full seven foot span and advanced deliber-
ately toward us, When they came m.thin fifteen feet of us, they stopped and stood
looking balefully at us, We thought that discretion was the better part of valor
and returned to our car, Looking back, we wonder if we ha.d stayed mlght they.
have forced us over the seawall and into the sea?

On the sandspits at the North Beach was a colony of skimmers which we were
able to approach to within fifteen yards as the air rang with the screaming mirth
of laughing gulls, The next day a cool wind was blowing and all the small fry
had sought shelter, In the backwater we saw scores of Common and Snowy Egrets,
Little Blue and Iouisiana Herons; and Brown Pelicans feasting, while a dozen Great
Blue Herons apparently stood as sentinels in a semi-~circle around them and a
grandfather Wood Ibis snoozed nearby. We turned to the other side of the road
and found a closely grouped flock of scores of White Ibis sweeping the water for
food like a corps of "whitewings" sweeping the streets of New York City after a
tickertape parade. Soon two White Pelicans glided in on black-tipped wings and
set their bright yellow, webbed feet, heels down and toes up, to hit. the water
like skis, After they settled on the water they were joined by four others from
somewhere. Not twenty yards from shore, we saw them demonstrate the difference
in feeding habits between them and their brown cousins, The Brown Pelicans rose
“into the air a foot or two to make a shallow dive for food, but the White Pelicans
just sat and stretched out their necks and with those great bills fanned the water
a few inches below the surface, then threw back their heads and swalloweds

Tt was indeed an experience to observe at such close hand nature'!s beaubti-
ful children feeding on such a bounteous supplys We could not bear to leave them
and we never shall, for the picture is burned into our memories for all time,

If you would share the thrill of magnificent birding along such a wild and
secluded shoreline, make it a must to bird the °“Bayway to Fort DeSoto Park. You
reach it by turning west off H:Lghway 19 about 2 mile or so north of the toll
gates to the Sunshine Skyway. It is well marked and we suggest ‘that you go all

the way out, for each turn in the road holds new pleasures,
Beatr:.ce E. Pratt
“3m
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HEMAY DEARBORN, program director, announces that WAfrican Safarit will be pre-
sented by Mrs. -Jolm Walker -at the next -morithly ‘meeting on-Aprili20th-at Tourist

"-Church, - Mrs,; Walker -took an.3-weeéks' tour of Kerya, Uganday -and-Tanganyikay

living-in landrovers and covering "the greatest game country" -left in-the worlda
Both colored slides and movies will be useéd to present some of the- highlights of
the wildlife and natural habitat of these areas. R TTNT

FENI HOLDEN will substitute for Roy Hudson (who is in North Carolina) on the

Know the Birds of the lionth at the April meeting, He will show pictures and .
lecture about them, . SRl L St e ae

The membership ,wili_;also -elect an -historian. : The nominee for this office at. .

. this time is George Williams, former trip director for the past 5 yearsy -

FIEID NOTES . by Margaret Branch -

. Saturday, llarch Tth, was a lovely day for our field trip down into the =
Titusville area with lots of birds and énthusiastic birders. Our little sub-
group listed 88 species, and the combined total was; of colirse, ‘over 100,

. March 1hth was a half-day trip and everyone was a little let-down after
the exciting whole-ddy and picnic of -the week befores 4 large -flock of about -

*-50 wood storks, taking off and scaring close to us, was our brightest item in"
“‘the High Bridge territorys - -0 - - LAT B Rt

... 0On the following Wednesday morning, -our instruction class found about 25
wood storks and 50 egrets feeding together besidé Tomoka Farm Koad, just south .

. of the dairy farm where we often stop to explore, This time the wood storks,. .

great (common) egrets, 2 dozen snowy egrets and other birds all took flight, so
we. studied them close by,.those grounded and those flying. We had hoped to see
a2 syallow-tailed kite there, too, but.instead watched a flock.of white ibis : .-
fly over our road (16 immatures,.l adults) and, to.complete the show,.a pair of
red-shouldered hawks, chasing and calling, Previous to this, we had enjoyed
seelng bluebirds on the wires and had found four black-riecked stilts at ‘Bethune

. our most recent jaunt of. Fr::.day , April Brd, should be :an_luded here. _This
began a series of four whole-day trips to take advantage.of the fine weather and

“micration. time, The Rock Springs. trip gave us a wealth of species, but few new

or exciting ones. . Forty of us went and gathered.to picnic at the comfortable -

shelter there. -Everybody was happy.. But we all hope for many. new.migrants,. as

well as a good crowd and perfect weather on April 1lth, . = .. .

A word about a new book that you may, already, have seen, "Handbookof N&'th

American Birds" that Yale University Press is just starting to bring out, at

" intervals, in 20 volumes. The first.volume is 2 thick, heavy, expensive "hand-

book" indeed, but just fine. to borrow from the library and to study. . My resolve
to refer to wood stork and not wood ibis and great egret rather than American or .

y o

common has been confirmed by this authoritative sources Rhoger Tory Peterson ... .

" argued with the A, 0, U. for wood stork in the last edition but could not con=. .
vince all those professional ornithologists on that point,

Another’ few words-about the Holden alides] They are too fine and unigue =
not to be more appreciated in this area, beyond our membership, Six garden clubs

~and school programs -used the slides this Season. ‘Hazel Walker was a: great ‘help
for the program with the largest audience at the Art Insbitute., Six showings = .

were plenty for me, but the slides are.in fine. shape ‘and will be 4n Carlton :

Smith's hands ready for others to use any time. I especially enjoy giving the

school programs and I have also enjoyed my little imstruction -class-every third

"'ednesday . in-the out-of-doors, (The other two instructors have been Conrad

Ekdahl and Fred Ackerman), More of Atyou-all" should have jeined us as assistant

instructors if reluctant to be pupils, So long, until fallj Margaret Be
P
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OWCRGE L. WILLIAMS, for the past 5 years, has held one of the most difficult
and arduous jobs in our soclety - that of .field trip director, -During this
time George has been a vice president in charge of the activities division, and
it has been largely through his zeal, organization ability, and good public re=-
latioris that our field trips in the Halifax area have received state-wide ac-
claim, The membership extends to him affection, respect and gratitude as he
leaves this particulsr post. He tells us of these years in the following:
"The late Colonel O, E. Thomas, my neighbor in Ormond Beach, some five years
ago suggested to Chester Childs and the late Bob Henderson that they ask me
to accept the responsibilities of a vice presidency and trip director for
the 1959-60 HRAS season., Thanks to their advice and the whole~hearted co-
operation of the active menbers, the changes inasuqurated that season have
materially added to the pleasure of birding with the Halifax River Audubon
Society. ‘ - . S ’

"Those members who have acted as group leaders are the real backbone of the
system which has made possible the results which have been so satisfactery
to our membership. I feel quite sure that with a little assistarce on my
part in the preparation of routes for each group and securing group. leaders
before the day of each trip, my successor will be able to carry on with
equal satisfaction to our birderse I have agreed to keep the records of
species observed, together with other details and, when needed, to lead a
group now and then,

. "The executive committee has nominated me to fill the new position of his-
torian for HRAS, and if elected I look forward to some very interesting
researches in this works,

"One partine thought!. I sincerely hope that many of our birders who during
the past five years have asked me to assign to their cars a good bird
identifier will join the "study group”" which will start in November. This
should develop their ability to the point where they in turn could readily
“identify most of the species seen in this area." - George We

MARGERY J, WOEHR is one,of our new members this year who brings to us a wealth
of experience and knowledge gained through her devotion and activities with
birding groups in many states throughout our nation, Here she tells us about .
it most interestinglys ‘ ‘ '

nMy first experience with the Audubon Society was in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
where I was a member of the Stockbridge Chapter. As a beginner, I attended the
-Audubon Screen Tours and went. on field trips the year around, 'lMany times in the
winter I had to thaw out in a hot bath when I got homes -

___ "When we moved to Erie, Penna. I got wise and bought insulated clothing.
Believe me, we needed them} Erie had no Audubon chapter, so we announced a meet-
ing of anyone interested in forming a bird club there., From that beginning, we
formed the Presque Isle Nature Club, which later became the Presque Isle Audubon
Society, . Presque Isle is a Peninsula 7 miles long, jutting out into Lake Erie.
It is an ideal place for naturalists. Water and shore birds, land birds, and
wildlife are abundant, Tt is a natural target for migrating warblers and other

- birds every spring and fall, . : .

MThe warbler migration usually came .in full swing around the second week-end
in May., This was the high spot of our year's calendar, Nothing is quite as
faseinating to the bird watcher ag a wave of tiny brightly patterned warblers.
They actually do come in wavesy The woodland seems quiet; then suddenly their
. wispy voices come out of nowhere and they seem to blossom forth from every tree.
Todd has listed 36 warblers for Western Pennsylvania. I have sat on a log and -
called warblers too close for binoculars, I could see them better with the
naked eye. -5
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"At this time we had our amnual "Eymatuning Week~end"®, The Pymatuning group
consisted of bird students from the tri-state area of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and:
New York, plus a few from West-Virginia, We organized early Saturday AM: for
‘the field:trip on the: Peninsula, had lunch at.cabins there, then proceeded to--
Iinesville, Pa,, where we had a-dinner and an evening program featuring- movies:
and: a lecture, - We arose before dawn on Sunday to continue our birding around .
Pymatuning Dam-and . surrounding .areas - The founding of the. Pyma.t.uning Group was
brought. about. 28 years ago by ideas sprlnglng from the meeting in Pittsburgh of
the American Ornithologists Union., It was noted. that the. Pymatuning region was
rich in many varied kinds. of birds, but there were not enough professionals in
this area to cover it well. Therefore, the group was born. Not only were.the
field trips varied and interesting , but the programs featured many VIPs in the
birding world including George Sutton, Roger Tory Peterson, and Richard. Pough =
all noted in their: field ~ as well as many others, The group has records of
several very rare and unusual birds, both in the Pymatuning and Erie -areass

"The peninsula had an eagle nest, as it was an ideal breeding place for the
eagle, whose diet consists mainly of fish which it finds along the shore. Being
a shy bird, shunning the haunts of man,-its future at Preque Isle is questionable.
It seems that the. wilderness there will soon be at a minimum, The pem.neula is
fast being built up as a resort area, with bath houses; administrative bullﬂ.ungs,
boat harbors, etc, Before we moved i‘ror Erie, they had alre‘.dy either trapped
deer and transpor'bed them to other game lands or "harvested! nearly all of them.

"Tne penlnsula also harbored pileated woodpeckers, The Cock ot The Woods"
Through a 20 power spotting scope, we had him close enough to count each feather
in his flaming red crest, I shall never forget watching the exciting action of
the parents: feeding their babies, This is done in a most startling menner.: The
parents and young lock beaks and then as they literally shake' each other's brains
loose, the adult pumps pre-digested. food into the. mouth of a. baby.:

mje moved on to Cincinnatl, Ohic, next, where T joined the Ohio Audubon Society
and-also the Cincinnati Bird Club,. The birding there is fabulous.. Cincinnati has
a wonderful climate'-~ the changing seasons, with winter being shorter and milder
than farther north.. (In Erie we had two seasons - winter and:August). Cincinnati
not only had a Christmas Bird Census, but also a Spring Nestlng Census, as we.'.l
as’ many other fleld trips scheduled throughout t.he yea.rq : S

M0ur home was a 3 acres of land, with many pines, | ashes, maples, beeches, oaks,
walnuts, and fruit trees, which affcrded a heavenly habitat for birdse. There. .
were woods behind us which sloped down to a stream, This attracted more birds
and. more species than I could see on field trips, right in my own back yards
Even in winter I had 20~25 species feeding at my 3 feeders, It was a real thrill}
At dawn in the winter, there’d be as many as a dozen pairs (2l) cardindls. at one
time, They are as thick as robins, In springt:une, the birds woke us ‘at k-thO
every day with their beautiful songs. -

: -"0ne of the spectacuylar and rare birds we saw, both in Erie and C:an:.nnati,
‘was the evening grosbeak. They came from Canadian breeding grounds, Their in-

- vagsion into Southwestern Ohio wés incredible when compared to the scarclty of
récords for this northern finch 'in past yearss All were eating at feeding sta—
tions liberally supplied with sunfldwer seeds. The two 1argest groups seen were
of 2L and 4O steady patronss -

"Tn one of Cincinnatiis County parks is a heronry” oi' blsck-cromed night herons.
They have mnested there .for 50. yea.rs, 'in a2 beech foresty, The heronry is the only
known nesting place: of its ki nd in Scuthwestern Ohic, and is a bird-wa’ocher'a and
botanist's delight. Naturalists are anxious to keep it intact, bit it has béen
zoned for.development .of lands in a residential area, The bééch- fores’t. ‘has Yaken
more than 1000 years to develop, some of the trees being more than 200 years olds
Five lifetimes couldn’t produce d beschwood forest like this; -'Tt's unusual that

R S
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society will pay millions of dollars to preserve a Rembrandt painting and
destroy something that takes nature a millennium to fashion and couldn't be
reproduced at any cost,

"Now that we have moved to Daytona Beach, I have made new friends again in
the Audubon Societye. Where could one find better ones? I am also learning new
birds each time I go on a field trip, which hasn't been too often yet; but I
hope it will be more regular in the futures

THE NOPEMING AUDUBON SOCJETY :

On April 1st, TInga Quam left for Barron, Wisconsin, where she will spend
the coming months on beautiful Quamland farm, During the summer she will be
active in the Nopeming Audubon Society of Barron., This sociely, started only
3 years ago, now has 30 enthusiastic adult members,

The highlight of the society at this time is the showing of the film "The
land the Glaciers Worgot", shown here January L by Howard L. Orions and ar-
ranged by Inga, The Barron High School where the film will be shown April
15th has a seating capacity of 800. Though the Nopeming society has many in-
teresting and instructive programs and field trips, this is their first
"dollars and centst venture, They expect to fill every seat, and Inga her-
self ordered 20 tickets while in Daytona and sold them through the mail, She
says: "If we had one, two or three Fred Ackermans up there, the auditorium
would be quickly filled to overflowings, Fred sold 143 season tickets at $3.00
each this season for the Halifax River Audubon Society here. He sold that many
last year, and many in previous years. Hats off to Fredi"

The activities of this energetic group in Barron are varied and many. ILast
December in one of the Rarron stcre windows there was an attractive display of
different stule birdhouses, suitable foods for birds during the winter months,
arranged by two of the society's members. On December 28th in sub-zero weather
the organization had their third anmual Christmas bird count, with a total of
639 birds and 22 species seen, A few weeks ago, the society purchased the book,
"Birds of Wisconsin'by Owen Gromme, priced at $22,50. This book shows more
than 100 of the 328 listed species for Wisconsine The book also gives detailed
information as to habitat in relation to other birds and animals with which they
are associated as predator or preye Most of these birds migrate to warmer
climates in the fall and return in the spring. by Inga Quam
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TO OFFICLRS AlD _ .. BuRS of the Ilalifax River Audubon Society, your
President, i.rs. Rose Block, sends a welcome greeting., 1/e begin the
new year with faith and confidence in our efficiently organized group
of nature lovers who will work with ardor in promoting the duties
planned for us by our very good program committee.

day we view this duty as a. trust bequeathed to us by the writers
of our local constitution and by-baws. This guide is the finest in
the land, Ours is a great work. ‘e work not for fame, 17e work for
joy in our labor. As Peterson says in his ™Jild Life in Color®,
"Hamburger does not coae from the butchershop., It comes from the
land.”, - meaning that if we destroy our swamps and our marshes, etc.,
all animal -1ife will disappear. Acéording to reports from State and
National Audubon Societies, Congress has become more conservation
minded, Iiaybe the food chains of all animal and bird life will even~
tually be protected., Tor this we must work always, ‘

During the summer, where I remained with my birds and flowers,
butterflies and bees, I was happy to receive many cards and letters
from bird-loving friends and relatives,

Shore birds and gulls are returning. Grey Xingbirds have joined
Egstern Kingbirds on their passage south. Crested Flycatchers no
longer "weep", The screech of the swooping Nighthawk is missing,
Cliff, Barn and Tree Swallows are passing., Redstarts and Warblers
are on their long Jjourney. Chimney Swifts have gone north to join
- - other Swifts and ilartins -where they gather in southérn mississippi
and Alabama before passing around the Gulf of ilexico on their usual
Fall journey to South America,

A special message I send to absent members who will be with us
in spirit only. Remember, we miss you and remember that we love you.

Rose 3lock, President

THE FIRST FALL IEETING will be held in the social room of the Sea-
breeze United Church at 7:00 ?,M. on iionday, October 19. Do not be
confused by the change of the name of the church. It was formerly
Tourist Church, and in April changed to Seabreeze United, Iir, Dear-
born has arranged for us to see three color films from the National
Audubon Society. They are "The ‘Jood Thrush", showing excellent
scenes of the Wood Thrush nesting, hatching, and caring and feeding
the youngg "The Loon's Necklace™ tells the Indian legend of how the
Loon received his distinguished nedkband; "Yours for a Song" shows
how you can attract birds into your garden, These sound like excell-
ent pictures, Come and bring a prospective member,

GEORGE MURRAY is spending the month of October in Hong Kong and there-
abouts., Le will return in early November, and will resume his job as
trip director. In the meantime, George Villiams will see to it that
we are cared for on trip mornings,

Trips from October 10 to November 14 are as follows:

HALF DAY - ALL DAY
Sat. Oct, 10 Fri, Oct. 16; ilatanzas Park and Villano iiarsh
Sat. Oct. 24 Fri, Oct. 30, Titusville and Indian River Groves

Sat. Nov, 1k Fri. Nov. 6, Rock Springs and Duda Ranch
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MEMBERSEIP. !ie hope you had a good Summer and will soon be back
taking an active part in our Audubon activities, MNEMBERSHIP FEES are
NOW DUE} -Please return the snclosed membership cara, completely -
filled in, together with your dues. Cards MUST be completed and sent
in by all members - .new or renewal - EACH yeqr so that the member-.
ship roll may be complete and mailing lists accurate, It would be
very helpful ta. your liembership Sec¢retary if dues and cards were
MATLLD in before the meeting night, :

A RIMINDER from our By-laws: %The obaects of this soelety'shall
be to foster the protection of birds and other wild life in the Hal-
ifax River area and in Florida, .to promote the study of birds and  *
natural resources, and to- cooperate with other similar orgenizations,
local, state and natlonal, in the conservation of wild life and in
the study of the natural history of Florida." If you know any who
are interested in these things give them an opportunity.to do their
part. Sign them up as wenmbers, - Use the mémbership blank attached
to "Birding at Its Best™ which is enclosed,

Beatrice E. Pratt,
ilembership Secretary

AUDUBCN CHATTIR = Eeople places and birds. UYhat have you seen that
1s unusual? Carolyn Jones reported that she had bought and set in
her garden a South Seas Tiki, - a large head about five feet tall -
made from the trunk of a tree. It really is very impressive., One
day she was admiring when the titi winked at her. While she was
struggling not’to faint, the head of a Flicker bobbed out of the eye.
In her absencey, the bird ‘had drilled -one-eye out and had built a- - -
nesting place Inside the eyes Carolyn had the pleesure of-watching
the young appear later, s

Several of our members vient Spoonblll seeking and found them
just off the north side of the Cocoa Causeway on the way to Cape
Kennedy. TFive were seen one time, fifteen another time, Their pink
and salmon colors were especially brilliant and it made the strange
green heads seem even greener, &Exceedingly lovely birds, these
Spoonbills,

On July 16 Connie Eggleston saw a whole family of turkeys enter-
ing the woods a- few miles south of iiarineland, On August 19 she saw
many thousands of birds flying south. The sky was dark with them,
There were various kinds including Swallows and Viarblers, That date -
is interesting., In July Chet had to stop his car on the outskirts of
Deland to let a quail family cross the road - parents and a dozen
chicks so tiny that they looked like fluffy golf balls-on legse.

- Bea and Al Pratt spent a month in and near Denver, Colorado this.
Summer. Among many other birds, here is what they found of particue~
lar interest.

Violet-Green Swallows. sven though we could hear the clamor of
nestlings demanding food, we were denied the privilege of seeing the.
feasting, for the adult Vlolet-Green Swallows had carefully conceal-‘
ed the neyt behind a chink under the eaves of a cabin at Red Feather,
Colorado, Both male and female kept zooming in with food for the
young, '

The Barn 8ysdipwaWere not so careful -- they had built under the
eaves of the "Trading Post" and four wide mouthh weré vying for food
as we watched the busy adults bring in tasty morsels, .
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" The . nolse of nestlng Cllff»ouallaws waS“unbelieVaﬁIé untlI*we
clirbed down & gorge .and . looked ;up. "6 -See. hundpeds . of "mud-jugsh "o
suspended‘from tie steel: under-girders of -‘the bridge spanning: the‘;n
gorge., The air was allve with myrladfaaults oamlnﬁ,and g01ng tQ
.appease the -hungry. youngstﬁrs. P i :
A Spdrrow Hawk, captured a- field mouseﬁand flew to @ tree‘dhere:
she sat and rlpped off, 1e00S of -red flesh. and. engqyedaner eyenlﬁg
‘mieal while tuo .young blrdslfluttered around ‘trying te "onab a. blte"
and aemandlng ‘their share. . They had already ‘beén fed~as*we—watched
but Jfresh mouse-meat Llooked mighty -good o them,: -, - - v
Inform'us of- your 1nterest1ng blrd experlences. ,

“LET CRYSTAL RIVER. be stafred for one QI your two~day blrdln@~tr1psl
It 1Is-almost dlrectly across the state on good roads, - The island:
filled area bhetween the Crystal Homosassa and Chassahowitzka Rlvers
is .called the.Sun Coaste r It isra very low section i1rith grassy - -~
islands’ reachlng to the»horlzon, making a glorious Ieedxng 5reunﬁffor
water blrds. ot

We stayed at Port Paradise Inn facing an arm of Crystal Rlver,
and looked out from jour-baleony-onran endiess procession-of :Herous; -
Egrets, etc., It is doubly necessary here~to know TIIgRL” pEtTerhnE
and 51lhouettes. The main thrlll was to watch a Yellow Crowned

three half-grown Ccix 1ldren—-all brown lln@d and sPOtted. Taenﬁy feet
from us one of them froze,. ‘eyeing its’ duarry, ‘then, jabbed and -came.
up with a.wiggling- crawflsh about: five inches long. . With. two_ouick
shakes of 'its head, the bird strinped both claws off.‘gRolllng-the
crawfish over and over in its .bill, repeatedly crunching :it, the
young Heron flnally tW1r1ed Lt -and. gulped it head firs -
.Back of the hotel and around,the tcwn, vhich is: quite. small

there are dense thickets teeéming vith Warblers aﬂugsaall hldec o
Among some.-dead trees nearby .one lusiy “ed-bellled upodpecker gave’
two, Pileated | \joodpeckers 4. oad time: and Won, . On..stands oﬂ-deaduﬁreas
along the road were perched many ‘hundreds of Cattle Egrets; making:

the trees look as: 1f,tnej were 1n bloom. You Wlllcnot ‘be- sorry'lf

ONE. OF THE RAREST DRAMAS of nature is now at its climax in Plorlda. 

Once..common, . there. are novw nineteen uverglades Kites ‘in. all, Floriday-
accordlng to Alexander Sp"unt. A hey take .the, applewsnall wnlle ons o
the wing, Which means that the water in the 4verulades.must not get
so low that the snails burrow into the mud, An Energoacy Committee
for the Everglades ilites has been set with the Depart ient of the
Interior and to date’ nlne mlles of the Loxzahatchee River surround-
ing a ™villow head"™ has been closed off, We must ever be alert on
this subject as the Liites resent disturbance,

THE LARGEST AUDUBON SANCTUARY in the nation was created last Spring
when the r.A.S., accepted as a glft nearly one mile of unsp01led seqa-
shore on Jupiter Island. Rich in wildlife and storied in Florida
history, the area reaches back some 2,000 feet from the ocean to

the Intracoastal waterwvay. It will be known as the Joseph Verner
Reed wilderness Seashore in honor of the man who foresightedly
acquired it in 1933.
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SHCRHTARY oF INTnRIOR UDALL says. that Racliel Carson_did not QVers

state Rer caserIn Ioilent Sprifngh; ”~Ro*er~Tor§ Peterson’ says “tlat .

"I héveibedsd 1wcréﬁ§iﬂg1y &fsﬁurbe by the ‘incidence of pesticide

disgstersy ‘Edéh "of Us Should® spéak-up” loeally to government -

offic¢ials o ‘yéur: ele@ted»reﬁresenﬁatives"

Endrin, aldrin and dieldrin are the- harmful cpemfoqlq;” wa that
pést&ci&e@‘have o' be labelled;: 1ease doknot uge “those t#ith "these .
dread ingreéd@ientdy L In-any- sade 6 Isure “§0 “réad ‘the “labels: carefully.

'“””The\Béid.jagle 4R8OS Prey far” éspéelally sus¢éptible bedause
they ceat’ the weakened: Larger~fishkwh1ehmhave oecome—p01soned by . the
fingerlings, which initurn‘ hav%wabsor%e& the poiscn-from:" runoffs.

The birds after IEESSEINE (tie $8 [poPsens “66en 10 ‘Yay ‘Stérile eggs.
Bitterns and {ingfishers are affected too, according . po,ur. Peterson.

Fé?advlses ﬁﬁé@ all*cémpo&nds’éf“the‘cnlorihated ﬁy&r amhﬁn_com@lex

JKSQN‘askS you‘t@ send ahy news-d; warblers' breedlﬁg places
rm‘a to. lptm & Avdubon Ilousé in liaitlands T ”helr~bree‘1ng
records are scarce. .

\c—'..rv; - z LT N ’\J"O,"“ U. .

-.'-\a«x;

ST T r:r

e wisdomuef ﬁhbure's de51gn. : fe
2E 3011 Aater,- -plants, ‘and wild creatures &qpend R
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"The less you can enjoy, the poorer and scantier yourselfy
The more you can enjoy, tke richer and more vigorous,"
Johann Kasper Lavater (1747-1801)

welcome Home -=-.all you migrants, and we don't mean birdsy It is
jolly good to see your .ierry faces among us again. 'ie missed yous.
Your society is starting off very well with good attendance at both
the field trips and the one meeting so far,

Your President, iirs. Hose Block, thought it best if we would dee-
Tine the standing committees under our by-laws. Bach division is
under the charge of a vice-president, all of whom are of equal rank.

The Activities Division, under Henry Dearborn, has two committees,

First - 4 Field Study Committee which shall carry out the Field

Study programs and make permanent records of wirds
observed,

Second- A Program Committee which shall- be responsible for inter-
esting programs at each meeting, and participate in
special events such as those of the 3tate and KNational
Societies, . . ’

The Public Relations Division, under irs. Harvey Funk, which shall be
responsible for: )

First -~ The Audubon Screen Tours Series during the winter montha,.

Second- A Publicity Committee which shall keep the public in=-
formed of the Society's adtivities through the Dress,

Third - A Liembership Committee. -

The Education Division, under iirs, Hiram Farr, which shall consist of;

First - An Instruction Committee which shall work with schools,
ete,

Second- A Library Committee which shall keep and make available
Such books as we shall own, and to work with public
libraries, etc, ‘

Third - A Committee for the publication of the Pelican monthly
from October through liay.

The Executive Committee shall consist of the president, three
vice-presidents of equal rank, two members-at-large, the immediate
past president and the chairmen of the standing committeese

MELBLRSIIIP renewals are coming in well. lie have already reached a
membership of 141. If you have not already renewed plesse MAIL in
your dues and meabership application card, correctly filled in, or
BRING them with you to the next meetings .

We welcome the following new members to our club:

ilrs. George Amos, 614 Riverside Drive, iolly Hill

wrs. Edward . Cole, 828-Riverside Drive, iolly Hill

Mrs, .lary C, Kuchenbauer, 1612 Pleasant View Drive, Deland

liigs Olive Owen, 1656 Beach Drive, Lolly Hill

ilrs. Donald Tucker, 1682 LRiverside Drive, Holly Hill

Half day trips for the next month are as follows:
Saturday November 1l4; Saturday November 28; Friday December L.,
All day trips are Friday November 6 -~ Rock Springs Park & Duda Farm;
Friday November 20 - Cape Kennedy; Saturday December 12 -
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Let's see how many we can have at the next monthly meeting at the
Seabreeze United Church at 7:00 Pi November 16, We promise a good pro-
gram, There will be "Big Game Camera Holiday", featuring a trip into
Tweedsmuir National Park north of Vancouver - a wilderness area of ture
quoise lakes, shiny nmountains, forest and hizh plateaus - the natural
domain of- the grizzly bear, big-horn sheep and caribou. "Land of the
Red Goat", featuring northwest British Columbia, an alaost unknown
land of snow-capped peaks, mysterious valleys and plateaus, "Hunting
the Foothills Flywey", showing Alberta's grain fields, marshes, lakes
and woodlands where ptarmigan, grouse and the like come by the millicn,

Incidental note: The Duda family and a few friends are Polish ime
migrents who started growing celery in Florida in 1912, Last year they
shipped 2 million crates of celery and-ls million of other vegetables,
They now control 90,000 acres of ranch, citrus and-muck land,employing
1800 people, They own a patent on the "mule train," a portable pack-
ing house 60 ft, wide., They are deeply religious Lutherans, and are
good to Audubonners, ' ' ' ' '

Fiela trip notes: "Unusual species" listed in some cases are birds
nct listed on check list. iiost are carried temporarily because thsey
were seen for the first time, This is one of the better birding spots
of Florida; having the shore area and marsh lands of-the Halifax basin
for waders, and the upland areas for warblers, hawks, sparrows and
woodpeckers, October 10; with 22 people-and 6 cars, unusual specises
sighted were Glossy Ibis, Oystercatchers, Least-‘Sandpipers, Pectoral-
Sandpipers, Wood Pewee, Redstart, Black & VVhite, Black Throated Blue,
Hooded, Myrtle, Palm, Parula and Yellow Throated liarblers,--85 species
seers October 16, an all day trip to iatanzas & Villano ilarshes with 4
cars and 15 people, the unusual species seen were Coopers and Night -
Hawks, Robin, Least Tern,-Solitary Vireo .and of the liarblers .- Prarie,
Chestnut-sided and Yellow, Grey Cheeked-Thrush and short-billed
Dowitcher. 93 species seen, OQOctober 24, with 8 cars and 26 people cn
a half day trip, the unusual species were Black Crowned Night Eeron
and the Knot. 76 species seen; QOctober 30,with 7 cars & 27 people to-
Titusville and iderritt Island, unusual species seen wers Lesser Scaup,
White Pelican, Orange Crcwned Warbler, Blue Winged Teal, Downy:Woof-
pecker & Long Billed Marsh Wren. 96 species seen,., Note: Titusville N,W,
sector is no longer opeh t0 the publie, but it is possible to go to
Canaveral Harbor over the toll bridge south of Titusville. : ]
Auduvbon Chatter:- "Crip®; the little Turnstone with the crippled leg,
it ¢ompany with 3 others; swooped down on the S,Bridge et New Smyrna
Beach for the 9th winter, on Aug. 23, During the hurricenes and north-
sacter, when the water was high, they were so hungry that they would
eat almost anything thrown out to them, this according to Mrs. Farr,
May Folk asks anyone visiting the vicinity of Bradenton to come to see
her at Bradenton iianor, PO Box 1670 if you want to write, How would
you like to be chased by 15 angry stilts? That's what happened to
Velma Hays and the Kents at Sanibel Island, Velma says to get out of
there fast at breeding time, Bea Pratt reports 4 small fluffy limkins
at Vakulla Sgrings who stood between the parents! feet .and nibbled on
Snails that tThe elder opened for them; also at Wakulla a half dozen
littli brown balls paddling behind their gorgeously colored Wood Duck
parents, ‘ .

Elizabeth E, McCandless
Editor Pro Tem
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President's Reminiscence: Several recent events caused me to review my
past relations with the Halifax River Audubon Society. First is the
united support of the new officers of 1964=65, Next, was the sudden
death of Mrs. Frank (Kay) Kirkpatrick. This brought to mind her years
of faithful service to our society and to other worthwhile organi-
-zations, Then I recalled my first visit to an Audubon Vildlife Filmin
January 1946 at Seabreeze H,S, Present were Mr. & Mrs, Frank Berger,
sry & Mrs, Larion Anderson, iir, & lrs. Frank Kirkpatrick, ur. & Mrs,
Frances Howes, .ir. & kirs, Beacom Rich and others, iir, Rupert Long-
street was still with us, He came from the gymnasium to welcome the
waiting sudience and introduce the speaker, Then he returned to his
basketball team., Miss Rosella Ames was our field director, assisted by
Mr, Rich and iirs. James. We thank Miss Ames for her congratulationson
our growth, ‘"Remembrance is the sweetest flower that grows.," Miss
llarian Adams, a former secretary of HRAS has returned here for the win-
tsr, She is answering to the name of lrs., Harry Lyon. Ve congratulate

the honeymooners. . lirs. Rose Block, President

December 21 is the next meeting date, so plan your Christaas activ-
ities carefully around it. There will be two films: "The American
Flamingo™ which tells the story of the almost extinct American Flame-
ingo at its nesting grounds in Yucatan. "Beaver Valley",a l.alt Disney
"True Adventure Series"™ film showing birds, animals and fish in their
native habitat in the region of a beaver pond. . '

All day trips: Friday, Dec. 18, Osteen-Sanford; Friday, Jan. lé,Sﬁlver
Glen Springs. Half day trips: Saturday, Jan. 2; Friday, Jan. 8,

We are looking forward with anticipation to attending our first
Wildlife Film of the season on January 9 - iir. Lyons'-lovely pictures
of wildlife in British Columbia - pictures of mamaels, insects and
reptiles as well as birds. Bring your friends}

At Bape Kennedy we saw a nice circle of White Pelicans, some Marblet
Godwits, a Long Billed Curlew, many Avocets, a few Black Backed Gulls,
Oyster-catchers and-Wimbrels., The Western Xingbird was seen again on
the 0ld Deland Road, the Widgeon and Canvasback Duck at the airport
pond, a Loon and Cabots Terns at the Inlet, and a Cooper's Hawk was seau

MEMBERSLTIP RIIINDER: NO PELICANS will be mailed after this issue to
those who have not renewed membership, Please MAIL your membership Ds-
newal application card and dues promptly to irs: Beatrice E.‘Pratt,
Membership Sec'y., P.0. Box 5474, Daytona Beach, Fla., 32020, if you
have not already done so. Membership of the Society now is-191.

' NEW PAEI\/IBERS ARE: MI'S. Geo. .Amos, 61[{- RiverSide DI‘.,'H.H., .-L\’II'SQ Ede
E, Cole, 828 Riverside Dr., H.H., liiss Jean Van Fossan, 6 Ocean View
Dr., 0.B., Judge Ernest i, Van Fossan, 6 Ocean View Dr,; 0,B., lirs.
Paul Oliver, 2410 Peninsula Dr., D.B., lirs., C. E, Booth, 303 N.Halifax
Ave.,, D,B., lr, J,A. Primm, RD 1, Box 72, D,B., Miss iilarguerite
Burleson, 1553 Ocean Shore Blvd,, D.B.

AUDUBON CHATTER (People,places and birds), Willard Whiteman geners
ougly offered to rebuild the two iartin houses which were knocked down
during our ¥all storms, They are just back of the City Library. Vak-
ulla Springs is an excellent spot for a birding week=end, and the hotel
facing the springs is cuite good, It was here that Fred Ackerman saw
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a Limpkin swallow a long thin snake, head first, which took some time.
Twenty miles south of there at St. iiarks Wildlife refuge, he saw a
rare Groove-billed Ani, which he described as black and parrot-billed.
Martha Humphrey, New Smyrna Beach, has had Serub Jays come into her
.living room to feed ocut of a bowl of sunflower seeds kept there for
Just them. .Sometimes they have sat on her head or perched on the
furnitures Chet Childs saw a Pileated Woodpecker take a great leap
from a branch to a clump of moss and swing there as if he loved doing
it. :The little lake where lMr. & Mrs. Henry Gottfreid found the Spoon=-
bills near Jacksonville is called "Spoonbill Pond" and is part of the
new Sawpit Creek Sanctuary. In the summer there are always Spoonbills
to be seen from the north causeway at New Smyrna Beach south to Turtle
mound o ' ' ' ‘ ' o

KNOW THE BIRDS by Roy Hudson., This is an additional list of birds
that could not be included on pages 3 & 4 -last month, Please mark the
following birds PR (permanent resident) in your bookss Some may

- --migrate, but-at least some- of-the -species may-be--found here all-years

- Pied-billed grebe, brown pelican, double~crested cormorant, anhinga,
great-blue heron, common egret, snowy egret, cattle egret, Louisiana -
heron, little blue heron, green heron, black-crowned night heron, woo2
ibis, glossy ibis, white ibis, mottled duck, wood duck, turkey vulbure,
black vulture, Cooper's hawk, red-tailed hawk, red-shouldered  hawk,
osprey, sparrow hawk, bob-white, turkey, sandhill crane, limpkin, king
rail, clepper rail, common gallinule, American coot; oyster«catcher, -
semi-palmated plover, kildeer, black-bellied plover, willet, short-
billed dowitcher, semi-palipated sandpiper, western sandpiper, sander-
ling, herring gull, ring-billed gull,-laughing gull, Forster's tern,
common tern, royal tern; Caspian tern, black skimmer, ground dove,‘ -
meurning dove, barn owl, screech owl, greaf horned owl, barred-owl,
beilted kingfisher, yellow-shafted flicker, pileated woodpecker, red=
bellied woodpecker, red-headed woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, downy
woodpecker, red-cockaded-woodpecker, blue- jay, scrub jay, common crow,
fish erow, Carolina wren, tufted titmouse, white-breasted muthatch,

- brown~headed nuthatch, long-~billed marsh wren, mockingbird, brown
thrasher; eastern kingbird; blue-gray gnatcatcher, loggerhead shrike,
starling, white eyed vireo, yellowthroat, house sparrow, eastern = *
meadowlark, red-winged blackbird, boat-tailed grackle, common ‘grackls;

-G =sided towhee,; seaside sparrow, dusky seaside sparrow,

=
Bachman's sparrow,

Roger Tory Peterson says: In 1915 the Department of Agriculture showsd
that U;S. rfarms averaged about 2 birds per acre, . Vith the use of pest-
icides, recent-bird censuses reveal extremely low bird populations in
the same areas, ranging from O to 8 or 9 pairs per 100 acres, It isnot
improbable that since World War II our continental bird population has
been reduced by many millions of birds by DDT and its derivatives,

Christmas Bird Count will be held. on December 22 this year. ,
ForAthe next two months please notify ilargaret Branch of news for the
Pelican or Audubon Chatter. Good birding} - ' o _

Elizabeth E. McCandless
Editor Pro Tem . :
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amonig birdsy ~Theirdinecubating: female’ L Wrning from’ feeding, ‘ha's’the
meale. attract&attentlén hhile She goes onuxhe nesﬁ unobtru51vely.)}A;

The male went to another tree where b1 ere was an old partly
~@Xcavebedzhole -on:wiieh we. hed seen him workinglea#lier- that\same
 dayysisEerseemedsintentson finishing thisinestzalthough Kis aetlvity
may have-sbeen only-whatizthe" bloloblsts callua‘d13p1acement reactlen.
(But a- week or two dater:this: nést looked: iguiter eomplete~even “to'a”
few heles ~in-the: suprounding bapk! 0031ng p1tch. ”hls nest wxll bear
watchlng negt Sprlng)._” .aALWa LoE 0

B f-r‘

- I Was now eonv1nced tnau the blrdSAMeretlncubatlng 1n«nést #l
80 I put up my blind and left it about 75 or 100:feet  from: theunest
so the birds would get used to it. The time was fast approaching
-~WhentherDearborns -end=the: ‘Holdens would be léaving’ for Main&-and
m;ehlgan,}respectlvely, :anid atothis” 901nt I-1et ‘my aﬂx1e y;to get a
picture-overrulie iy bettero Judgment. iTodid not wait- for“the ydung
to hatoh =.Itried for a'picture of“the- female as ‘she- left the nest
orsreturned to it afterifeeding, “This: was! Just the flrst of K:
serles of4mistakes that“I made at fhls time. Lo

& n Aprll 18, gust before dark I meved tne blind up to Tifteen,
feet from the nest 'tree, -.The next: mopn1n~ as I 'went t6 tie blind -
about 8:30 o'clock one of the birds scolded me from overhead, .I
thought at.the time that it-wasiprobably thé médle - now T’ think that
it may-have been: the female, off thHe" st feeding, that- she ‘gaw-me
go into.the blind .and was afraid»to 86 back tothenests “(T used --
thiel elagsie metihod cby. having ‘Jean ‘g@ 4 BHne b0 Hhe Bl ind aﬂd~WaIk f

away-aftervI‘WHS‘inslde wnlch Ig‘suoposedAto&fodi ﬁhé bffds evéry

6,4 ¢hhe bllnd untll,about ll GD otelock.when the nest be-i
came shaded and the only birds I saw were two bobwhites thet walked
between the nest tree and the blind. Laving found that I was too
close to the nest for my camera to properly cover it, and fearing
that the blind was so close that the birds would not come and go, I
noved it back to about 21 feet before I left,

It was now Henry's turn to sit in the blind, I do not know
what hours he sat there but he had the same lack of results that I
had - probably for the same reason = that the bird was off feeding
when he went into the blind,
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'i.-".@iﬁpri ‘the biind- asalnw mh:.;s  b42e, T, savi,ne birdes
as” T appivached o5 Jaen. 17 haddseen nothir tosabout;; 1010 Q
aek” T 7 disdourazed. and,., rﬁﬁm Jﬁﬁn hade %0, 15

Jrel
'B :L . the s‘ﬂad@ aln*,fI eard her s@g,rt i_mg_
. end looked t sée wghgt she. %’}9«% ggfﬁg. f{vhlgn & l%akedg baok-
Tthere. wa, hg, bir‘d Ut “ébove the nest:hut amgnd Oh tneusgggly_ s;lde
bf-the tree, ~She presnsa her’ f‘eatuers, knbcked off a pieece of bark
Lookin forﬂgomething bopeat, and- drumued seftlyr forkh.e:cz nategTall
the"whgi ,warkmg slowly Ups the z;rge. ;' They. Bun~was brizht on the nest
hole and. I:-th ough,@" hat whea:sgzeﬂeamgq bagk ‘50 thesnest:I woukd:gets a
.8ood. plcture. ;Whe ushle ‘was gbout-eighbafeet above the mestisher o7
s”ﬁarted‘bgg: _:‘dQ Jpxan 5 ganle; -peardy. to:: the pestragaine: This-time.I-de-
cided; ko make g 16 of.. - OXPOSUTeS: ‘inﬁtme .8hadeson-tie ghanée thabs
I might. §et,, s?methmg. I bhad to-werely guess at the;exposure and’had
llttle hope 0 fhettn.ng anytning better taan a silhoue’qte,

‘I’he birdrgoon ,-lew away and that ts the last that*ﬁ@ary‘z @"IJ’saw
of :either her or ‘the: male -although we-éath spent moie. time: 2if--the? oo
blind-and watching: £roms sour-carss’. 1t-nowcgéens probablecthatvat the
time of .my-first morning:inittiechlind inéubation wasitap 8ABUgH 5.&“'{
vanged -so that the- -eggs:became addlad:When.the female. Waslafpratd to-
return to the nest and let the eggs chill. On:the. i2304the femdrdc:’
may have become aware, throuzh some sixth sense, that the eggs_were
addled: and;was- leav:mc, itheosnest” for the 1ast tme whfen Q“sﬁw 1% and_
teok the ;two-' blctu:aes. w N Simus TI00% : : i

ne dar afe ad:
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: rds, probably went tzo(some Qﬁher nesb mleamncr@tart&d omer
not tq gest, #2.as ‘I foundythat that: vagzbeing uded b yeaspaiyief ifed-
bellied woedpeckers. ¥ *’erhgps they finished-nest #h andmoved oiwy~ T
reﬁroved the- blind .early : rin. oy and-called ithe nrojéct-off.- Towas <o
disappgmted by -our ‘_seem%ng faz,lure qnd :nad ssoc-Iigtle Baithoiwithe o
pictures I took that I d1d. not-have:tiem: {processed muntit iwe e tarned
to Michigan., When they were developed I found that by some miracle
they sturned out fairly wellve far Dattepithan TrexpaéfediicEk Eave"

had -a: duplieate o:@ the bast cm.e J;lade fo:e tﬂe Glub's skide. *labﬁad:'?“ O

-1 Fale O sD
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The seerecy ;s now eff and o e.-; olub aembers a.re ‘weldome to. mam
around this’ -area -to your -heaptls . content., o 6 Wikl ibeca goodiplaee o
to look, for the red-coolkaded Joedpecker; but-as . you Wil gab‘nemﬁrm
this | s;i:o:r:y you may not always :see it If you. have not sseen=thils blI‘d
before.do not . look fo,r 8a: J.arger}voo@pecker ‘with a: :ﬁ‘Lazming lcockadeq
The latter mark is seldom seen and in size D, borealis is midway - be-
“ween the only other members of the genus Dendrocopos that are found
in. Florpida = 'me h&il‘jj V{ocdpeck'a'r, Dv "mllosas and f?ne dfewn‘y
pu)aescen;s. corlnovind o : _ Lk




