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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. As we move into the New Year, I wish to extend a
greeting to all our members and a hand of welcome to our new ones, The
Halifax River Audubon Society through the cooperation of all of us can
be a telling voice for conservation, not only in our own region but
also all aeross our beautiful state of Florida, ILet us make 1967 a
memorable year in the life of our Society and a constructive one in the
cause of wholesome conservation.

F. Beacom Rich, President

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER: If you know any members who did not receive a
copy of the January Pelican, it may be that they have failed to send
in their dues, Please remind them that prompt payment will reinstate
them so that they will not miss this fine publication, New members
since the last issue of the Pelican:

Mr. and Mrs., A. G. Brewsr, Lachute, Canada
Miss Ruth V. Clement, Daytona Beach

Mrs. Margaret Copp, Daytona Beach

Mrs., Madeline M, Durepo, Ormond Beach

Mrs, Hazel Flynn, Ormond-Beach

Mrs. Henrietta S. Greene, Holly Hill

Mr, Mayberry G. Hughes, Daytona Beach

Mrs, Guy E., MacGown, Ormond Beach

Mrs., Arthur L. Purinton, Ormond Beach
Miss Olive Webster, Daytona Beach

Total membership at this date is 213.

Mrs., Pratt, Membership Secretary, will represent HRAS at Florida Aud-
ubon Society's annual meeting in Miami this month, to be reported in
the February issue of THE PELICAN,

X %k %k

First NATURE THEATER evening at Peabody Auditorium., Come early (box
office opens at 6:30 P.M, for season or single tickets), and at 7:30
P.M, on Saturday, January 14, we are t0 see Mexico from the natural-’
ist's viewpoint which often makes our series so especially enjoyable.
The second of our five comes on January 28,-and the third, Africa, on
February 11, By the way, our sister series, packed with travelogues
this season (as well as audience), is another real bargaine. The one
on The Balkans alone proved the value of the season ticket of the
Tourist Club, when we all travelled in such comfort in that difficult
and dangerous part of the world. '

MONTHLY MEETING: On Monday, January 16, at 7:00 P.M,, preliminary
slide program by Roy Hudson with reminding of local birds, After 7:30
Hazel Walker will give an illustrated talk on her travels in the
British Isles last July, with two other HRAS members, Thelma Acosta
and Lillian Shields. They were three among 900 on that fabulous
SCOTTISH BIRD-ISLANDS STUDY CRUISE, now world famous.,
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While the need for spraying is necessary for humen comfort and
even life and the existence of many trees and plants, the birds-who
live on insect-life will soon pass over heavily saturated areas, as
well as filled, drained and built-~over ones. In many of the points in
the greater Daytona area, the above observations were proven by. this
year's 1966 ANNUAL AUDUBON CENSUS on December 21, The total number of
species counted between sunup and sundown on December-2l by 16 ob-
servers for HRAS was-124 and in December 1965 was 122, a negligible
difference., However, the total number of birds seen dropped to 6,718
while the 1965 census total was 18,473. Among the more unusual species
found-in the Daytona Beach areas this year were Canvasback and Ruddy
Ducks, Dunlins, Great Black<backed Gulls, a Baltimore Oriole, Screech
Owl, Water Pipits, Redstart, Barn and Rough-winged Swallows and two
Chimney Swifts. (This is a brief excerpt from George Williams' forth-
coming article in Daytona Beach News-Journal,-Sunday, Jamnuary 8, 1967)

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS: January 20 all-day-{bring lunch), to Alexander
Springs, and February 17 to Sanford, all-day, each on Friday. Trans-
portation probably no problem for those, nor for the half-days on Jan~-
uary 13 and Fgbruary 10. As for Saturday, February 4, to Cape Kennedy,
to be sure, try to darrange your own ride in advance. Several drivers
now avoid that trip.

FOR THE BIRDS FOR THREE WEEKS
By Robert G, Elliott

Have you ever played foster parents to an orphaned family of Red-
bellied Woodpeckers?

It was this situation that Taced Mrs. Elliott and myself one Sun-
day afternoon last June. A typical Summer thunderstorm had felled an
old tree in the yard of a neighbor,..a tree in which we had been ob-
serving the daily activities of a pair of Red-bellies,

Shortly after the tree was down it became apparent that curious
kids and hungry cats would make short work of the young which could be
heard ‘'peeping! within the cavity. The parent birds were not trying
to enter the fallen nest. : .

. Although we had never tried to raise young birds, my wife and I
decided to attempt it, so with no further delay I proceeded to cut them
out of the log. In moments the rotten wood gave way, and there,
huddled together well and hungry, were three fledglings about a week
or ten days old. Through it all the parents clung to the nearby trees
scolding us and reassuring their young. Lacking something better for
the moment, we deposited the bables in a paper napkin-lined bowl., I-
fashioned a small wooden paddle,..Muriel-mixed an egg yolk with milk,
we opened a can of prescription cat food, made a sloppy mash, spooned
in the mash with the paddle and the egg-milk mixture with an eye
dropper,...the birds loved it all, » o _

Then ..;when‘all mouths were closed, we wiped their beaks and be-
gan to scﬁedule their feedings. Luckily it was nearly dark so one more
feeding was sufficient before they felt like settling down for the
night,

Six A.M, the following morning began by meal serving to three
yawning mouths every half hour,..all day long,.s..cvery day for two
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GREETINGS: As we start-the new year of our Society, the most pressing
problem, it seems to me, is the one of conservation of our natural
areas. Lverywhere, from the Redwoods in California to the Hudson River
in the East, industry is trying its best to take over areas that should
be held by Government for future generations. When they are gone they
can never be replaced. Something all of us can do, when legislation

is brought up by conservation minded legislators to preserve natural
areas, is to write our Congressmen and Senators expressing our opinion,
Certainly this will do a world of good, as the power of the pen is tre-
mendous, As these problems come up, they will be brought before our
monthly meetings, and opportunity will be given for each of us to act.,.

-~ - As you have been informed, Mr, Robert ElXiott, although not having
the leisure that most of us enjoy, will take over the Chairmanship of
the Audubon Wildlife Films, our biggest project, so when you are asked
to help him in some way, please cooperate,

Ce He Ekdahl’ President

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP: Present membership is 121, o
We welcome the following new members: Mrs. Dorothy V. Darling, 116
Seabreeze Blvd.; Mrs. Dale R, llason, 376 N. Beach St., Ormond Beachj;
Mrs, Charlotte Y. Moritz, 1224 S, Peninsula Dr., Apt. 216; Mrs.
Constance Witheford, 139 Granada St., Holly Hill. We regret to
announce that during the past summer we lost through death one of our
Honorary Members, Mrs. John B, May of Cohasset, lMass, '
* * %k

Seeing the Roseate Spoonbills on July 12 at Playlinda was purely
accidental because I was trying to locate some Flamingos that were re-
ported seen below the o0ld Coeast Guard Station in New Smyrna Beach. This
report came from a reliable source, and I still think they may have
been there, but-the area was hard to reach and the temperature was 92
degrees or more, also rather large rattlers were seen in the area. 1
thought I might be able to see them from the riverside on the mainland
off AIA, I rounded up two fine birders, Dorothy and Fred Vichert, and
we started off to -find the Flamingos. The first stop was Lopez fish
camp, When I asked about the Flamingos one bewhiskered fisherman in-
formed me -~ "Them aren't Flamingos, they're Roseate Spoonbills," We
stopped next at Camp 42 north of Haulover Canal, same answer, with a
suggestion we try the Titusville ponds. On our way to Titusville we
stopped and asked a government worker. This time we asked about the
Roseate Spoonbills, having given up on the Flamingos. He directed us
to Playlinda and there we saw and counted 15 Roseate Spoonbills, a few
Laughing Gulls, one Avocet, most of the herons and egrets. On the way
to Titusville we saw one old White Pelican in one of the ponds, Home-
ward bound we spotted 5 Black-necked Stilts west of the Titusville
Causewaye

- - Dr, Rawson, an entomologist from Chevy Chase, Md., a former member
“of the HRAS, got in touch with me about & bird trip. Ike Merrill and
I drove down to New Spmyrna Beach where the doctor vacations. We went
to a region near the power plant across from the New Smyrne Beach air-
port. The region, mostly mangrove with a few open ponds, promises to
be a welcome new territory that can be utilized in a half=-day tripe.
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‘weeks, I doubt if they ever did get fllled up. fMuriel_knows,it full
well, she did- most of the serv;ng. : - S .

That flrst Sunday we had checked all our blrd books and had to de~
cide on a diet immediately available, TFor variety Muriel introduced
mashed, skinned blueberries as well as egg yolk soaked hamburg.’ It
.‘soon became impossmble to plan anythlng other . than blrd feedlng-:w~

o In a- few days we moved them 1nto our cats' exerolslng cagi,?about
two feet high -and- wide and five feet longe Attaching several pieces
.of -bark ‘here and -there afforded the fledglings a sunface<to hang on. to,
though by now each would sit in our hand -OF try to perch on our . .
fingers, ‘ : , ;..-':
- During -these davs it became evident one was boss, a fact constant-
. ly-be1ng proven, By -the end of two weeks their . feathers.were‘pretty
well formed, @ ;small patch -of red -on onse top knot; appeared and they
- were 1nterested in tny1ng-the1rfW1qgs.;,Thelr eage-allowed themﬁtorflap
fram one end to the otherg...each tlme galnlng-strength end assurance.
We began to be aoprehen51ve about how tame they had become.- Qur
German Shepherd had only been mildly curlous as had our two Siamese
catss ‘Though the cats arentt allowed to run loose, we did -allow them
coa gllmpse from ‘inside the’patlo sereen.‘ The blrds Were not dlsturbed
w1th thls 1ntroductlon. . Lo oo . : ,

Now it became tlme to 1ntroduce them to thelr own'world, squwrlel
d&lly»placed them on tHe ‘ground beneath a palm-in her -garden, Here.
they learned to peck.at seeds,/ bugs and all the: other—goodles that

fattractea'them.; Also, they began to learn about trees., :

, Vlsltlng Cardlnals Doves and an occas1onal Boat talled Graekle
would glve them a casual gl.anoe wh:Lle feedlng nearbye ,

And so,...one mornlng nearly three weeks after that storm, MUrlel
had them out again for their orientation period, It was then that one’
suddenly left the palm trunk and fluttered to another-and higher .perch.
Another looked about a bit and boldly took off towards the cover of the
woods bordering our garden. His or her flight path was uneertain but
determlned and a hlgher tree was reached safely,

By then the flrstqhad declded to try for the woods and without
further+ado§ winged -off.d Number three had never been too keen on
leaving, so aetually Muriel had to encourage it to fly.

Although they were very teme we didn't want them to retain the
habit because they wouldn't survive when forced to be dependent on 1liv-
ing wild and free,

We are sure the parent birds observed our releasing the young be-
cause for a couple of days we caught glimpses of them and the young
and could hear their endless chirping.

In the days that followed one or more of the trio visited our
feeders and on one occasion I was able to extend my hand to within one
foot of a perching youngster before natural suspicion overcame habit
and the bird flew off,...but not far,
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Ours was a wonderful experience-not to be forgotten., We learned
a lesson or two from the Red«bellies,...but feeding three yawning -
N mpuths‘everyﬂhalf hour again,....that's for the birds}

kK K

FIELD NOTES gdthered December 21 (Christmas Count from dawn to dark),
- December 30 (half-day), and one golden hour on January l. To put the
last first, the Gannets, in numbers, were strongly winging southward

‘on'‘New Year's day, clearly visible from overlocks north of Ormond

" Beach, without tacope or even binoculars. Some circled to dive near

shrimp boats, rolling porpoises and numerous terns and gulls where,
evidently, the fishing was good. ( L

7 For best -enjoyment of Bluebirds pull off on the right and pause-
‘at ‘that thriving, busy little "World Color" factory north on Route 1,
. past Tomoka River bridge, where the ducks in the landscaped pond in
front are no longer wild species, Right near the highway, feeding on
a row of Pyracanthas loaded with orange berries, six or eight Blue-

- birds made a picture, Two Green heron on the pond's edge were nearly
- invisible until they moved,
, A Sore and-three Clapper Rails were observed near High Bridge,

- and one Clapper, same day (calm and beautiful, and with low river tide,
to leave inviting muddy margins) gave real close-up appearances.for
two groups north side of Port Orange causeway. Intent, binoculars on
"bars crowded with Black Skimmers, Caspian and .Royal. Terns, and ten
Oystercatchers, observers almost missed ‘the Clapper walking past so
near. Bettér Birding than ever remembered at Sugar Mill Gardens on
December 30, -including one posing Carolina Wren with .breast ruddy as

a Robin's, On oount day, December 21, Robins were estimated in flocks,
g0 wére Tree Bwallows, and of course, Ring-billed Gulls, our permanent
winter residents numerous on our beautiful beach, but far more so at
the city dump. Beware of the Police dog and avoid the small yipping

- mut at“dairy farm on Tomoka Farms Road. T e - .
B "~ 77 Birding is Tine along the ditch opposite the farm =-
across the highway - and safer, - ~ =~ '° AR

Mrs. Raiph M. Branc¢h, Editor
711 N, Halifax Aves - '
- Daytona Beach, Fla,., 32018
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sister tried to roscue some baby .eagles from a cliff after the mother
had been killed., TLater he married a woman as:interested in natureas.
he ‘and: together they taught a captured.eagle to fly. They wrote mag-
azine articles and TV shows to educate people out of the false ideas
that eagles carried off live lembs and human babies. The reader will
follow this book breathlessly a8 . the . author who was determined to
save as many.éagleées as possible ‘had somse halr-ralslng adventures,
Besides "Jappy", the eagle he- taught to fly, there was "Thomas™, who'
became a member of the. famlly, and ““Eos'", tho Begutiful golden eagle
he took to- Scotland to be released whére it is hoped that 1t stlll

flies free, . x «
* *

- ..~ National Audubon:telks us that siowy owls began showing up in

: northernfstatesLdurinnghristmas'week.;lfA-largewmovement-ofwtheﬂbigr
white owls into -the United.States normally octurs abeut-every four:
years coincident with a cyclic. die-off of the lemming, their principal
food in the far north. The snowy owl is protected by-the laws of all
the states where it is llkely to occur except Montana Pennsylvania
and- Vermont. T : S . Ll A iEe i

‘l’HE’QE S rLLRY

Is Mary in uho aa1ry°
Is Mary on the steir?
- What? Maryt's in the garden? -
What is ‘she doing thsre? g
- Has she made the buttar yet?
- .Has .she made ‘the beds? g
Has she topped the 6ooseberrles
.. -And taken off their heads?.

a—_— Has she the potatces peeled?
e Has she done the grate?

- r'~finre the new green peas all shelled9
- It is getting latel ..~ . ~
‘ ‘What? ‘She ‘hdasn't done a’ tha.ng‘7

- Herets a niceé to-dol ' '
. Mmry Hag a ‘dozen jobs: 7
' And ‘hasnt't' finished two,
Welli here is a nicée to-dol
Welll upon my wordl
She's sitting on the garden bench
Llstenlng to a blrdl ) :

Ivy 0. EastW1©k

';ngs. Ralph M. Branch Edltor
71 N “Halifax uve.‘, _
';,Daytona Beach Fla. 32018
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FIELD TRIPS PAST:

 The following figures are all from George Williams, On trip days,
only since November 4, a total of 170 species have been reported; 8 of
these were unusual birds to be written in on the HRAS check-lists.
Many members do not realize what an enthusiastic lot set forth at
7:30 AJM,., even on chilly, dark mornings, to enjoy outings together.
Statistics show: v e o o '
January 20-(to Alexander Springs), 18 cars, 94 species
January 27, 9 cars, 31 observers, 81 species ] o
February 4 (to Cape Kennedy), 24 observers, 85 species
February 10 (half-day), 4 cars, 15 people, 73 species
February 17/(to Sanferd), 6 cars, 21 people, 98 specles
February 25, 6 cars, 26-‘people, 74 speciles - - :
Mareh 4 (to Titusville), 6 cars, 99 species (including 6 White

S Pelicans) '

On February 17 an even dozen members (3 cars) went, instead, to
join about ‘twenty other Florida Audubon Society members {$2,00 per
person registration fee as offered in the Florida Naturalist) for a
week-end at The Lodge at Wakulla Springs, over 200 miles away near
Tallahassee, That is a fabulous spot, now a National Audubon Sanctuary
while belonging to the State. Ira Veigley was the leader for F.A.S.,
‘and arranged for a ranger to lead several (10?) cars for miles, on -
Saturday, over trails and dikes usually out-of-bounds to the publie,
in the additional thousands of acres of St. Mark's Wildlife Sanctuary
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife), At The Lodge hundreds of small birds are
‘around the feeders, and hundreds of ducks fed at the waterfronts Short
boat trips add all sorts of wildlife, including alligators, andsafter
the ducks have gone a visit is just as rewarding, but-differents The
Limpkins ("crying birds") call mournfully, off and on, all night now,
Flowers-will be lovely in April, Dogwood outstandinge Carl Buche
heister, President Emeritus of National Audubon Society, was spending
two weeks at The Lodge with "iirs. B.", and Saturday evening, near the
glowing log fire in the Lounge, gave us a talk about Wakulla, after
Tra Weigley's fine slide program on the most recent banding operations
with the terns in the Dry Tortugas. "Mr., B." proudly displayed the
original painting- (of Puffins on Matinicus Rock) that Roger Tory -
Peterson finished, especially-for him, at 3:00 A.M. of the day of his
big retirement party when he became "Emeritus" on February le

TWO CRANE BOOKS
Reviewed by Lillian W, Crosby

Whooping cranes-once wintered in Florida, according to a recent
book by J.-J. McCloy, THE HUNT FOR THE WHOOPING CRANES. This large
white bird, some five feet tall with an incredible wing spread, was
reduced almost to extinction in the 1940's with only 27 wild Whooping
cranes left in the entire world, - This book is a dossier account of th
struggle to find the nesting area of these birds in the Northwest -
Territories in Canada, by the National Audubon Society and the Us Se
Fizh and Wildlife Service, working in partnership with the Canadian
W:idlife Service. It took more than ten years of perseverance, hard-
siiip and courage to accomplish this seemingly impossible feat. Men
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like Fred Bard, of the Provincial Museum in Regina, Saskatchewan, the

late Robert Porter Allen, to whom the book is dedicated, Dr. Olin
Sewall Pettingill, Jr., among many others., Ironically, the nesting
area was finally discovered accidentally by a pilot of the Forestry
Service emroute to a forest fire in Wood Buffalo Park, He notified
William A, Fuller, a mammalogist with the Canadian Wildlife-Service
at his station in Fort Smith, Northwest Territories, Today, as a re-
sult of the-work done along the migration route from Aransas, Texas
into Canada, we are told that less than 50 Whoopers are now {lying the
skyways and bringing back inc¢reasing young from their nesting site in
the north. However, the cranes and their progeny are far from safe.
Diminution.of feeding grounds, depredation by hunters and other
enemies constantly threaten this rare and beautiful bird. This book
_ is a suspenseful natural history non-fiction. The reader feels the
full excitement and satisfaction of scientific detective work and the
dedication and courage it demands as he follows the blologists, con-
- servatiomists, and-ornithologists in their treks on foot through un-
tracked wilderness, in-canoes, helicopters and airplanes over huge
~areas and marshy tundrase- - i s e

. Another new book on the Whooping. crane, enthusiastically recom-
mended by Russell lMason, executive director of the Florida Audubon
Society, at the Leaders' Conference this year at Grand Bahama, 18
Faith McNulty's THE WHOOPING CRANE. Less dossierlike than the McCloy
book on. this bird, Miss McNulty enters more subjectively into her .
material, You 1live with Robert Porter Allen and his family as -they
journey into the far north; you struggle with him at Aransas-Wildlife
‘Refuge. in trying to hold in abeyance the oil companies! efforts to
take ovepr +the crane's feeding areas on the flats; you travel with him
north along the migration route, thrilling with him when a bird is.

- sighted,  There is much more than the Allen episodes in this book, of
course, all fascinatingly told. The scope of this book extends beyond
its immediate subject., In examining what motivates conservationists

to persist in.their efforts, despite frequent disappointment and frus=-

_trations a question was posed in a newspaper editorial on' the Whooping
crane and their plight: "Can a society, whether through sheer wantons

‘ness or callous neglect, permit the extinction of something grand or
beautiful in nature without risking the extinction of something grand
or beautiful in its own character?” Introduction to this book has
been written by Stewart L. Udall, U. S. Secretary of the Interior,-

(Crossing Texas last April, Ralph and lMargaret Branch were lucky to
see one group Just leaving for their Summer and nesting far up in the
Canadian wildernesse.) - -

Sk ok ok

The Administration has dropped plans for building dams in the
Grand Canyon. In a press conference February 1, Secretary of the
Interior Udall announced "a revised development program for the Lower
Dolorado River and the Central Arizona Project" in which power would
be supplied by steam plants constructed under a combination of publie
and private sponsorship rather than by power-producing dams. The
Department is recommending-enlargement of Grand Canyon National Park-’
to encompass Marble Canyon, the site of one of the two proposed dams,
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and is asking that any action at the other site, Hualapai, be "deferred
for. further consideration by the Congress.” The National Audubon :
Society promptly sent a wire to the Secretary, commending the decision,

s

_ Short editorial: Can Spring be far behind...all the often chilly,
damp, dark, windy recent weeks around our Halifax Area? Blessed are
all of you who can be always cheerful in spite of ‘the weather. De-
~ pressing, too, are reports sent from State and National Audubon stress-
ing and urging the constant fight against air and water pollution, and
to keep all our wild places and creatures from being engulfed and
smothered by INDUSTRY and DEVELOPMENT. Thoss two are spreading so far
and fast in Florida alone that groups like ours are working hard to ~
manage that developers’at least spare a few fairly undisturbed spotse
.The Mackle Brothers, with one huge development, are doing this on Marec
Island - and boastfully leaving a few bits for eagles where only a few
years ago the whole island (like Sanibel) was one beautifully ™"under-
developed" remainder, (We are told that at Deltona they could spare

no place for one resident eagle.) Vsry soon Harco {like Sanibel re-
cently) will give our cars, and thousands of others, many fresh miles
of good roads to easily skim over, And may they omit "™Minimum 40 NMPH"
and "No Stopping" signs on some of those new roads for all birdersi

.

IN BTHALF OF ALLIGATORS. A4 bill, S. 785 by Senator George- i, Smathers
- {FIa.7J, would make it illegal to transport alligator hides, or shoes,
‘suitcases and other products-mamufactursd from them, across State
lines if the alligators were taken in violation of existing State or
Fedeéral laws, Poachers! trade in illegal skins’is estimated at $1
‘million a year in Miami alone, ths Senator said, The bill would also
prohibit transportatlion of live alligators across State lines without
a special permit., ' : - '

Senator Smathers said that the alligator, a "living fossil™ from
‘the.Age of Reptiles of 200 million years ago, is threatened with ex-
‘tinction, - Dollar~hungry poachers, he said, are taking tens of -
thousands. of gators a year from the dwindling supply in- the few refugec
that remainfundestrbyed}by;dfainage'andﬂdevelqpment;ﬂ'The_bill'wasA

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mrs. Ralph M, Brancéh, Editor
711 N, Halifax Ave,
Daytona Beach, Fla, 32018
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S.TTST TEREATER: National Audubon has already given us the dates, .-
=t-uzn not the speakers, scheduled for Peabody Auditorium in 1968, In
casg -you wquld like to -mark your calendar they are: January 6, 203 .

Fgbruary 3, 17; and March 9 (all Saturday evening at 7:30 Jo o

“—"“Rébert Elliott, as director, will be taking over ds many more of
fhe details &s possible, from our new Prosident. We mention here a.
few of the complications about the "Screen Tours" which many do not
suspect. First, dates are set nearly a year ahead after much arrang-
iﬁg”With'"Nationalﬂ'and;withTPehbody".f;NapiOnal Audubon's Apceakers,
who “call this "The .Sunshine Circuit" (perhaps using :the sane: name..on
the Pacific Coast?) have sometimes requested, years ahead, to .be . .
scheduled for the crowded, rnumercus stops it .entails.. At least .two'or
three Florida cities c¢all for two or c¢ven three programs on one daye

. Buoh speaker notifics directly as to how, where aid when he plans
f”j;o_grriva,;and"whéthgrjaIOné;,anaginfturn.is_aSsuradrﬁEag.nodmﬁgndfif
. “puide will be awaiting Him, ~For years the Ekdahls Have ‘taken jcarc.of

Y811 thig; beforeé them, Beacom and Nellie Rich. Dinner, bed and bregk-

‘fast are the usual limit for this stop, between Jacksonville and Clear-
“water dates.  Sometimes a-bit .of rest, too, or enjoyment' of the ocean,

. or photography of our special birds is madc easy, with transportation

- finally to'"Peabbdy"Aﬁo;geﬁ'&Il;set-up'well.beforeg7¥00*PM5.‘Iﬁfthemf

“meantime, the- tour director has: becn there for an hour c¢hecking on the

projectionist, fireman, guardian policeman, and the porter (to open .
front doors at 6:30) all paid by ERAS. . ' T
Many members help in a dozen wayss Advance sale.of season ticke
ets is one. Single admissions pay us more, but scason ticket holders
“are*impdrtdn;i'aﬁdjthe”é@hdolfqhildrﬁpfthey;biingi?ree,_ S

.- For 17 years the Bergers;have‘handlad-thc-hox—offiqe,;deaiihg;now
with crowded lines-at both windows, just: before a performance; becadsc
all five films arc scheduled at the hcight of the season, all 200 or
‘g0 of -our members arc a small part of the usual audience 6f 1200 -0r'so,
Other generous workers take tickets, distributc the leaflets about -
each spcaker, count the attendance, and in advance .place the publicity
at most strdtegic times arnd places. And don't Torget that a lot-of
work goes into advance planning of the calendar alone. . Williams,
Childs and@Mﬁiray‘Will’wérk'iﬁ“out’iﬂ,thégsummer,iﬁnd)Sﬁéfthat it is
all printed ‘and ready to mail to members in .early Fall, improved as
per most redent developments.. That word was well chosen, It is far-
“spreading "developments" that interfere drastically with our birding
‘areas, erasing far more than they open for us (c.g. the New Barber-
ville:Road),. S )

. -After the Tilm starts at the Auditorium, the armed guard lcaves
. just long ehough: to be driven, with tho.strong-boX, to the night de-
;posiﬁory,,;Firstiﬁdaringly;initiated_by,Beacom and Nellie Rich while
he was President 17 years ago, it was after thc daring transfer .of - the
Sereen Tours to roomy but cxpensive Pcabody Auditorium (from crowded
Scabreeze ‘High ‘8chool which was ours for free) that the many extra -
tickets sold could boost our Treasury, even though:our ticket prices
remain low, .while so many other costs rise, including our payments to
National Audubon, which still. subsidizes Wildlife Films, all over the
country. - B L e T
‘Mrs., Kathryn W. Hurlbert (Mrs., Alfred L.,Jr.) publishes THE PEL~
ICAN, Mr. and Mrs, Pratt usually teke carc of-all the addressing and
mailing, and this April number says "Farewell, all, until next Fall".

Margaret Branch (Mrs. R.M.), Editor
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Welcome back Fricnds and Members for another happy season with
Halifax River Audubon Sociecty. We have a program planncd, with varicty
that will intcrest nature lovers in cvery ficld, from blrdwatchurs to
conservationists -~ starting off with -~ WILD RIVERS. And--noro to
GOme o

Hazel Walker
Vice Chairman of Programs

OUR ILLUSTRIOUS SUMMER VISITORS: The two hour bird trip in July for -
Lady Bliss, wifc of Sir Arthur Bliss of the London Symphony Orchestra,
started at thc home of kiargaret Branch. Therc we were fortunate to sce
one immaturc and onc adult Yellow-crowncd liight Herons., This was onc
of the highlights for Lady Bliss. The Black-crowncd Night Heron appoarsg
occasionally in England, but the Yellow=crowned has ncver bcen scen
there to my knowledge., With the aid of lMarge Emmons we drove to. WROD
whore Lady Bliss saw nmost of the ogrets and horons and a Clapper Rail.
The Lady is very much interested in flowers as well as birds. On the
way to MeDonald's farm she got a fleeting gllmpse of the Kingfisher and
remarkcd about its size. Their Klngflsher is very smalle. She didnt't
know the Kingfisher that is féund in England also appears in far off
Thailand, I saw it first in Bangkok and then at lMinsmere. It is more
becautiful and dantier than ours when scon in the right light. Shc saw
two first birds at lMcDonald's farm. The White Ibis which is not scen
in Europe were grouped on the outer limbs of an oak treecs¢ Marge Emmons
spotted threc or four Swallow-tailed Kites gliding over the tree line,
.Lady Bliss phoned later and said a friend at the Daytona Plaza had
given her an National Geographic that had an article on tho Swallow-
tailed Kite. Shc also said the two hours spont birding was the best
cxpericnce of her trip to Daytona Beache.

Two days later lMrs. J. Be. Pricstley phoncd and wanted to go bird-
ings Ve started from City Island whcorc wc saw an Osproy sitting atop
an old decad palm trce at The Pendlcton apurtmbnts. This was scen
through a scope. The Osprcy in fZngland is a rarc bird, therc being
only threec or four in Scotland, and I remcmber onc oldorly lady trying
to get the warden at Minsmeorc to find onc, but no luck. At WROD we saw
all the egrets and herons, and somcthing new - two black chicks of mama
and papa Clapper Rail., The White Ibis and Cattlc Egret wore scen at
MeDonaldt's farm, and the Swallow-tailed Kitos made their appearance,.
Mrs, Pricestley told of secing a cloud of Scarlet Ibis in flight in Kon-
ya. This must have beon a beautiful sight. Mrs, Priestloy's main in-
terest is in anthropolocy and archecology and we onded thc trip at Sugar
Mill Gardcens where she was able to vicw some of our "young ruins%., At
the Port Orange bridge we saw some Black Tcrns, Royal Terns and Least
Terns., The Royal Terns arc not scen in England. Tho last bird she saw
she thought was a hawk, and she was right, it was anothor Osprey.

Goorge lMurray

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: The time has come oncc again for roncwal of meme
bership. An Application for Membership card is encloscd. All members
should send in a card cach year. Plcase fill-in your card on both
sides, giving full addross including Zip code, and indicating type-of
membership you desire. Plecasc do not lay this aside and forget it, bub
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do it now! Mailing of ncmberships beforc nccting night is of grcat
assistance to the Membership Scerctary and saves you timec, Return to:
Mrs, Alvin R, Pratt, Mcmbership Secrctary, P.O. Box 5474, Daytoma -
Boach, Florida 32020,

KAY AND GEORGE WILLIAMS! ANNIVERSARY! Swanky is the word for the *
Williams®! 50th Wedding Anniversary party given them by their children

in early August at the Party House on N, Wild Olivc. The formal in-

vitations werc in gold print and gave onc a nicc social fecling in the
Summer warmth, Lovely goldcn decorations of bolls, flowers and gifts -
gaily dccorated the rooms while Mrss Francis Ayres of Vicnna, Virginia,
graciously groeted guests on arrival. Kay and Gecorge occupied a gold
brocadod sottoci Other hosts wore Mrs.-John A. Livingstonc, Who flow
from Istanbul, Turkey, for thc occasion; and Ir. and lirs. Richard P.

Williams with three lovely little girls, Mary .Kay, Sharon and Joannc

from Dacatur, Georgia. Thesc swcot girls passecd candy and goodics to
everyonc tirclessly. Helping sorve the punch werc handsomc brothor

" and sister, Richard Eﬁd‘ﬂ‘c%ﬁ“ﬁ&:{rfési_‘Tﬁéwfﬁﬁﬁ“Wﬁ‘S“I‘CﬂllY’Yummyl'w“\'"'ww

George's family who camc for the evont werc brother He M. :
Williams of Boston, Mr. and Mrs. John D. Willioms of San Francisco,
and Mr, and Mrs. Mansficld Williams of Wrcntham, iasse

Aftor much gay conversation, Mansficld Williams callcd for si-
lonce, made a lovcly speech ir honor of Kay and George, and presentcd
thom with thc information that a color tclovision had been delivered

%0 thcir housc on Salvador Place as a gift from them all, It was

quitc a partye.
Elizabeth iicCandlcss

CHOOSY LITTLE BIRD: Scen in a Texas cyprcss swamp rccently was a live

" ivory-billed woodpecker, a big red-white-and-black bird, larger than

a crow, almost thc sizc of a small domestic rooster, a bird so rarely
sighted it has been considcred extinct or on thc cdge of extinetion

" for half a century. Eight months aftcr sighting the first one, thrcec

pairs were found, and it is® belicved thorc werec 10 to 20 surviving
birds in the Big Thicket of southeast Tcxas, which is a 300,000 acre
tract of swamplands and pinc forest that is now_boing_consi&ered as a
National Park. The Big Thickct contains enough dead wood to provide
food for cven thesc choosy fowle, The ivorybill fccds very selectively,

~&nésealy»eats—theéyxﬁwy>£ifWood~borlngulnsaahs,_sa;ig;may be that the

last surviving ivorybills have decided to do somcthing, as they have
beon obscrved feeding on inscects in pine slashings which may mean a
rovolutionary change in their eating habits, and adjustment to a

' changed cnvironment to kcep thcir colorful kind alivo, (From SPORTS

" ILLUSTRATED, 9/4/67)

Chester H. Childs

'FIELD TRIPS AHEAD:

Priday; October 6, -all-day to Meadc Gardens. : '
Friday, October 13; all-day to Washington Oaks, Matanzas and Anastasia.
Friday, October 20, half-day oL

Saturday, October 28, Indian River Groves and Titusvillec.

Before the next PELICAN is rcady at least two cars from our HRAS
should have gone to the rondezvous for the flight to Grand Bahama and -’
the Florida Audubon Socicty ™workshop" there in October. News of that,
and of other far-scattcrced momboers rcunited, should be gathercd by the
noxt mail date for Novcmber. '

' Be secing you-=all, : , A : .
Mrs, Ralph M. Branéh, Editor
711 N, Halifax Avc,

Davtona Beach. Florida 32018
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Yie saw all the herons, egrets, anhingas, osprey, one Red-tailed hawk,
and heard quite a few rails, One Roseate Spoonbill flew from the
power plant area and landed in the mangroves. We talked with a man
employed at the power plant and he said he had seen as many as 35
Roseate Spoonbills feeding there early in the morning. Many thanks,
Dr, Rawson, for a delightful trip and showing us this new territory
we've pagsed by a thousand times. I know many of your friends in the
HRAS will be pleased with this new region.

George Murray'

OCTOBER FIFELD TRIPS: Being Summer residents, for a change, George
Purray and l1ke Merrill scouted around together and lined up places for
weekly group trips to begin in October. The first week, on October 6,
it was an'all-day"with picnic lunch at lead Botanical Gardens,by a lake
on the edge of Winter Park, A good turn-out, and good list of birds,
on a rather warm day. usost unusual bird was the migrating Magnolia
Warbler., Some of the group were mildly sorry afterward about fore
getting to put insect repellent on ankles. A sticky day is when red-
bugs are ready to hitch-rides, all unseen, '

On Friday the 13th, three Ormond cars went on ahead, from the
Happy Whale meeting place, to washington Oaks State Park; five more
started from City Island and caught up still in good time to niss the
entrance fees at the newly installed entrance booth, where fees now
begin at 10:00 A.M, Much-gardening was in progress and birds were
surprisingly scarce there, as also at the Fort liatanzas stop. Twenty-
five, all at one long table, comfortably lunched at breezy Anastasia
Park, and had best birding there afterward, tScopes and binoculars
studied three or four species of Plover, ‘across the channel, close to-
gether for good comparison. At Matanzas Inlet, on return trip, over
150 Royal Terns were in the 'scope, resting close together, with only
a sprinkle of Caspians, and a few big dark Herring Gulls looming over
their low backs. '

‘The 20th was a half-day trip, and with 9 of our regulars on Grand
Bahama, and Ekdahls scarcely landed here, only four cars and a dozen

people went. A pretty day, enjoyable, and with enough birds to keep

it interesting, especially many small warblers with gnatcatchers and
vireos, at Sugar Mill Gardens., The week before, the total climbed to

72 species when 3 were added by the Hudsons, who, going South instead

of North, had seen Wood Ibis, White Ibis and Duck Hawk, or Peregrine

Falcon, the last a real and exciting find., On the 20th, when the

group went to New Smyrna Beach, all saw white Ibis, and stopped to
study about 20 Wood Ibis feeding with Common Egrets. lie only hope to

~find the Peregrine again.

FIELD TRIPS AHEAD:

Saturday, November L, half-day.
Friday, November 10; Duda Farms, Rock Springs

Friday, November 17, Cape Kemnedy - just before duck shooting opens,
Friday, November 24, half-day. . R o _

NOVEMBER MEETING: On the 20th at 7:30 P.M. A short film on the Wild
Tivers of North America will be a good introduction to the much longer
and different £ilm of the-same title in our geries at Peabody Auditor-
jume, From 7 to 7:30-P.M,, Roy Hudson plans to show.us his own BXw=
cellent wild flower slides, : ;
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Cage blrds have been escaplng and unerrlngly flndlng -and using the
ready feeders of HRAS people. - Around . the Seabreeze area a "Budgie",
with pale yellow cap and throat, meaning probably a female; at Mrs.
Henderson's a“dark Toucan,‘with color on' throat, and huge blll the
Corkhills have been feedlng a v1vid red. Grenadler Weaver, escaped bird
from South Africa. o .

'THE GRAND BAHAMA CONFERENCE
by Beatriee E "Pratt ‘

From the moment we gathered in Jest Palm Boach for take-off for
the 1967 Floridd Audubon Fall Conference in West End, Grand Bahama, we
- were ready for: food, fun and studye -A pre=- conference field trip with
¥Mr, and Mrs. Stearns of Lake:-Worth gighted the Spotted-breasted Orlole
and the Great White Heron to be added to.life 1lists,..

Even with nine representatlves from Hallfax Rlver - Mrs. Thelma
Acosta, Mrs., Isabelle Barbee, Miss Velma-Hayes who took- as a guest Mrs;
rances Hayes, IMrs. Ellzabeth McCandless, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin R. Pratt,

,and Ir,and Lrs. Fred W, Vichert, =- we failed to place in the first
three largést delegatlons., however Russ iason made special mention-of
the fine support given. to state meetlngs by our HRAS, the oldest and

I believe, the last remalnlng 1ndependent unit,

. Nathaniel P, Reed, the Governor S Admlnlstratlve A831stant made
clear in his keynote address his dsep interest in conservation of our
natural environment and -his sympathetic understanding of the problems

.we face in our constant struggle acainst the encroachment of 01v11-

. ization, He said that this is the- era of the great awakening. . “yle must
_M"improve our packaging" and make our progran interesting or the. Anerican
people will lose interest, ur. Reed reminded us that we are & "special
interest" trying to influence the le gislators, Letter-wrltlng alone

-~ Will not achieve the results -we want; we 2ust nake our. votlng power
known to. those holding elective zositicnss (This is why "Audubon"
reeds the support.of all cf us thru Chapter statuss) TFour points. were
made by Hr. RKeed whick ne- belleve -are necessary Ior success of our
cornservation efforts: B

1. %e must have votlng strongth. : S ’ T

2. Vie must know what is going on’oefore plans are’ flnallzed' rearguard
action is doomed.

3. -We must become a society of- SUngesters rather than complalners.

Lo We nust ‘know: how to stand for what 1s rlght.

- The hlghllght of ‘the conference was a- full-day workshop whlch con=-
sidered "What kind of people are conservatlonlstsv" and "What the Aud-
ubon image really is™,. Brutally frank group discussions contrasted
what people: think we are with what we would like to be, Mr. Reed's
guidance as we trled to develop a technique for presentlng a case for
conservatlon at hearings was invaluable,

. Proaects which will very shortly need our full support are the
flght to- have the Suwannee River, included in the Federal Scenie- Rivers
Bill, and the fight to keep phosphate operations from the area. ad jacent
- to Myakka State Park. The "Save the Alligator™ campaign was kicked off
with the sale of alllgator ties and- other articles of 1mm1uat10n alll—
gator skin,

Birding was not as good as usual and the elu31ve Klrtland's Warb—
ler failed to make the:check.list of a hundred or more birds.

Superb glotures were shown by Larry Huston in discussing "The Use
of Photography in Conservation™ and by Mario Hutton of Sanibel in his
unusual combination of verse and pictures "Southwest Florida Color Saga'
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We came home feeling that the conference was really an enjoyable
experisnce, -~ Join us next yeari If you are not a member of the Florida
Audubon Society, you are missing important events. SEERNRIRRE

NATIONﬁL AﬁDUBONVMEETING -LATLANTIC“GITf
- . September .29-30, October 1=2
by Margaret G. Branch

"National®™ handles its annual convention in a really big way, and
with amazing smoothness, wherever this may be held. Please see its own
reports in National Audubon HMagazine for exact figures. The membership
~is high-in the thousands, the annual budget involves around two million
dollars, in and out, and its activities are dizzying to even hear about .
.. The opening greeting mentioned that the convention 6 years ago had
- been in. this-same headquarters (two elegant hotels joined by an arcade
along the famed , Boardwalk), and that the L4LOO registration of that year
was this time.doubled. We felt that New Jersey had been chosen because
it -especially needed help in its present siruggle to keep some big
stretches along its shore unchanged by nan. To a raturalist the still
extensive Pine Barrens are a delightful, rich tréasure, with miles of
paths and woods roads to be. saved for futurs generations. ToO a devel-
oper they are a tempting site to be scalped and filled for large sub=-
divisions or huge factories.  Every unguarded bit is already filling
with small houses and stores, such as sclidly bdblock any view of the
shore for miles and miles along the coast highway farther South.

- ~ Anyone who has watched Flcorida wildlife retreating and dwindling
- before floods of people and pelluticn, znd development rushed by huge
machines, can picture little Hew Jerssy's desperate fight to keep any
 tracts wild, as its-dense population pushes against marshes, woods;gnd
coast, in the comparatively unpopulated Southedst Region Five phat‘1n~
cluded our field trips, by land and water, in a part of the United
States all new to us,- - : ' . B o

‘The Halifax River shellfigh already are forever ruined by pollu-
tion, ‘and causeways and "fill", blocking the natural tides, where
Indians and animals once had unlimited livelihood. ' o .

‘We watched oysters being gathered far out in a shallow New Jersey
bay in Brigantine Iational wildlife Refuge, and were:told that all;
through the winter this goes on., The man dons a black rubber outfit,
~ against wet and cold, such as our surfers here wear riding Januaryl
waves, and watched from shore. ) ‘ ‘ o

.. As Connie says, we are all urged to use the pen or typewriter when
directed, to express, our wishes. through our representatives, There was
~a lively skirmish, not quite a fight, in the annual meeting to get the
National Audubon to flatly declare war on DDT as deadly poison to wild-

~life, and perhaps, eventually to man,

' Becretary Udall, in the convention's keynote address, called upon
_ Audubon” members to join him in a vast educational campaign to tell:

© Americans that "life worth living depends on an environment-worth liv-
ing in." He proposed a program that would work through the school sys-
tems to reach the nation's youth and through "all the communications

- media' to reach- the general public. For, he continued, our concern

for conservation:education must be international when we live in a.
‘world in which the effects of DDT reach to the. bodies of birds and fish
~in the Antarctic, and radiocactivity is contaminating the licheén on
which the Lapp's reindeer feed, ' A

‘Mrs, Ralph ii. Branch, Editor

711 N. Halifax Ave.
Daytona Beach, Florida 32018
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FIELD TRIPS: One of the highlights of the field trip on October 28 to
Titusville was seeing an American Bittern at Lopez Fish Camp. On our -
route we managed to see all the herons that are to be seen in this area,
plus the White Ibis and Wood Stork. The Indian River orange groves
produced an fastern Kingbird. This may have been a late migration
record for this bird., Three or four Fulvous Tree Ducks were seen at
the marsh near the orange groves. Two ailes and six red bugs east of
Titusville bridge on our way home we witnessed a scene which was a
first for all of use. There was a large raft of Coots swimming in a
shallow pond., A female Illarsh Hawk came soaring in from an easterly
direction, suddenly veered downward and struck at a Coot near the edge
of the pond., The larsh Hawk held the Coot beneath the water for about
fifteen minutes until it was lifeless, then took it to a Snag of a low
tree near the water. This may be a record for the book. Ducks seen

in other ponds in this sector were the Black, Mottled, Pintail,
Shoveler and Blue-winged Teal. The day's trip came to a close after
seeing two Bald Eagles perched on the limb of a pine tree near an old
nest, The count for the day was 81l species,

The November 4 field trip was a half day to Tomoka Farm area and
Sugar Mill Gardens, Quite a fine group of smaller birds were seen,
among them Gnatcatchers, Kinglets and Brown-headed Nuthatches. ’
Warblers seen were the Black and White, Myrtle, Yellowthroat, Palm,
Yellowthroated, Pine and two late migrating Prairie Warblers. The
total count was 65 species observed by 15 birdersa

We were met by our friend, Ira Weigley, on our trip to Duda Farms
November 10, Ira told us the ducks were there earlier -in the morning
but we evidently arrived a little too late. The Black, llottled, Ring-
necked, Shoveler and Widgeon were the ducks seen. Ve still have quite
a few to see that are on our check list. The four species of sand-
pipers that are in our area were feeding along the shore of the one
flooded field. The Short-billed Dowitchers were to be seen probing the
rich muck land for food. The first Viater Pipits for this season were
near the Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs., At the beautiful Wekiva River
on our way to Duda Farms we saw three Limpkins and one Pileated Wood-
pecker., At Kelly Park two more Pileated Woodpeckers were added to the
list. Seventy-nine species were seen on this trip.

Cape Kennedy on November 17 was rather exceptional. Here we had a
chance to see the Avocets, eight in number, Short-billed Dowitchers,
and liarbled Godwits., On this day we saw a bird that is rarely seen on
our trips, the Magnificent Frigate-bird. All of the gulls made an
appearance, except the Bonapartes. The plovers and sandpipers were
well represented, One Whimbrel was at the basin but we could not lo-
cate the Long-billed Curlew. The ducks seen at Titusville still came
to 5 species. An Eagle and 5 species of hawks were seen. Seventy-
eight species were observed by 11 birders. The quality and gquantity
of birds gathered in Canaveral basin, at the Cape, are amazing and a
beautiful sight to see.

November 24 was a half day trip. Three cars went to an area near
State Road 4 and Route 92. The other three cars covered the beach, the
inlet and the Port Orange bridge sector. The inland group saw many ‘
small birds,-- six species of sparrows, Chipping, House, Savannah,Song,
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Swamp and White-throated. They saw a-group of Goldfinches, the first
this Fall to be recorded. Nuthatches, Pine warblers and Carolina
Chickadees were flitting in and out of pine needles and pine trees.
The group aleng the beach found almost all species of gulls repre-
sented, including two Great black-backed Gulls., The Bonaparte's gull
was missing., Marbled Godwits, two Bald Eagles, Skimmers and all the
plovers found this time of year were at the inlet. We also had a-
lengthy discussion and study of Knots which were on the beach. At the
inlet we saw a long line of Skimmers, thirty-or wore giving chase to
an Ospray that was leaving for parts unknown, with a fish in his.
talons. We finished the trip at Port Orange bridge where we were able
to gsee 7 Oystercatchers on the half shell, so to speak. The total for
the half day trip came to 80 species. ’ h

. " MERRY CHRISTMAS
Gedrge S llurray, Field-trip Director

FIELD NOTES: On December 2, a good total of 84 species-was gathered
by two groups which ranged along quite different routes, but all met

_at Welaka Fish Hatcheries for a picnic lunch, on a day of ideal
-weather. There were 2/ people in 6 carse

Friday, December 8, as The Pelican is being printed, we are due
for a noon picnic lunch at Sanford. December 16 and 23 will be half-
day trips, routes never planned definitely until the day, and for
December 28 a Christmas Count is in preparation, for hard workers ‘

- only, dawn to dark. The recipe calls for good spotters, good drivers,

and good walkers who never mind the wéather., Florida census days can
be rescheduled in case of snow storms.

DECEMBER MEETING: A beautiful motion picture on the life of the Wood
Duck will be shown from 7:00 to 7:30 P.M. The feature program will be
by Robert Elliott, Chairman of our wildlife film series., It will be
slides taken on his trips to many of the Caribbean Islands. The meet-
ing will be, as usual, in the Church House of Seabreeze United Church.

- QUESTION 'CONCERNING CHAPTER STATUS
| FOR |
HALIFAX RIVER AUDUBON SOCIETY?

Many years ago some leaders in this community became concerned
about the study and conservation of wildlife in florida and organized
the first Audubon Society in the State. The objects of our Soclety as
stated in the Constitution "shall be to foster the protection of birds
and other wild life in the Halifax River area and in Florida, to pro-
mote the study of birds and natural resources, and to cooperate with
other similar organizations, local, state ané national, in the con-
servation of wild life and in the study of the natural history of
Florida," o

. For many years we were the largest and most influential such
group in the state, Iilany Audubon Socleties were organized after us.
But times change, and with the change comes a different approach to
problems. All but Halifax River have become chapters in the State
Society, pooling their influence and drawing inspiration from each

“other. We are the last independent unit large enough to become a

chapter (25 members).,
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The need for. active, united conservation efforts is even more
pressing today than in the day of the flght to save our beautiful
egretsi

. . We have been urged to join.other Audubon Societies in a common
effort for conservation by becoming a chapter of ‘the Florida Audubon
Society. If we make this change from an independent society to chap-

- ter status, we will lose none of our independent privileges except that
- we 'shall .be asked to revise our -dues schedule to support individual’
membership in the Florida Audubon Society . in & "two-way membership".
Forty of our members are already individually members of the Florida
Audubon.

. Shall the hallfax Rlver audubon Soclety change 1ts By-laws to
provide that it shall become a .chapter of the Florida Audubon Society
and a participant in the. "two-xay memhershlp" plan*w1th the Florida
Audubon Society? - :

_ We have almost reached the conservatlon "p01nt of 1o return"
~Action rwust be taken NOW if we are to tonsdrve the natural heritage
that is ours, -Indeed, . life itself 1S‘endangered - It has ‘been said
that "we .are ilTing: ourselves by kiving™ -~ air pollution hdas reached
dangerous proportions im metropolitan areas and much .of our water ‘has
" been 'polluted .almost beyond reclaim. Bull-dozers are rearranging.our
~land :to the.point. that we may have zleft no."green areas™ ,to which man
can withdraw to renew his troubled spirits nor wild areas which make
life possible for wildlife, We must meet the oonservatlon challenge
‘ now before it is forever too late. '

C.o Russell TMason, Exeoutlve Dlrector of the Florlda Audubon
Soelety ‘says, "Wasn't it Franklin who.said "United we stand,. lelded
T We fall’? Whlle the Halifax Society has always backed.the. Florlda
JAudubon Society well in its various.projects, as an:independent organ-
ization it cannot carry as much weight with the powers-that-be as
though they are united in anﬂorganization that now has 7,000 members
scattered throughout Florida,., = We can ‘win many more battles for con-
servation if we are united, not divided. There is so much to be
aooompllshed to save Florlda's beauty and the need is-great for all
Audubon groups to merge thelr efforts in some fashion, and “the plan
the FAS is following is the 31mplest and provides the autonomy that
separate groups want to maintaing” The fact that the Halifax River.
 Society, the oldest in the State, -has seen £t to-cast its-lot with
the other 3k chdpters of the FAS, (one:in Mexico), will add greatly to
the stand of ‘the FAS for-clean Waters ~olean air, preserved ‘estuaries,
sanctuaries for wirdlife, saving the’ natural resources of Florida.

The HRAS will be striking a real blow for conservation if they agree

L to ohapter statue and thus blend thelr efforts w1th the many other

plannlng to do so."ﬁ;

We ask you to read to thlnk to dlscuss, and to be rea@y to VOTE
in January when ballots w111 be 1neluded with The Peélican for. all mems
bers. We nmust know your ‘readtion to this proposall}

Beatrice Pratt, Membership Secretary

Editor's notey: Present HRAS members could remain exactly as now, no
change in duesj.or.participation, except for being ineligible to vote
or hold offices- Complete ‘schedule of possible dues for joint HRAS/FAS
members will be printed in the January Pelican.
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S | ~ OF PENGUINS, AND OTHER STRANGERS . P
~ by Allistene ‘Starkey -

« T

¢ The majority of birds we saw on our recent. trip to-the. South
Paclflc ‘and Orient were in New Zealand and Australia, Handsome White-
. backed Crows and Mynah birds were common in liew Zealand. In the -
D'mountainous regions we frequently saw Bush- ‘Hawks, Harrier Hawks, and
Kea, the ‘latter disliked by ranchers because of their reputatlon for

« kil}ing sheep. - The Fantails and llttle South Island Tamb1ts charmed

g with their fearlesgs curiosity. SR L e e

Bell Birds and White-faced Heron were seen in both countrles. In
. Australia a spec1al trip was made ‘to- Phlllps “Tgland to ‘wateh the foot-
hlgh Falry Pengulns march - in “from - the sea, As n1ght~aﬁproaches -they
come bobbing thru the breakers and cIuster in small groups at the
water's edge. Suddenly each group falls-into formation and march se-
dately up the: beach,. past the spectators, ‘to the gressy hummocks of
“their nesting ground. The floodlights on tie beach do not bother them,
‘but flash bulbs are prohibited by the Governgent which now protects
“them from‘molestatlon.=~ﬂhlle watching a group, we noticed one bird
staggering and falling in his losing effert toc keep uwp with the others,
* A guard explained the little Perguin was not injured, merely too fat ~
-to waddle, During the nestlne season cver tuo tnousand Eengulns make
thls dally evenlng march.

hookaburras, Crested Pigeons, Peexlts, Jabbles ang - a'béaublful
Blue Wren were among those added to cur list as we drove from Mel=
bourne to. Sidney. In Townsville we saw the dance of tae Broglas, or

~:Sand Hill Cranes. In the.Outbaok of. Central’Australia;AweAhad;the

thrill of waking to the harsh calls of Galahs (pink ‘and white parrots)
and green Parakeets...thc flnal hlghllght~01 this nart of our trlp.

AT HAKEELA
by ﬁllzabeth MoGandless

. dundreds of Baldpates ‘Woad Ducks andAleDklns JOlned ‘the
applause at the edge of. the great Wakulla Sprlngs the afternoon of
November 17 &g lrs, ‘B. K. Roberts, wlfe of, Supreme Court Justice
‘Roberts, -received theé. ‘bronzeé” ‘plaque from L. T. Davenport of’ the
Natlonal Park Service.- This designated the. 4,000 acres of wild game
land surrounding the .spring, donated by Edward Ball, as a Natural
Landmark. Carl. Buchelster, formerly president of Natlonal Audubon,
heads the Ball WiIdlife Foundation thus created. Wakulla is the .
blggest and deepest. spring in.Florida. .

" Theodore Davenport,of' the National Mildllfe SerV1ce, presentedthe
plaque -in the ‘erisp, clean sunny air. Mr, Davenport is working also
to preserve the Suwannee Rlver Mr. Halcolm B. Johnson, editor of the
.. Tallahasses Democrat, and five of your HRAS menmbers, wereApresent the
latter” by plain. good fortune., Now, let us.-do wnat we oan to secure
“tHe Suwannee Rlver for future generatlons.

Mrs. Ralph M« Branch Edltor
.71 W. Halifax Aves @ N
Daytona Beach, Florlda 32018 :



