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    Calendar & Events 

Monday, February 18th, Program Meeting- "Right Whales - 
On the Brink or Just Nature's Cycle?” Join us for this talk 
about these gentle giants of the sea. Gallery owner, author, 
and conservationist, Frank Gromling, will share the latest 
information about North Atlantic Right Whales. A founding 
member of the Marineland Right Whale Project in 2001, 
Gromling will briefly give the whale's natural history before 
concentrating on the current situation where deaths are far 
outpacing births. These are the most endangered large 
mammal in the ocean. Frank has worked to protect them in 
Florida and Canadian waters for almost 20 years. We meet at 
Sica Hall, 1065 Daytona Ave, Holly Hill, FL 32117. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.and the meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. We 
hope to see you there. 

 *  *  *  * 

   Field Trips 

 Friday, February 1st, Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive- Join 
Peggy Yokubonus for this trip to one of Florida’s best birding 
spots. A good trip if you’re not into a lot of walking since we’ll 
be driving this one with brief stops to get out for better looks 
at the birds. Meet Peggy at Int’l Square – East of I-95 on Int’l 
Speedway Blvd behind Krystal at 7:00 am. Bring lunch. 
Questions? Call Peggy, 386-316-4085 

Friday, February 15th, Merritt Island NWR- Join Peggy 
Yokubonus for this trip that was supposed to go to Orlando 
Wetlands. That destination is undergoing some renovation so 
we’re going to MINWR to look for the Cinnamon Teal (a 
western duck seldom seen in Florida) that’s been there and 
any other feathered treasures we can find. We’ll meet at the 
Target in Port Orange, behind Panera Bread at 7:30. Bring 
lunch. Questions? Call Peggy, 386-316-4085 

  Field Trips With Others 

Tuesday, February 12th, Lake Woodruff Caravan- Join our 
friends from West Volusia Audubon Society for this very 
special opportunity. Usually birding Lake Woodruff NWR 
means a lot of walking. However, having received this special 
one time permission, we will be driving along the dikes and 
stopping periodically, as is done at Merritt Island, Lake 
Apopka, etc. Space is limited and carpooling is a must. For 
information on this trip, call Eli Schaperow, 407-314-7965. 

The Pelican 

  The President’s Message 

  We love birds and the places they call home, which compels 
us to do some work now and then to ensure they have 
supportive habitat in which to live and breed. We’re one month 
into the New Year with a new Governor and a new legislative 
session about to start.  The Governor has moved very quickly 
and boldly to take steps that, if followed, will make good on his 
commitment to the environment, especially water and the 
Everglades. This focal change is very welcome and almost 
astounding, as it’s been a long time since we had a Governor 
who tried to protect both what makes Florida special and is 
good for people and wildlife. Stay in touch with us to know how 
we can help with continuing efforts. 

  The legislative session kicks off on March 5th. There are a 
number of environmental bills that Audubon Florida (and HRA) 
are watching (see the list at the end of this article) in terms of 
how they align to our State priorities, which are: Water Quality, 
Water Quantity/Supply, Climate Change, Indian River Lagoon, 
Septic Tank Issues and Conservation Program Funding. 

  In terms of funding for conservation lands, springs and the 
Everglades, the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) and other state agencies have put forth 
budget proposals. In general, the funding levels (at minimum) 
should enjoy our support: Florida Forever, $100million; Rural & 
Family Lands, $75 million; Springs Restoration, $50 million; 
Everglades, 321 $million. 

  To track the preliminary bills listed below, go to either the 
House’s website  or the Senate’s website and type in the bill 
number in the space provided. Then click the “Search” or “Go” 
buttons. There, you can read the bills, along with amendments 
and committee substitutes for the bills as the session 
progresses. Here are some of the ones we are watching for 
now: SB 54, Possession of Real Property; HB 63, Property-
Assessed Clean Environment; HB 85, Onsite Sewage 
Treatment and Disposal Systems; SB 92 , C-51 Reservoir 
Project; HB 151, Community Development Districts; HB 157, 
Fertilizers; SB 216, Water Quality Improvements; SB 222, 
Private Property Rights; HB 325, Coastal Management; SB 
368 & 376, Land Acquisition Trust Fund.  

  While on the House site or on the Senate site you can look for 
a link to companion bills in the opposite chamber to save 
switching back and forth. The important thing is to be an aware 
voter and don’t be afraid to pick up the phone. These people 
work for us and hopefully they’ll do a better job if they’re made 
aware of what we want. 

  Happy 2019! 
                Melissa Lammers 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx
https://m.flsenate.gov
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx
https://m.flsenate.gov
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     Conservation Notes 

  All too often in this column I write about some politician or 
regulatory staff person who’s doing a less than stellar job. And 
before the election I thought it would be all but impossible to 
write anything positive about our newly elected governor, Ron 
DeSantis. After all, the League of Conservation Voters shows 
an average of “2” out of a possible 100 on his environmental 
scorecard for his three terms in Congress. Hardly an 
environmental record of which to be proud, or to run on. 

  However, Governor DeSantis has come out of the gate at full 
gallop with an ambitious program to improve Florida’s water 
quality and we in the environmental community owe him a 
round of applause. In what I thought was a shocking and very 
welcome development he asked for the resignations of the 
entire board of the South Florida Water Management District, 
saying that they were too cozy with Big Sugar. True as that 
assessment is I was bowled over by his request. His prede-
cessor, Governor Scott, nominated those people. He also tried 
to do some last minute packing of regulatory agencies with 
corporate hacks. Governor DeSantis sent them packing too.  

  This is a refreshing course change and there are already 
signs of discontent among the governor’s Republican 
colleagues in the House and Senate. For instance, the 
governor has asked for $369 million for Everglades restoration. 
In their preliminary budget request, the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection requested just $321 million. The 
Legislature, many of whom look forward to those big donations 
from Big Sugar, may prove recalcitrant when it comes to appro-
priating the funds the governor is requesting. Let’s hope he’s 
willing to use the bully pulpit of his office the motivate them to 
do the right thing. 

  *  *  * 

  Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-Arizona) is the new Chairman of the 
House Natural Resources Committee. He has quickly shown 
that the policies in force under his predecessor, when Trump 
cronies were in charge, will now be challenged at every turn. As 
a minority member sitting on this very important committee his 
many letters to the Bureau of Land Management, Department 
of the Interior and other regulatory agencies often were 
ignored. In December, for example, the Bureau of Land 
Management issued plans that would lift restrictions on oil and 
gas development on some nine million acres of Greater Sage-
Grouse habitat on federal lands that had been protected under 
a 2015 compromise to keep the birds from being listed under 
the Endangered Species Act. The Interior Department is also 
moving quickly to facilitate drilling in the Arctic Refuge and 
expand energy development in the National Petroleum 
Reserve-Alaska, along with taking a decidedly industry-friendly 
approach to enforcing the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). 

  Under previous chair Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah), the 
committee-which oversees federal lands, wildlife, oil and gas, 
mining, tribal issues, and oceans-was sympathetic to the 
administration's agenda. Industry representatives made up 
nearly a third of the witnesses invited to give testimony before 
the committee in 2017 and 2018. Energy companies-especially 
fossil fuel interests-were invited most often. With Grijalva in 
charge a balance has been restored to the process. 

  The son of a rancher, he grew up near the Santa Rita 
Mountains. "The bird life around where I grew up was 
unbelievable," he says. Now he’s in a position to do something 
about the terrible decisions made over the past two years. We 
wish the Congressman fair winds and smooth sailing. 

    David Hartgrove 

 HRA and Ormond Beach Team Up 

  The Great Backyard Bird Count is an easy way for you to 
participate in citizen science and help our feathered friends. 
The GBBC as it’s known is a four day event that begins on 
February 15th and runs through February 18th. Perhaps you 
have some mobility issues that prevent you getting out for field 
trips or bird counts. Here’s the perfect way for you to help 
make a difference. Watch your backyard feeder and report the 
results. It’s easy and a lot of fun.  

  Our chapter is partnering with the Ormond Beach Environ-
mental Discovery Center to promote participation in this event 
by hosting a variety of activities at the center, located in 
Ormond Central Park on Saturday, February 16th. We’ll have 
bird walks, bird related games for kids and much more. Come 
out and join us. 

 *  *  *  * 

   Welcome to Our New and Returning Members 

  We extend a warm welcome to our new and returning 
members. It’s a big group this month: John Agett, E. Allan, 
David Baker, Robert Belsky, Alfred Blais, Susan Blank, 
Michelle Carlesimo, James Cundari, Barbara Davis, Patrick 
Forestell, Nancy Galdo, Barbara Gallant, Phillip Green, David 
Hartgrove, Carol Hjorth, Mark & Laura Ignoffo, Diana 
Kaufman, Leon & Lynn Kruse, Melissa Lammers, Raymond 
Lilly, Harriet Lytle, Shackera MacDonald, Sheila McClellan, 
Taylor Marsh, Diane Marzilli, Janet Mills, Shirley Parran, Anita 
Peck, Pamela Hanson-Peterson, Elza Phillips, Susan 
Plimpton, Sally Potts, Rick Seiler, Katherine Staley, John 
Sullivan, Becky Tate, Jon Troup, John Wagner, Ken & Margo 
Wenzel, Kathleen Wilson, William Wilson, Richard Winders, 
Dale Yeager and Thomas Ziegler. We hope to see you at an 
upcoming meeting or on one of our excellent field trips. 
Welcome aboard! 

The Great Backyard
Bird Count

February 16th, 2019
10 am - 2 pm

http://scorecard.lcv.org
http://gbbc.birdcount.org
http://scorecard.lcv.org
http://gbbc.birdcount.org
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Time for another in our continuing series, Everyday Birding. 

   A Good Walk - birding included 

  A walk - good for the body, good for the mind and with some 
birding sprinkled in, it’s an adventure. Not the arm pumping, 
hip swinging kind or the power, record breaking walk. Just a 
walk in the park or around your neighborhood. A place close 
by where you can stop, take a rest and look around. Peaceful 
and content you say. What a way to begin your day. 

  In keeping with the theme of my series, “Everyday Birding, 
close by,” I would like to suggest a leisurely walk from your 
home. This would be a nice way to begin broadening your 
birding skills. Continue your walks over and over again. No 
need to rush it. Let the seasons of the year whisper by. This is 
a leisurely walk. One to get to know your neighborhood, and 
the wildlife that inhabits it. You will discover where certain 
birds hang out, and they will meet you when you walk by. 
However, once in a while a stranger will fly in. That is the 
special treat. 

  Record this event - check your bird field guide, or your bird 
ID app, take a photograph and watch your bird life list expand. 
In fact on your first few walks, check the ID of each bird you 
see. Get in the practice, it will speed up your birding ID 
techniques when you go on subsequently big-time birding 
field trips. 

  For many years , three times a week, I stepped out from my 
front door and embarked on a three mile walk through my 
neighborhood. The birds I saw, the sunrises I watched, the 
photographs I made were enriching. Once in a while, a 
neighbor would ask, “see any good birds?” Thus opening for 
me some good old fashioned bird banter and a mention of  
Halifax River Audubon and their great field trips. 

  One of my most memorable moments was discovering a 
Prairie Warbler not far from my suburban home. A bird that 
winters in Florida. Here it was in my neighborhood and during 
one of my early walks. This bird mainly forages among 
branches for insects, prefers open scrub, old pastures, mixed 
oak-pine barrens and mangrove swamp habitats. 

 I found this bird in a Port Orange parking lot gleaning a lone, 
leaf ladened tree. The Prairie Warbler also has a penchant for 
feeding on the ground or catching insects on the fly. This one 
was fun to watch, searching the tree for food and constantly 
moving into all manner of acrobatic positions, upside down 
and vertical. Difficult to photograph, a fast moving little bird in 
a tangle of branches. I didn’t succeed very well on my first 
photo attempt, but the one illustrating this story shows a 
section of the tree where this neat little bird was feeding. 

  It readily eats sugar water, fruits and nut pieces, though it’s 
primarily an insect eater. They’re seldom seen at a feeder. 
However, that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try these 
ingredients in your bird feeder. If this warbler appears, you will 
be looking at a tiny, five inch bird with a black eye stripe and 
slim upside- down quarter moon, black cheek stripe under the 
eye with black flank stripes and yellow underparts. Olive-
green upper parts with a russet blush below the back of it’s 
head rounds out its descriptive features. A striking bird for 
sure! 

  Oh, the fun of birding and a walk close by. Something for 
everyone and a joy to all. 

    Ray Scory 

Totally ignoring me, This Prairie Warbler diligently went about 
searching for food in a tree in a parking lot near my home.  

I was lucky to see this Wood Duck out in the open during my 
neighborhood walk and I leisurely admired its beauty. 

    Photos by Ray Scory 

 *  *  *  * 
     Enjoy Spring Migration in The Dry Tortugas 

  Florida Nature Tours has been running birding trips to the Dry 
Tortugas longer than any one else. Their experience and low 
cost make for an exciting and affordable adventure. The Dry 
Tortugas is a cluster of islands 70 miles west of Key West. 
They’re the first landfall migrants transiting the open waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico see and they’re anxious to take advantage 
of the rest, food and water.  You’ll have a 4 day adventure that 
includes a day of birding Key West and southern Keys areas 
for birds like Mangrove Cuckoo, Gray Kingbird, White-crowned 
Pigeon, Black-whiskered Vireo and more. You’ll sleep on board 
the boat in comfortable accommodations, dine on tasty meals 
and have the time of your birding life. There are three tours this 
year. Click on the website link above for all of the information.  

http://floridanaturetours.net/dry-tortugas-2017/
http://floridanaturetours.net/dry-tortugas-2017/
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  Yes it’s time for one of Florida’s best little birding festivals. 
The City of Palm Coast sponsors this fun event from February 
7th through the 10th. There are workshops, field trips, guest 
speakers and more. Here’s the link to the schedule of events. 
And here’s the link to register. You won’t want to miss the fun! 

  *  *  *   Great Horned Owls making some little Great Horned Owls. This 
image was captured by Eddie Rizer at the Circle B Bar Preserve 
near Lakeland at the end of December. By now the eggs should 
be about to hatch. Our thanks to Eddie for sharing. 

 * * * * * * * 

                                    The Pelican 
is published monthly by Halifax River Audubon, a chapter of the 
National Audubon Society and a member of Audubon Florida 
serving eastern Volusia County. 

PO Box 166 
Daytona Beach FL 32115-0166 

Email: editor@halifaxriveras.org 

                           Web: http://www.halifaxriveras.org 

Halifax River Audubon
 forbirds@halifaxriveras.org

Meets monthly September through May  
President: Melissa Lammers  

Vice President: David Hartgrove  
Past President: Jim O’Shaughnessy 

 Treasurer: Ellen Tate 
 Recording Sec.: Peggy Yokubonus 

 Membership Sec.: Joan Tague  
Corresponding Sec: Vacant 

Historian: Holly Zwart-Duryea  
At-Large: Betty Butcher, Pam Pinella, Steve Underwood 

Committee Members 
 Conservation: David Hartgrove 
 Education: Holly Zwart-Duryea 
 Field Trips: Peggy Yokubonus 

 David Hartgrove  
Newsletter Editor: David Hartgrove 

 Welcome: Pam Pinella 
 Webmaster: Joan Tague 

 * * * * * * * 
 We wish to thank our sponsors, whose contributions  
play a vital part of allowing us to continue our work: 
Florida Power & Light, Colonial Colony and the 
Spruce Creek Garden and Nature Club. 

http://docs.palmcoastgov.com/events/birding-fest/feather-fest-agenda.pdf
https://secure.rec1.com/FL/palm-coast-fl/catalog/index?filter=dGFiJTVCNDA4MSU1RD0xJnNlYXJjaD0
mailto:editor@halifaxriveras.org
http://www.halifaxriveras.org
mailto:forbirds@halifaxriveras.org
mailto:editor@halifaxriveras.org
http://www.halifaxriveras.org
mailto:forbirds@halifaxriveras.org
http://docs.palmcoastgov.com/events/birding-fest/feather-fest-agenda.pdf
https://secure.rec1.com/FL/palm-coast-fl/catalog/index?filter=dGFiJTVCNDA4MSU1RD0xJnNlYXJjaD0

